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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

MINNESOTA 

 

Ordinance XXX 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AGRICULTURE USES WITHIN THE CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

 

The City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix hereby ordains:  

 

Section 1. The City of Marine on St. Croix Zoning Code is hereby amended to read as follows:  

Changes to the following sections are denoted in the following format; new text is underlined in red or 
as a strikethrough for deleted language. Subsequent sections and cross-references are renumbered 
accordingly. 

1. Division 200. Definitions; Section 203. Use Definitions 

§ 203.1. A 

3. Agriculture. The use of land for the growing and/or production of field crops, livestock, and 
livestock products for the production of income, including but not limited to the following: 

A. Field crops/orchards, including: barley, soy beans, corn, hay, oats, potatoes, rye, 
sorghum, sunflowers, fruit growing, tree farms, not including retail nurseries and garden 
centers. 

B. Livestock including: dairy and beef cattle, goats, horses, sheep, hogs, poultry, game birds 
and other animals including dogs, ponies, deer, rabbits, and mink. 

C. Livestock products, including: milk, butter, cheese, eggs, meat, fur, and honey 
 

§ 203.8. H 

2. Horticulture. The practice of garden cultivation and management.   

 

§ 203.19. S 

2. Seasonal produce stand. Any building or structure existing or erected which is used 
principally for agricultural purposes, with the exception of dwelling units. A temporary open- 
air stand for the seasonal selling of agricultural produce grown on the property of the 
seasonal produce stand owner. 
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2. Division 300. General Zoning Provisions; Section 302. General Provisions for Districts  

§ 302.1. General Standards  

1. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this Ordinance shall be reduced in 
dimension or area below the minimum required by this Ordinance.  

2. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Ordinance, no structure shall be 
erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or altered, and no structure or land shall be 
used for any purpose nor in any manner which is not in conformity with this Ordinance.  

3. Unless otherwise approved by the City Council, no more than one principal structure 
shall be located on a lot 

4. Notwithstanding any other law or regulation, any person may grow plants, including 
vegetables, fruits, flowers, and herbs, on their own property or with the permission of a 
property owner, so long as the garden or act of gardening does not violate other 
chapters of City or Zoning Code. Plants grown under this provision are for personal 
consumption or for local sale such as at a seasonal produce stand. 

 
3. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 401. Zoning Districts Outside of the Lower St. Croix River 

District 

§ 401.3. Uses 

Table 4.2 Accessory Uses in SFR, SFU, and LI Districts 

Accessory Use 
Zoning District Use Standards 

Reference SFR SFU LI 
Accessory living space C C  See Subsection 502.1 
Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 
Accessory structure for residential purposes C C  See Subsection 502.3 
Antenna   C C C See Subsection 502.5 
Bulk Storage (liquid)   C See Subsection 502.6 
Carport P    
Commercial animal boarding PS   See Section 501 
Day care, group family P P  See Subsection 502.7 
Gardening and other horticulture use P P P  
Home occupation PS PS  See Subsection 502.8 
Keeping of chickens PS PS  See Subsection 502.9 
Maintenance, facility, and storage buildings  
owned and operated by property  
associations on lots without a principal  
structure 

C C   

Off street loading space   P  
Off street parking space P P P  
Open and outdoor storage   C See Subsection 502.10 
Recreational equipment P P   
Recreational vehicle and equipment storage PS PS  See Subsection 502.12 
Sacred community PS   See Subsection 502.13 
Seasonal produce stand C PS PS PS See Subsection 502.14 
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Solar energy system PS PS PS See Subsection 502.15 
Uses customarily associated with and 
incidental to a principal use 

P P P  

  
 

4. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 402. Lower St. Croix River District  
 
Table 4.6 Accessory Uses in SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC Districts 

Accessory Use Zoning District Use Standards Reference 
SC-RR SC-UR SC-VC 

Accessory living space  C  See Subsection 502.1 
Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 
Adult use   C See Section 501 
Animal boarding PS   See Subsection 502.4 
Antenna C C C See Subsection 502.5 
Day care, group family C C  See Subsection 502.7 
Gardening and other horticulture use P P P  
Home occupation C C  See Subsection 502.8 
Keeping of chickens PS PS  See Subsection 502.9 
Off street loading space   P  
Off street parking space P P P  
Open and outdoor storage   C See Subsection 502.10 
Outdoor dining area  C C  
Outdoor sales   C See Subsection 502.11 
Recreational equipment  P P   
Sacred community  C C C See Subsection 502.13 
Seasonal produce stand PS PS  See Subsection 502.14 
Solar energy system C C C See Subsection 502.15 
Uses customarily associated with and 
incidental to the permitted use 

P P P  

 

5. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 501. Principal Use Standards 

§ 501.2. Agriculture 

1. All farms in existence upon the effective date of this Ordinance shall be a permitted use 
where the operator may conduct a farming operation. All regulations contained in this 
Section shall apply to all changes of the farming operation which will cause all or part of 
the area to become more intensively used or more urban in character.  

2. All accessory structures shall meet all applicable Accessory Structure Use Specific 
Standards in Section 502. 

3. A maximum number of farm animals per acre of farmland shall be allowed as specified in 
Table 5.1 below: The number of farm animals shall be limited to a total of no more than 
one (1) animal unit per acre using the definition of animal unit per Minnesota Rules 
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7020.0300, Subpart 5 as may be amended. In determining animal units, the following 
shall apply: 

A. Adjacent parcels of land under common ownership and operated as a single enterprise 
may be combined to determine the maximum number of animal units allowed. 

B. Farmland acreage for the purpose of this computation shall not include or encroach on 
slopes in excess of 18%, wetlands, wetland buffers, and floodplains. 

C. On lots less than 5 acres, the maximum number of chickens allowed on a property shall 
be determined by Section 5.02 Chickens on Parcels less than 5 Acres. 

4. All stables, structures, or other facilities for housing animals and manure storage sites shall 
be located 200 feet from any property line and 200 feet from any seasonal or year-round 
surface water. 

5. a minimum distance of 200 feet from any property line, and aAll corral areas shall be located 
a minimum distance of 100 feet from any property line. 

6. No manure or livestock waste shall be deposited, stored, kept or allowed to remain in or 
upon any storage site without reasonable safeguards adequate to prevent the escape or 
movement of manure or waste or a solution thereof from the site that may result in 
pollution of any public waters or any health hazard. 

 

6. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 502. Accessory Use Standards 

§ 502.2. Accessory Structure 

1. Purpose. The standards of this section are intended to lessen the visual impact of accessory 
structures from adjacent properties and the public right-of-way and ensure that accessory 
structures are aesthetically and architecturally compatible with the principal structure on the 
property 

2. In All Districts  

A. No accessory structure shall be constructed or developed on a lot prior to construction 
of the principal structure. 
I. In the SFR and SFU zoning districts, an accessory structure may be allowed by a 

conditional use permit on property without a principal structure for any 
homeowner’s association, organization, or non-individual property owner.  

B. In addition to the standards below, an accessory structure may be located within the 
required rear yard setback provided that the lot is not a through lot and said accessory 
structure does not occupy more than 25 percent of the required rear yard. 

C.   Greenhouses shall be of a size and placed in a location on the property such that: 

I. The combined light from the greenhouse and outdoor lighting on the property does 
not exceed 0.4-foot candles (meter reading) as measured at any property line.  

II. The noise from fans used within the greenhouse shall not exceed: 
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a. 65 dbA for more than 10 percent of the time and no more than 60 for more than 
50 percent of the time during a one-hour period of monitoring between 7:00 
a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

b. 55 dBA for more than 10 percent of the time and 50 dBA for more than 50 
percent of the time during a one-hour period of monitoring between 10:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 a.m.  

3. In Residential Districts 
A.  Area 

I. Within the SFR, SFU, SC-RR, and SC-UR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall 
meet the standards set forth in Table 5.1: 
 
Table 5.1 Maximum Accessory Structure Foundation Area in Residential Districts 
 

 SFR SFU, SC-UR and SC - RR 

Accessory structures for farms    

Maximum total foundation area of all 
detached accessory structures used for 
agricultural purposes 

No limit No limit 

Accessory structures for hobby farms and residential 

Maximum total foundation area of all 
attached garages and detached accessory 
structures 

2,400 square feet 1,450 square feet 

Maximum foundation area of attached 
garage 

The smaller of 75% of 
the foundation area of 
the principal structure or 
1,500 square feet 

The smaller of 75% of 
the foundation area of 
the principal structure or 
750 square feet 

Maximum foundation area of an 
individual detached accessory structure 

1,500 square feet 750 square feet 

 
 

II. Within the SFU and SC-UR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the 
following building size standards: 
a. The sum total of square footage of attached garages and all detached accessory 

structures for non-farm or non-agricultural purposes shall be limited to 1,450 
square feet of foundation area. 

b. No individual detached accessory structure shall exceed 750 square feet of 
foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall exceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the 
principal structure or 750 square feet of foundation area, whichever is less. 

III. Within the SFR and SC-RR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the 
following building size standards: 
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a. The sum total square footage of attached garages and all detached accessory 
structures for non-farm or non-agricultural purposes shall be limited to 2,400 
square feet of foundation area. 

b. No individual detached accessory structure shall exceed 1,500 square feet in 
foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall exceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the 
principal building or 1,500 square feet of foundation area, whichever is less. 

*** 

§ 502.14. Seasonal Produce Stand 
1. All produce sold at the stand shall be grown within the city limits.  

2. Only temporary, unenclosed display facilities structures shall be used to exhibit produce items. 
Such structures shall: 

A. Not have a foundation. 

B. Shall be no more than 100 square feet in area,  

C. Shall be removed at the end of the selling season.  

3. Adequate off-street parking is provided and no parking related to produce sales occurs in the 
public right-of-way.  

4. Signs: 

A. Shall be located on the private property of the farm owner/operator and shall be located 
no more than 100 feet from the point of sale.  

B. Shall be located no closer than 15 feet from any lot line.  

C. Shall be limited to no more than two (2) signs together totaling no more than 16 square 
feet.  

D. Shall be removed when the sales operation is closed for the season.  

 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after is adoption and publication, 
as provided by law.  

 

Approved and adopted by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix this ___day of _________, 
2025.  

 

        BY: ________________/s/_______ 

         Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 
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____________________/s/________ 

Attest: Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

 

DRAFTED BY: 
HKGi 
800 Washington Ave. N., Suite 103 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


