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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

MINNESOTA 

 

Ordinance XXX 

 

AN ORDINANCE MODIFYING THE MARINE ON ST. CROIX ZONING CODE 

 

The City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix hereby ordains:  

 

Section 1. The City of Marine on St. Croix Zoning Code is hereby amended to read as follows:  

Changes to the following sections are denoted in the following format; new text is underlined in red or 
as a strikethrough for deleted language. Subsequent sections and cross-references are renumbered 
accordingly. 

1. Division 200 Definitions; Section 203. Use Definitions 
 
§ 203.4 D 
1. Day care facility. A licensed facility serving 12 or fewer persons on a regular basis, for any 

part of a 24-hour day. 
2. Day care, group family. A state-licensed facility within a residence serving 14 or fewer 

children on a regular basis, for any part of a 24-hour day. 
3. Dwelling, single unit detached. The use of a parcel of land for living accommodations 

including or intending to include a detached building containing one (1) dwelling unit. This 
definition includes individual manufactured homes located outside of a manufactured home 
park. 

4. Dwelling, single unit detached. The use of a parcel of land for living accommodations 
including or intending to include a detached building containing one (1) dwelling unit. This 
definition includes individual manufactured homes located outside of a manufactured home 
park. 
 

2. Division 200 Definitions; Section 203. Use Definitions 
 
§ 203.19 S 
1. Sacred community. A residential settlement established on or contiguous to the grounds of 

a religious institution's primary worship location primarily for the purpose of providing 
permanent housing for chronically homeless persons, extremely low-income persons, and 
designated volunteers.  



2 
 

2. Seasonal produce stand. A temporary open-air stand for the seasonal selling of agricultural 
produce grown on the property of the seasonal produce stand owner.  

3. School. A public or private institution, together with its accessory buildings and uses, for 
learning with either a kindergarten, elementary, or secondary curriculum with buildings, 
equipment, courses of study, class schedules, enrollment of pupils and staff meeting the 
standards established by the state.  

4. Solar energy system. An active solar energy system that collects or stores solar energy and 
transforms solar energy into another form of energy or transfers heat from a collector to 
another medium using mechanical, electrical, thermal, or chemical means.  

A. Solar energy system, building-integrated. Energy systems directly associated with a 
building and which utilize direct sunlight to produce energy.  

B. Solar energy system, community-scale. A solar energy system that converts sunlight 
into electricity for the primary purpose of serving electric demands off-site from the 
facility, either retail or wholesale. 

C. Solar energy system, ground-mounted. Energy systems with infrastructure separate 
from a building which utilize direct sunlight to produce energy.   

 
3. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 401. Zoning Districts Outside of the Lower St. Croix River 

District 

§ 401.3. Uses 

Table 4.1 Principal Uses in SFR, SFU, and LI Districts 

Principal Use Zoning District Use Standards 
Reference SFR SFU LI 

Residential Uses 
Dwelling, single unit detached  PS PS   
Dwelling, manufactured home P P   
Residential care facility, (6 or fewer persons) P P   
Public/Institutional Uses 
Cemetery P C   
Day care facility P P   
Municipal government and utility building P C C  
Park, playground, or open space P PS  See Section 501 
Place of worship C   See Section 501 
School C P  See Section 501 
Commercial 
Business, office   P  
Business, retail   P  
Business, service   P  
Cannabis retail business   PS See Chapter 32 
Lower potency hemp edible retail business   PS See Chapter 32 
Industrial 
Business, manufacturing   P  
Cannabis manufacturing   P  
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Principal Use Zoning District Use Standards 
Reference SFR SFU LI 

Contractor shop   P  
Lower potency hemp edible manufacturing   P  
Public utility building   P  
Public vehicle garage   P  
Railroad storage and switching yards and rail 
lines 

  C  

Warehouse   P  
Agriculture and Open Space 
Agriculture C C  See Section 501 
Cannabis cultivation, indoor   I See Section 501 
Cannabis cultivation, outdoor I   See Section 501 
Conservancy P P P  
Commercial animal boarding C   See Section 501 
Utilities and Transportation 
Cannabis transportation and delivery   P  
Essential services P P P  
Small wireless facility C C C See Section 501 
Solar energy system, community-scale C  C See Section 501 
Telecommunication tower facility C C C See Section 501 
Transportation or freight terminal   P  
Miscellaneous 
Planned unit development (PUD) C C  See Section 501 

 
Table 4.2 Accessory Uses in SFR, SFU, and LI Districts 

Accessory Use 
Zoning District Use Standards 

Reference SFR SFU LI 
Accessory living space C C  See Subsection 502.1 
Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 
Accessory structure for residential purposes C C  See Subsection 502.3 
Antenna   C C C See Subsection 502.5 
Bulk Storage (liquid)   C See Subsection 502.6 
Carport P    
Commercial animal boarding PS   See Section 501 
Day care, group family P P  See Subsection 502.7 
Home occupation PS PS  See Subsection 502.8 
Keeping of chickens PS PS  See Subsection 502.9 
Maintenance, facility, and storage buildings  
owned and operated by property  
associations on lots without a principal  
structure 

C C   

Off street loading space   P  
Off street parking space P P P  
Open and outdoor storage   C See Subsection 502.10 
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Accessory Use 
Zoning District Use Standards 

Reference SFR SFU LI 
Accessory living space C C  See Subsection 502.1 
Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 
Accessory structure for residential purposes C C  See Subsection 502.3 
Antenna   C C C See Subsection 502.5 
Bulk Storage (liquid)   C See Subsection 502.6 
Carport P    
Commercial animal boarding PS   See Section 501 
Day care, group family P P  See Subsection 502.7 
Recreational equipment P P   
Recreational vehicle and equipment storage PS PS  See Subsection 502.12 
Sacred community PS   See Subsection 502.13 
Seasonal produce stand PS PS PS See Subsection 502.14 
Solar energy system, building-integrated PS PS PS See Subsection 502.15 
Solar energy system, ground-mounted PS PS PS See Section 502 
Uses customarily associated with and 
incidental to a principal use 

P P P  

  
 

4. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 401. Zoning Districts Outside of the Lower St. Croix River 
District 
 
§ 401.4. Dimensional Standards 
 
Table 4.4 Site and Height Dimension Table 

Zoning 
District 

Minimum Setback (ft.) Maximum 
Height (ft.) Road ROW Interior 

Side 
Corner Side Rear 

SFR State Highway: 50 
County Road: 40 
City Street: 40 min, 
80 max 

20 40 50 35 

SFU 301 10 30 25 35 
LI2 100 15 100 30 45 

1 An average setback may be used in a block where two (2) or more residences have been 
erected facing the same street. In that case, the setback for the remaining lots in that block 
fronting on the same street shall be determined by using the average setback of the existing 
residences. 
2 No building shall be located within 50 feet of any rear lot line abutting a lot in any residential 
or agricultural district. 
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5. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 401. Zoning Districts Outside of the Lower St. Croix River 
District 
 
§ 401.6. LI District Standards 
1. Buildings in the LI District shall be constructed with durable exterior materials in natural 

color tones. 
 

6. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 402. Lower St. Croix River District 

§ 402.2 Subdistricts 

 Table 4.5 Principal Uses in SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC Districts 
 

Principal Use Zoning District Use Standards Reference 
SC-RR SC-UR SC-VC 

Residential Uses 
Dwelling, single unit detached  PS PS   
Residential care facility, (6 or fewer 
persons) 

P P   

Commercial mixed use   C See Section 501 
Public/Institutional Uses 
Child care center     C  
Day care facility P P   
Library     P  
Municipal government and utility 
buildings 

C C P  

Park, playground, or open space P PS P See Section 501 
Place of worship C C P See Section 501 
School    C  
Commercial 
Adult use     C See Section 501 
Auto service station     C See Section 501 
Business, office     P  
Business, retail     P  
Business, service     P  
Cannabis retail business   I See Chapter 32 
Lower potency hemp edible retail 
business 

  I See Chapter 32 

Existing restaurant or tavern   P  P  
Restaurant or tavern   P  
Agriculture and Open Space 
Agriculture C C   See Section 501 
Cannabis cultivation, outdoor I   See Section 501 
Conservancy P P P  
Utilities and Transportation 
Essential services P P P  
Small wireless facility C C C See Section 501 
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Principal Use Zoning District Use Standards Reference 
SC-RR SC-UR SC-VC 

Telecommunication tower facility C C C See Section 501 
Miscellaneous 
Planned cluster development  C   See Subsection 402.3.6 

 

Table 4.6 Accessory Uses in SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC Districts 

Accessory Use Zoning District Use Standards Reference 
SC-RR SC-UR SC-VC 

Accessory living space  C  See Subsection 502.1 
Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 
Adult use   C See Section 501 
Animal boarding PS   See Subsection 502.4 
Antenna C C C See Subsection 502.5 
Day care, group family CP CP  See Subsection 502.7 
Home occupation C C  See Subsection 502.8 
Keeping of chickens PS PS  See Subsection 502.9 
Off street loading space   P  
Off street parking space P P P  
Open and outdoor storage   C See Subsection 502.10 
Outdoor dining area  C C  
Outdoor sales   C See Subsection 502.11 
Recreational equipment  P P   
Sacred community  C C C See Subsection 502.13 
Seasonal produce stand PS PS  See Subsection 502.14 
Solar energy system, building-
integrated 

C C C See Subsection 502.15 

Solar energy system, ground-mounted C C C See Section 502 

Uses customarily associated with and 
incidental to the permitted use 

P P P  

 

7. Division 400 Zoning Districts; Section 402 Lower St. Croix River District 

§ 402.4. Application Procedures 

Table 4.11. Permit Process and Review Authority 

Permit Type Zoning District 
SC-UR SC-RR SC-VC 

Building Permits LP LP LA-FDLP 
Septic Permits   LP LP LP 
Grading Permits LP LP LP 
Tree Cutting Permits LP LP LP 
Conditional Use Permits PH-FD PH-FD PH-FD 



7 
 

Permit Type Zoning District 
SC-UR SC-RR SC-VC 

Amendments to Ordinance PH-CC PH-CC PH-CC 
Amendments to District Boundary PH-CC PH-CC PH-CC 
Plats and Cluster Developments PH-WA-FD PH-WA-FD PH-WA-FD 
Variances PH-CC PH-CC PH-CC 
LP = Permit issued by the local authority in accordance with this Ordinance and all other local 
permit requirements 
CC = Certification by the Commissioner of Natural Resources prior to final, local approval 
PH = Public hearing necessary by the local authority giving 20 days’ notice of meeting to the 
Commissioner of Natural Resources and other agencies listed in Section 402.4.1 of this Ordinance 
FD = Local authority forwards any decisions to the Commission of Natural Resources within 10 
days after taking final action 
WA = The Commission of Natural Resources may submit, after notice of public hearing and before 
the local authority gives preliminary approval, a written review of the project 
LA = Application for permit review by the City Planning Commission and City Council  
NA = Not Applicable 

 

8. Division 500. Use-Specific Standards; Section 501 Principal Use Standards 

§ 501.7 Dwelling, Single-Unit 

1. Single-unit dwellings shall be constructed upon a continuous permanent foundation meeting 
the requirements of the State Building Code.  

2. Single-unit dwellings shall be permanently connected to utilities.  
 

9. Division 500. Use-Specific Standards; Section 501 Principal Use Standards 

§ 501.12 Solar Energy System, Community-Scale 

1. Community-scale solar systems shall comply with all applicable local, state, and federal 
regulations, including the Minnesota State Building Code and the Electrical Code.  

2. Community-scale solar systems shall be limited in size to a maximum of 10 acres.  
3. Systems shall comply with setback and height limitations for the district in which the system 

is located. 
4. Systems shall be screened from existing adjacent residences in accordance with Section 605 

Screening.  
5. A decommissioning plan shall be provided to ensure that facilities are properly removed 

after their useful life. This plan shall include provisions for removal of all structures and 
foundations, restoration of soil and vegetation, and assurances that financial resources will 
be available to fully decommission the site.   

10. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 502 Accessory Use Standards 

§ 502.7 Day Care, Group Family 

1. The facility shall be in compliance with Minnesota Department of Human Services, chapter 
9502, licensing of day care facilities. 
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11. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 502 Accessory Use Standards 

§ 502.15. Solar Energy System  
1. Types of Systems  

A. Within the SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC districts, only building integrated solar shall be 
allowed.  

B. Within the SFR, SFU, and LI districts, both building-integrated and ground-mounted 
solar energy systems are allowed and must be installed with appropriate plantings.   

2. Required solar fencing shall be aesthetically consistent with agricultural or deer type fencing.  
3. Solar installations shall not have direct glare impact onto streets, patios, dwellings, and 

structures on neighboring lots. 
 
§ 502.14 Solar Energy System, Building-Integrated 
1. General Requirements 

A. All solar energy systems require a building permit. The building permit shall be 
obtained prior to installation. In addition to the regular informational requirements 
for a building permit, the applicant must submit supplementary information 
pertaining to the nature of the solar energy system including:  

I. Total square footage of the solar energy system.  
II. Total energy production for the site.  

III. To scale horizontal and vertical (elevation) drawings.  
IV. Drawings must show the location of the system on the building or on the 

property including the property lines and proposed screening, if required.  
B. The solar energy system shall comply with the Minnesota State Building Code and 

Electrical Code.  
C. All components of a solar energy system must have an Underwriters Laboratories, 

Inc. (UL) listing.  
D. Solar energy systems shall be designed and located in order to prevent reflective 

glare toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent properties, as well as adjacent 
street rights-of-way. Steps to control glare nuisance may include selective placement 
of the system, screening on the side of the solar array facing the reflectors, reducing 
use of the reflector system, or other remedies that limit glare.  

E. No solar energy system may be installed until evidence has been given to the City 
that the owner has notified the utility company of the customer's intent to install an 
interconnected customer-owned generator. Off-grid systems are exempt from this 
requirement.  

F. Safety Measures.  
I. A clearly-visible warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the 

base of all pad-mounted transformers and substations.  
II. All mechanical equipment, including any structure for batteries or storage 

cells, must be completely enclosed by a fence with a self-locking gate, and 
provided with screening in accordance with Section 605 Screening.  
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G. Abandonment. If the solar energy system remains nonfunctional or inoperative for a 
continuous period of 12 months, the system will be deemed abandoned and will 
constitute a public nuisance. The owner must remove the abandoned system at 
their expense within 90 days. Removal includes the entire structure including 
transmission equipment, structures and foundations, and the restoration of soil and 
vegetation. 

2. Building-integrated solar energy systems shall comply with the principal structure setbacks 
for the zoning district in which the system is located.  

3. Building-integrated solar energy systems shall not exceed the maximum allowed building 
height in any Zoning District.  

4. Building-integrated solar energy systems on commercial or industrial buildings shall be 
installed so that they are compatible with the building architecture.  

5. Roof-mounted solar energy systems shall not extend beyond the perimeter of the building 
on which the system is mounted or built. Exterior piping for solar hot water systems may be 
allowed to extend beyond the perimeter of the building. 

 
12. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 502 Accessory Use Standards 

§ 502.15 Solar Energy System, Ground-Mounted 

1. All general requirements for solar energy systems listed in Subsection 502.14.1 shall be met. 
2. No more than one ground-mounted solar energy system shall be installed on a property. 
3. The maximum size of a ground-mounted solar energy system is 800 square feet. A system 

with a footprint that exceeds 800 square feet will require a conditional use permit. 
4. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall meet the standards for accessory structures 

specified in Section 502.2 Accessory Structures except that these systems are excluded from 
the size and number limitations for accessory structures.  

5. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be considered to be impervious. 
6. Ground-mounted solar energy systems may not exceed 15 feet in height when oriented at 

maximum tilt.  
7. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be screened from view of the public right-of-

way following the standards in Section 605 Screening if:  
A. The solar energy system requires approval of a CUP; or 
B. The solar energy system is located within 100 feet of a public right-of-way. 

 
13. Division 600 Development Standards; Section 608 Grading and Drainage 

§ 608.1 Land Alteration 

1. Depositing a total of more than 50 cubic yards of material per 0.5 acre or less, either by 
hauling in or regardingregrading the area, shall constitute land reclamation and shall require 
a permit from the Building Inspector.  

2. The permit shall be issued only after the City has received and approved a finished grading 
plan, pursuant to Subsection 608.2. of this Ordinance, which shows that the land 
reclamation will not adversely affect the adjacent land.  
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3. The permit may include conditions regarding the type of material permitted, program for 
rodent control, plan for fire control, site controls of vehicular ingress and egress and 
drainage, and control of material dispersed from wind or hauling of material to or from the 
site. 

4. A grading and filling permit may be issued only if: 
A. Slopes greater than 12 percent (12 feet vertical rise in 100 horizontal feet) are preserved 

to the greatest extent possible; 
B. Earth moving, erosion, vegetative cutting, drainage to adjacent properties, filling of 

wetlands, and the destruction of natural amenities is minimized; 
C. The smallest amount of ground is exposed for as short a time as possible; 
D. During construction, temporary ground cover such as mulch is used and permanent 

ground cover such as sod is planted upon completion, taking into consideration seasonal 
conditions; 

E. Methods to prevent erosion and trap sediment are employed; and 
F. Fill is stabilized to accepted engineering standards. 

5. A separate grading and filling permit is not required for grading, filling, or excavating the 
minimum area necessary for a structure, sewage disposal system, private road, and parking 
area undertaken pursuant to a validly issued building permit that accounts for site grading 
impacts. 

6. No water area shall be filled, partially filled, dredged, altered by grading, mining, or 
otherwise utilized or disturbed in any manner without first securing a permit from the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the 
affected Watershed District or Watershed Management Organization, as applicable. Such 
grading may be reviewed and approved by the Department of Natural Resources, the City 
Engineer, the Watershed District, Watershed Management Organization, and the Planning 
Commission. 

7. Water areas shall include all lakes, ponds, swamps, streams, drainage ways, floodways, 
natural water courses, underground water resources and similar features involving directly 
or indirectly the use of water within the community. 

 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after is adoption and publication, 
as provided by law.  

 

Approved and adopted by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix this ___day of _________, 
2026.  

 

        BY: ________________/s/_______ 

         Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 
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____________________/s/________ 

Attest: Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

 

DRAFTED BY: 
HKGi 
800 Washington Ave. N., Suite 207 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


