
 

MOSC City Council & Planning Commission Workshop 
6:30 pm, February 4, 2025 

AGENDA 

 

 

Working Relationship and Roles Between PC and Council 
• Review City Code Chapter 2 
• Review recommendation re: Council member attendance at PC meetings 

2025 Work Plan 
• Update on 2025 priorities 
• Council input and suggestions 

Agriculture, with Focus on Riverway Districts 
• Overview of PC goals, next steps, and timeline 
• Topics being discussed by PC: 

o How to allow homesteading and small-scale income generation while limiting 
commercial-scale agriculture to appropriate areas 

o Greenhouses and indoor cultivation (vs. field crops) 
o Livestock 
o Chickens – districts and number of chickens 
o Beekeeping 
o Home Occupations (also related to Ticketed Events, below) 

Ticketed Events / Commercial Activity in Residential Districts 
• Direction for Commission’s role, and level of priority for Council 

Legislative Protections in Historic Riverway Districts 
• Background  
• Next Steps & Timeline  
• Clarify which councilmember(s) will work with PC 

2050 Met Council population projection implications for MoSC (Ward) 
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CHAPTER 2 CITY ADMINISTRATIONS 
 
2.01.  BONDS OF CITY OFFICERS.  
 
Subdivision 1.  The City Council of Marine on St. Croix requires the City Clerk and the 
Treasurer to furnish a bond conditioned for the faithful exercise of their respective duties 
and the proper applications of, and payment upon demand of, all money officially 
received by the officer. 
 
Subd. 2.  The amount of the bond for the City Clerk shall be $2,000.00.  The amount of 
the bond for the Treasurer shall be $3,000.00. 
 
Subd. 3.  Payment of the premium on the official bonds of the City Clerk and the 
Treasurer shall be from city funds. 
 
Subd. 4.  The bonds furnished by the City Clerk and the Treasurer pursuant to this 
selection shall be corporate surety bonds. 
 
2.02.  PLANNING COMMISSION. 
 
Subdivision 1. A Planning Commission is established (4/25/1974) and shall have the 
powers and duties required by State of Minnesota Statutes and this Code.   

Subd. 2. The Planning Commission shall consist of not less than 5 nor more than 9 
members who shall serve without compensation. 

Subd. 3. Members of the Planning Commission shall be appointed by the City Council 
for a term of three (3) year except that the term may be reduced to one (1) or two (2) 
years at the time of initial appointment so that not more than three (3) members shall be 
appointed in any one year. 

Subd. 4. A. In the event a vacancy in the Planning Commission shall occur for any 
reason, such vacancy may be filled by the Council in which event the member so 
appointed shall serve for the unexpired term of the member replaced. 

B. Absence from any three (3) consecutive regular scheduled meetings or four in 
a year constitutes a vacancy if declared so by the City Council. In the event of any 
vacancy, the mayor, with the approval of the council, may appoint a person to complete 
the unexpired term. 

Subd. 5.  State of Minnesota statutes define the function and duty of the Planning 
Commission to include: 

• Prepare the comprehensive plan of the city and review and recommend 
amendments or additions thereto for adoption by the City Council whenever 
changed conditions or further study by the commission indicates that 
amendments or additions are necessary 
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• Review and comment on all proposed public acquisitions or disposal of real 
property within the city. This includes acquisitions or disposal by the city, but 
also:  

o Any special district or agency in the city.   
o Any other political subdivision (public schools or the county for example) 

having jurisdiction within the city.  
• Review and comment on all proposed public capital improvements within the city. 

This includes not only capital improvements built by the city, but also by:  
o Any special district or agency in the city.  
o Any other political subdivision having jurisdiction within the city.  

• Hear and make recommendations upon: 
o violations for the strict application of this ordinance 
o requests for variance(s), conditional or special use permits 
o proposed plats or amendments of existing plats  

• Review matters relating to:  
o buildings 
o arrangement of streets and improvements 
o public utilities services 
o parks and playgrounds 
o use of property 
o density of population 
o the orderly development of residential, business, industrial, recreational 

and public lands in the city  
o and such other and similar matters related to the orderly development of 

the city. 

Subd. 6. The Planning Commission shall serve as an Historic District Board under the 
provisions of the Minnesota Historic District Act of 1971 to hear and report to the 
Council on matters pertaining to the control and maintenance of historic districts within 
the limits of the city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Review recommendation re: Council member attendance at PC meetings 

Background: In July 2022, City Clerk Peterson spoke with the City’s attorney by phone to clarify 
whether a quorum of council members attending planning commission meetings, including public 
hearings, would constitute a violation of open meeting law. He advised that it would. 

He also discouraged council members from attending Planning Commission meetings because it 
could give the impression that Council may be trying to influence discussions or a vote. He advised 
council members to watch recordings of meetings after the fact.  

Although generally discouraged, one to two council members can attend a PC meeting without 
violating open meeting law. If a council member has a reason to attend or was invited to attend, the 
best practice is to let City staff know in advance so staff can track whether a quorum will be 
reached and post notices accordingly. 
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Abbreviations: 
CC – City Council 
KS – Kristina Smitten 
PC – Planning Commission 
SS – Scott Spisak 
 

2025 Priorities 
• Ag Moratorium / Agriculture in Riverway Districts 
• Protections for Historic Riverway Buildings 
• Lot Area Requirements 
• Solar 
• Zoning Code Errata Corrections

 

Policy Planning 

PC Member  Task Notes, date completed, etc. 

 Ag Moratorium / Ag in Riverway • Revise definitions, standards, etc. as appropriate 

 Protections for Historic Riverway 
Buildings  

• Add language to Comp Plan about the Landing and/or preservation of 
historic structures (completed 2024). 

• Legislative Lobbying to create statutory exceptions: Use GIS to show bluff 
and front yard setbacks; show prop. values and potential tax impact. 

• Possibly enact a historic preservation ordinance.  
• Refer to the 2002 Cooperative Management Plan for the Lower St. Croix. 

Riverway, which includes language about the value of historic structures in 
the Riverway.  

• Refer to MN Rules themselves, which include language to “maintain and 
preserve the character” of what was there historically.  

Scott Solar language addition 
 

SS: The work that was done with Great plains Institute in 2015 and earlier is now 
outdated. GPI has a new model ordinance template for MN that the City should use 
to customize an ordinance. GPI is able to offer consulting services to the City. There 
is some fairly significant work involved here. See; 
https://www.betterenergy.org/blog/minnesota-solar-toolkit/ 

Also, should ground-mounted arrays should be listed as an accessory use in all 
districts? Currently this is not uniform. 

https://www.betterenergy.org/blog/minnesota-solar-toolkit/
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 Ticketed Events in Residential Districts Commercial use (limited ticketed events) allowed in residential districts in City Code, 
but not Zoning Code. 

 Vegetative Cutting – (1) Requires 
review to be sure it’s current.  

• The city provides veg. cutting permits in parts of the river overlay district. 
See 510.6(1) (a)&(b)  

• KS Also see Forestry Committee review comments.  

 Tree Preservation language – 
Coordinate review by forestry group 

In the Lower St. Croix: 
Cutting of trees and shrubs is not allowed without a local permit: 

• On slopes over 12% 
• Within 40 feet of blufflines 
• Within the following distances from the Ordinary High Water Level: 

o Rural Districts: 200 feet 
o Urban Districts: 100 feet 

A local permit is only allowed for: 
• Trees less than 6 inches in diameter at breast height 
• Vegetation not screening structures from views from the river 
• Activities that preserve essential character, quality, density and continuous 

canopy 
• Diseased trees, if removal is in public interest 

Permits not needed for: 
• The minimum necessary for activities under a building permit 

• Maintenance of transportation and utility rights-of-way 

 Comprehensive Plan Consistency and 
Errors  

• Change to allow for density bonuses in planned unit developments. 
• Ensure code is consistent with Comp Plan policies. 
• Address “group housing” (senior and/or multi-generational) 

Kristina 401.5.3.C - add a credit option for 
open space? 

• Similar to use of wetland replacement credits. This would allow discretion 
for open space to be placed in priority locations and not only at the 
proposed development site.  
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Kristina 602 Lighting nuisance GreenStep / Dark Skies has asked to consider code modification to include: 
• All parking lot and security lighting shall be directed away from adjoining 

residential areas. 
• Linear LED or neon architectural or sign accents are not allowed with the 

exception of temporary seasonal lighting.  
• Exterior house lights shall be subject to a curfew time, unless for necessity. 

Needs discussion. 
 Wetland Buffer Regulations • Council Request led by Ward. Should coordinate effort with revisions for 

watershed district’s new regulations. May Township’s code may serve as 
starting point. 

 Tiny Homes  AARP has a good model zoning ordinance that balances the needs of communities 
and tiny home residents. There isn’t always consistency – some have a foundation; 
others are on wheels. Cities typically require foundation. May tie into lot area 
requirements (below). 

 Watershed District Changes Consider changes requested by the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District – 
there may be grant funds available for professional help with this. 

 Various Types of Group Living How should senior and/or multi-generational housing be addressed at a high level? 
Possible comp plan item. Does Marine want to allow multi-family housing? Right 
now the code doesn’t allow. 

 
 
Zoning Code Clarifications or Minor Updates 

 
 Code Corrections • Table 4.4 (p. 31) lists an 80-foot maximum setback on city streets in the SFR 

District. We found a version of this in the old zoning code, but the maximum 
only applied to new lots, thus wasn’t applied in many instances. We’d like to 
correct this either by eliminating the maximum altogether or adding the old 
language back in. 

• Manufactured Home definition (p. 19): Clarify to allow prefab homes but not 
trailer homes (Administrator suggestion). 
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• 608.1 Land Alteration (p. 107) Change “regarding” to “regrading” 

 Lot Area Requirements: 
Septic requirement if hook-up is 
available - Is it necessary for lots to 
have two septic sites available if the 
property is hooked-up to city sewer?   

 

Discussions with Lynette  provided below - changes in septic requirements could 
drive the PC/CC to consider reducing the minimum lot size in certain areas, especially 
the village area? KS opinion that PC should be involved in septic requirements, as it 
relates to Comp Plan implementation and has land use implications. 

Sandy’s questions to Lynette (2021): 

1. If a lot is not hooked up to the collection system/shared septic drain field, it must 
have a primary septic drain field site as well as a back-up, secondary site on the lot in 
case the primary site fails. 

2. If a lot is hooked up to the collection system/shared septic drain field, it still needs 
to pass a perc test to show it could drain septic in case there is a failure in the septic 
tank and/or the city collection system? 

3. Am I capturing this correctly? Is it codified anywhere, code or policy or ordinance? 
I have heard of reference to Ordinance No. 70 as the "Septic ordinance.” 

Lynette’s response: Yes, those are the septic requirements but those are laid out in 
the City Code, not the Zoning ordinance. We are actually in the process of reviewing 
the septic code now that we do have some available connections again, but all City 
Code revisions are done by Council approval so Planning Commission does not need 
to review. We are hoping to have the draft amendments to the sewer ordinance 
ready for the November Council meeting. There should not be any changes in the 
Zoning code as a result however.      

Kristina LI building guidelines – natural colors, 
durable materials. 

Suggested to add to Section 509 exterior color guidelines and durable construction 
materials. 

 



EXERPT FROM Planning Report 
Introduction to Agricultural Uses Moratoria 

January 28, 2025  

Principal and Accessory Uses 
Currently, agriculture and agriculture-related uses are allowed in the City as follows: 

Use SC-
RR 

SC-
UR 

SC-
VC 

SFR SFU LI 

Principal Use 

Agriculture C C C C 

Cannabis cultivation, indoor I 

Cannabis cultivation, outdoor I I 

Accessory Use 

Accessory structure PS PS PS PS PS PS 

Gardening and other horticulture use P P P P P P 

Home occupation C C PS PS 

Keeping of chickens PS PS 

Seasonal produce stand PS C 



EXCERPT FROM Planning Report 
Introduction to Agricultural Uses Moratoria 

January 28, 2025  

Use-Specific Standards 
Several of the City’s existing agriculture-related uses have use-specific standards. These 
standards are attached for the Planning Commission’s review. In preparation for a discussion 
about potential standards for agricultural uses, Commissioners should consider the current or 
potential impacts of agricultural uses on surrounding properties. 

City Council Input 
In order to ensure families can be more self-reliant and resilient, City Councilmember Anderson 
has asked that the Planning Commission include the following topics in its upcoming discussion 
about agriculture: 

1) Consider adding language that makes it clear property owners have the right to have a
vegetable garden on their property.

2) Add beekeeping as a permitted with standards use and create new use-specific standards
for it.

3) Evaluate the City’s existing standards related to the keeping of livestock, including
chickens, to ensure that residents are able to raise animals for their family’s consumption.
In particular, he recommended that the City reevaluate the required types of animals per
acre.

Attachments 
» Current zoning map
» Current use-specific standards for agricultural uses
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Section 403. Floodplain Overlay District 

See City Code Chapter 21 Flood Plain Management for regulations pertaining to this district. 

DIVISION 500. USE-SPECIFIC STANDARDS 

Section 501. Principal Use Standards 

§ 501.1. Adult Use

1. See City Code Chapter 25 Adult Uses.

§ 501.2. Agriculture

1. All farms in existence upon the effective date of this Ordinance shall be a permitted use where
the operator may conduct a farming operation. All regulations contained in this Section shall
apply to all changes of the farming operation which will cause all or part of the area to become
more intensively used or more urban in character.

2. A maximum number of farm animals per acre of farmland shall be allowed as specified in Table
5.1 below:

Table 5.1. Number of Animals Allowed

Animals Number/Acre1 

Horses 1/2 

Cattle, mules, donkeys, llama 1/2 

Goats, sheep, swine 2/1 

Turkeys, ducks, geese, chicken2, rabbits 5/1 

Other animals as permitted by the City Council upon evaluation of size, required 
habitat, and ratio per acre of animals for the specific lot. 
1 Farmland acreage for the purpose of this computation shall not include or encroach 
on slopes in excess of 18%, wetlands, wetland buffers, and floodplains. 
2 On lots less than 5 acres, the maximum number of chickens allowed on a property 
shall be determined by Section 5.02 Chickens on Parcels less than 5 Acres. 

3. All stables, structures, or other facilities for housing animals shall be located a minimum distance
of 200 feet from any property line, and all corral areas shall be located a minimum distance of
100 feet from any property line.

§ 501.3. Auto Service Station

1. All structures and grounds shall be maintained in an orderly, clean, and safe manner.
2. Setbacks.

A. The principal structure shall be set back at least 35 feet from the street right-of-way.

B. All structures shall be set back at least 25 feet from adjoining residential property and at
least 10 feet from adjoining commercial property.
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3. Architecture. The station should be of a type that is reasonably compatible with the 
surroundings.  

4. Vehicles. No vehicles shall be parked on the premises other than those utilized by employees or 
awaiting service. No vehicle shall be parked or be awaiting service longer than 15 days. 

5. Exterior Storage.  
A. Exterior storage besides vehicles shall be limited to service equipment and items offered for 

sale on pump islands.  

B. Exterior storage of items offered for sale shall meet setback requirements and shall be 
located in containers such as the racks, metal trays, and similar structures designed to 
display merchandise. 

6. Outdoor Displays.  
A. The storage of tires, batteries, and other such items for sale outside the building shall be 

controlled. Such items shall be displayed in specially designed containers and be limited to 
one (1) or two (2) areas well back from the street right-of-way line.  

B. Junk cars, empty cans, and other unsightly materials shall not be permitted in an area 
subject to public view and shall be screened as required in Provision 7 below.  

7. Screening.  
A. The auto service use and all associated equipment, exterior storage, discarded parts, refuse, 

and debris shall be screened as specified in Section 605 Screening. If the auto service use 
abuts a park or open space, the corresponding side of the auto service use shall be screened 
from view. 

8. Conditional Uses. Business activities not listed in the definition of service stations in this 
Ordinance are not permitted on the premises of a service station unless a conditional use permit 
is obtained specifically for such business. Such activities include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 
A. Automatic car and truck wash. 
B. Rental of vehicles, equipment or trailers. 

C. General retail sales. 

§ 501.4. Cannabis Cultivation 

1. All cultivation operations shall ensure all associated odors cannot be detected by a person with a 
normal sense of smell at the property line. Enhanced ventilation systems designed to prevent 
detection of cannabis or hemp odor from any adjoining use, parcel, public or private street 
and/or right-of-way, park, or building unit, shall be installed and maintained.  

2. All lighting shall be shielded and angled in such a way as to prevent light from spilling outside of 
the boundaries of the parcel(s) or premises or directly focusing on any surrounding uses. 

3. Noise produced by a cannabis cultivation business shall not be audible at the property line, 
except for normal car and pedestrian activity.  

4. Security measures to both deter and prevent unauthorized entrance into areas containing 
cannabis or cannabis products shall be implemented and maintained as shown on a City-
approved security plan. 

5. All cannabis cultivation operations shall adhere to the size limitations specified in Minnesota 
Statutes Chapter 342. 
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5. Revocation. The City Council may revoke a conditional use permit is the permittee fails to comply 
with the conditions attached to the issuance of the permit or otherwise fails to comply with the 
provisions of this section. Prior to revocation, the City Council shall conduct a hearing preceded 
by 10 days mail notice to the permittee. 

§ 502.2. Accessory Structure 

1. Purpose. The standards of this section are intended to lessen the visual impact of accessory 
structures from adjacent properties and the public right-of-way and ensure that accessory 
structures are aesthetically and architecturally compatible with the principal structure on the 
property. 

2. In All Districts 
A. No accessory structure shall be constructed or developed on a lot prior to construction of 

the principal structure. 
I. In the SFR and SFU zoning districts, an accessory structure may be allowed by a 

conditional use permit on property without a principal structure for any homeowner’s 
association, organization, or non-individual property owner.  

B. In addition to the standards below, an accessory structure may be located within the 
required rear yard setback provided that the lot is not a through lot and said accessory 
structure does not occupy more than 25 percent of the required rear yard. 

3. In Residential Districts 
A. Area 

I. Within the SFU and SC-UR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the following 
building size standards: 
a. The sum total of square footage of attached garages and all detached accessory 

structures for non-farm or non-agricultural purposes shall be limited to 1,450 square 
feet of foundation area. 

b. No individual detached accessory structure shall exceed 750 square feet of 
foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall exceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the principal 
structure or 750 square feet of foundation area, whichever is less. 

II. Within the SFR and SC-RR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the following 
building size standards: 
a. The sum total square footage of attached garages and all detached accessory 

structures for non-farm or non-agricultural purposes shall be limited to 2,400 square 
feet of foundation area. 

b. No individual detached accessory structure shall exceed 1,500 square feet in 
foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall exceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the principal 
building or 1,500 square feet of foundation area, whichever is less. 

B. Placement 
I. Detached accessory structures shall be set back at least five (5) feet from the rear lot 

line.  
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II. Accessory structures in the SFU, SC-RR, and SC-UR districts shall be set back at least 10 
feet from any side property line.  

III. Accessory structures in the SFR District shall be set back at least 20 feet from any side 
property line.  

IV. No detached accessory structure shall be located nearer the front property line than the 
principal structure on the lot, except by administrative permit subject to all of the 
following conditions: 
a. The front yard location is necessary to mitigate a physical feature, lake or stream 

frontage, topography, tree preservation, lot narrowness, and/or other conditions 
unique to the lot that prevents an accessory structure from being located behind the 
front building line of the principal structure. 

b. The maximum size of the accessory structure is 750 square feet in foundation area 
or 75 percent of the principal structure foundation size, whichever is less. 

c. The accessory structure is oriented with respect to the street so that any garage 
door faces a side or rear lot line. 

V. Detached garage 

a. When a detached garage is oriented so as to face onto a public street, it shall be at 
least 35 feet from the front property line. 

b. Detached garages that receive direct access from a rear alley shall be set back 20 
feet from the rear lot line. 

C. Structure Height 
I. No accessory structure shall exceed the height of the principal structure.  
II. No access door or other opening shall exceed a height of 10 feet.  

D. Architectural Standards 
I. For accessory structures with non-farm or non-agricultural purposes, the choice of the 

exterior building materials, color, roof line, and architectural style shall be similar and 
complementary to the principal structure.  

II. A concrete slab or other suitable foundation is required.  
III. Pole buildings are prohibited in all districts except for those used for farm or agricultural 

purposes. 
4. In Village Center and Limited Industry Districts 

A. Accessory structures may be located any place to the rear of the principal building, subject 
to the building code and fire code regulations. 

B. No accessory structure shall exceed the height of the principal building except by conditional 
use permit. 

§ 502.3. Accessory Structure for Residential Purposes 

1. Use of an accessory structure for residential purposes where there is a sewer hook-up provided 
that: 

A. The facility is used by the occupants of the principal structure as an extension of their 
residential use of that structure; 

B. The facility does not contain both bathroom and kitchen facilities; 
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H. Short-wave radio transmitting and receiving: A wire, set of wires or a device, consisting of a 
metal, carbon fiber, or other electromagnetically conductive element used for the 
transmission and reception of radio waves used for short-wave radio communications, and 
including the support structure thereof. 

I. Support structure: Any building or other structure other than a tower which is intended to 
be used for location of antennas. 

J. Temporary mobile: Any mobile tower, pole, or structure located on a trailer, vehicle, or 
temporary platform intended primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna or similar 
apparatus for personal wireless services, also commonly referred to as Cellular on Wheels 
(COW). 

K. Tower: A self-supporting lattice, guyed or monopole structure constructed from grade which 
supports personal wireless service antennas. The term tower shall not include amateur radio 
operators’ equipment, as licensed by the FCC. 

3. Antennas and satellite dishes accessory to the principal structure shall not be subject to the 
height limitations of the SFR District provided: 
A. Antenna structures attached to the principal structure shall not extend more than 15 feet 

above the roof line. 
B. Detached antenna structures shall be set back from property lines a distance of one foot for 

every one foot of height, and have a maximum 35-foot height. 
C. Detached antenna structures shall be located within the building envelope defined in 

Section 401.5.2.F. 

§ 502.6. Bulk Storage (Liquid) 

1. The City Council may require the development of diking around said tanks.  
2. Diking shall be suitably sealed and shall hold a leakage capacity equal to 115 percent of the tank 

capacity.  

§ 502.7. Day Care, Group Family 

1. The facility shall be in compliance with Minnesota Department of Human Services, chapter 9502, 
licensing of day care facilities. 

§ 502.8. Home Occupation 

1. Purpose. The regulation of home occupations within residential structures is intended to ensure 
that the occupational use is clearly accessory or secondary to the principal dwelling use and that 
compatibility with surrounding residential uses is maintained. 

2. The following activities or those deemed to be similar by Zoning Administration Staff shall be 
prohibited from being home occupations: 
A. Dispatch businesses 

B. Firearm training/instruction 
C. Large volume sales 
D. Uses which require disposal of biohazardous waste 
E. Repair or painting of vehicles/trailers/equipment 

F. Machine shop 
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3. General Home Occupation Requirements. The following standards shall apply to all home 
occupations:  
A. The home occupation shall be conducted entirely within the principal structure or within a 

permitted accessory structure.  
B. The home occupation shall not exceed 355 square feet of the gross floor of a dwelling or the 

total gross floor area of a single accessory building. 
C. The home occupation shall not adversely change the character of the neighborhood in which 

it is located, including but not limited to:  
I. The home occupation shall not produce light, noise, odor, vibration, or electrical 

interference that will in any way have an objectionable effect upon adjacent or nearby 
properties. 

II. The home occupation shall not significantly alter the traffic pattern of the neighborhood. 
The traffic pattern generated by the home occupation shall only involve vehicles of the 
type that typically service single unit dwellings and shall constitute neither a nuisance 
nor a safety hazard. 

III. The home occupation shall not require interior or exterior alterations or involve 
mechanical or electrical equipment not customarily found in a home. 

IV. The home occupation shall not include the operation of mechanical or electrical 
equipment if the operation of such equipment produces noise, odor, vibration, or 
electrical interference that interferes unreasonably with the desired quiet residential 
environment of the neighborhood or endangers the health and safety of neighborhood. 

V. The home occupation shall not include outdoor storage of equipment, machinery, 
inventory, tools, or any other item used in connection with the business, except for 
parking of business vehicles of classes 1-3. Class 4-8 vehicles may be parked temporarily 
on site for the purposes of loading, unloading, or rendering a service.  

VI. No exterior display or signs shall be visible from outside the building in which a home 
occupation is operated. 

D. Sufficient off-street parking shall be provided for the home occupation. On-street parking 
attributed to the home occupation shall be prohibited. 

E. Premises used for home occupations shall conform to the Uniform Building Code and Fire 
Code. 

4. Requirements for Permitted Home Occupations. 
A. No person other than those who live on the premises shall be employed.  
B. Direct sales shall be prohibited on the premises except as may be conducted through the use 

of the U.S. Mail, commercial delivery services by a vehicle no larger than a step van, or by 
telephone or internet sales. 

5. Requirements for Interim Use Home Occupations. Home occupations which exceed the 
requirements in Provision 4 above shall require an interim use permit and shall comply with the 
following requirements: 
A. The home occupation shall meet all standards listed in Provision 3, above. 
B. Home occupations shall be owned and operated by the owner/occupant of the residence. 

The home occupation may allow up to two (2) employees other than those living on the 
premises. 
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C. Product production, service, and sales may be permitted 
D. Home occupations allowing retail sales shall meet the following conditions: 

I. No articles for sale shall be displayed so as to be visible from any street. 

II. The home occupation shall not generate more than two (2) additional vehicles at any 
one time.  

§ 502.9. Keeping of Chickens 

1. See City Code Section 5.02 Chickens on Parcels Less than 5 Acres.  

§ 502.10. Open and Outdoor Storage 

1. The storage area shall be fenced to delineate the limits of the storage area.  
2. The storage area shall not exceed 30 percent of the total area of the site. 
3. The storage area shall be screened from view of abutting residential uses and public rights-of-

way as specified in Subsection 605.1 Screening Required.  
4. Outdoor storage shall not exceed the height of the provided fencing or screening. 
5. Surfacing. The sales area shall be grassed or surfaced to control dust and mud and to provide a 

clean, attractive, and usable surface. 
6. The storage area shall not take up parking space or loading space as required for conformity to 

this Ordinance. 

§ 502.11. Outdoor Sales 

1. Area Limit. Outdoor sales or rental is limited to 30 percent of the gross floor area of the principal 
structure. 

2. Outside sales areas shall be fenced or screened from view of neighboring residential uses or 
abutting residential zoning districts in compliance with Section 605 Screening. 

3. Surfacing. The sales area shall be grassed or surfaced to control dust and mud and to provide a 
clean, attractive, and usable surface. 

§ 502.12. Recreational Vehicle and Equipment Storage 

1. Storage of boats and unoccupied trailers less than 20 feet in length is permissible if stored in the 
rear yard more than 10 feet from any property line. Seasonal storage of boats and boat trailers in 
excess of 20 feet in length may be allowed provided the following conditions are met: 
A. The boat and trailer belong to the property owner of the premises where the boat is stored. 

B. Seasonal storage shall not exceed nine (9) consecutive months. 
C. The boat and/or trailer shall not exceed 24 feet in length. 
D. The boat and/or trailer shall not be stored in the required front yard setback except within a 

driveway. 

§ 502.13. Sacred Community 

1. Any sacred settlement shall meet the standards found in Minnesota Statutes §327.30. 

§ 502.14. Seasonal Produce Stand  

1. All produce sold at the stand shall be grown within the city limits. 
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2. Only temporary, unenclosed display facilities shall be used to exhibit produce items. 
3. Adequate off-street parking is provided and no parking related to produce sales occurs in the 

public right-of-way. 
4. Signs: 

A. Shall be located on the private property of the farm owner/operator and shall be located no 
more than 100 feet from the point of sale. 

B. Shall be located no closer than 15 feet from any lot line. 
C. Shall be limited to no more than two (2) signs together totaling no more than 16 square feet. 
D. Shall be removed when the sales operation is closed for the season. 

§ 502.15. Solar Energy System 

1. Types of Systems 
A. Within the SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC districts, only building integrated solar shall be allowed. 

B. Within the SFR, SFU, and LI districts, both building-integrated and ground-mounted solar 
energy systems are allowed and must be installed with appropriate plantings.  

2. Required solar fencing shall be aesthetically consistent with agricultural or deer type fencing. 
3. Solar installations shall not have direct glare impact onto streets, patios, dwellings, and 

structures on neighboring lots.   

DIVISION 600. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

Section 601. Performance Standards 

§ 601.1. Noise 

1. Noises emanating from any use shall be in compliance with and regulated by the State of 
Minnesota Pollution Control Standards, Minnesota Rules Chapter 7030.  

§ 601.2. Vibration 

1. The following vibrations are prohibited: 
A. Any vibration discernible beyond a property line to the human sense of feeling for three (3) 

minutes or more duration in any one (1) hour. 
B. Any vibration resulting in any combination of amplitudes and frequencies beyond the safe 

range of the most current standards of the United States Bureau of Mines on any structure. 

§ 601.3. Toxic Matter 

1. No use shall discharge any toxic or noxious matter in such concentration as to be detrimental to 
or endanger the public health, safety, comfort, or welfare or cause injury or damage to property 
or business. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the regulations and standards adopted by the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency shall be employed.  

§ 601.4. Air Pollution  

1. Any use shall be so operated as to control the emission of smoke or particulate matter to the 
degree that it is not detrimental or an endangerment to the public health, safety, comfort, or 



Protections for Historic, Substandard Riverway Buildings

FROM APRIL 2024 PLANNING REPORT

HKGi reached out to a contact in the Minnesota legislature to learn more about the process for 
requesting an amendment to the MN Rules. This contact pointed us to Minnesota Statute 14.091 which 
discusses petitions by local governments to amend or repeal a rule. Petitions by local governments must: 

1. Be adopted by resolution of the City Council and must be submitted in writing;
2. Be submitted in writing to the agency and to the Office of Administrative Hearings;
3. Specify what amendment or repeal is requested; and
4. Demonstrate that one of the following has become available since the adoption of the rule in 

question:
a. Significant new evidence relating to the need for or reasonableness of the rule; or
b. Less costly or intrusive methods of achieving the purpose of the rule.

Once submitted, the agency (DNR, in this case) has 30 days to respond to a petition. The agency can 
choose to accept the proposed amendment or not. If the amendment is not accepted, the petition is 
heard before an administrative law judge for a final decision.  

The following list contains existing materials that the City could use to help build its case for a petition 
to amend the rule:  

• MN Rules regarding nonconforming uses and substandard lots/structures (6105.0370)
• DNR conditional approval letter dated February 6, 2024
• Map showing Year Built for structures in the Lower St. Croix District
• 2002 Cooperative Management Plan
• City of Marine’s Historic Districts and District Map
• Historic Zoning Code (1966 and 1971)

FROM APRIL 2024 PC MINUTES

Protections for historic, substandard Riverway buildings / Comp Plan amendments 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments: Ms. Richmond explained that the City needs enough strong 
language in the Comp Plan to support a variance to rebuild a substandard structure. Buildings of 
concern include the Marine Landing (SC-UR), Village Hall and potentially the General Store
(both SC-VC). Chair Spisak noted that homes along the river would be impacted, but it’s difficult to 
know which ones are historically significant. Ms. Richmond said homes are addressed in the Comp 
Plan, but community buildings are not. Ms. Richmond reviewed draft language in the packet 
broadening existing language to include non-residential buildings. Similar language should be added to 
the SC-VC section of the Comp Plan.

Additional Comp Plan amendments: The Commission reached a consensus to wait for the next comp 
plan update to update density bonuses for planned unit developments, but to correct an error in the 
future land use map now.

Pursuing legislative change: MN Statue 14.091 guides the process for local governments petitioning to 
amend or repeal a rule. The City would have to show that there is new evidence relating to the need for 
or reasonableness of the rule, adopt a resolution, and submit it to the DNR and Office of Administrative 
Hearings. Chair Spisak suggested staying open to the process of lobbying for a legislative change as 
well. 
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County City or township
2050 Community 
Designation

Population
2020

Population
2030

Population
2040

Population
2050

Households
2020

Households
2030

Households
2040

Households
2050

Employment
2020

Employment
2022

Employment
2030

Employment
2040

Employment
2050

Washington Afton Diversified Rural 2,955           3,040           3,060           3,090           1,091           1,160           1,200           1,220           373              479              490              560              620              
Washington Bayport Suburban 4,024           4,100           4,000           4,000           1,038           1,110           1,120           1,130           4,226           4,882           5,000           5,200           5,200           
Washington Baytown Township Rural Residential 2,088           2,270           2,310           2,420           726              810              850              900              132              188              144              183              249              
Washington Birchwood Village Suburban 863              880              860              850              348              357              357              357              24 23 23 23 23 
Washington Cottage Grove Suburban Edge 38,839         45,400         47,800         52,400         13,105         15,800         17,300         19,200         8,210           9,938           10,800         12,000         14,000         
Washington Dellwood Diversified Rural 1,171           1,150           1,140           1,130           391              392              398              400              238              404              330              330              330              
Washington Denmark Township Diversified Rural 1,801           2,020           2,040           2,130           664              760              790              830              486              606              640              700              790              
Washington Forest Lake Suburban Edge 20,611         23,000         26,000         28,400         8,131           9,300           10,800         11,900         6,096           7,609           8,700           9,500           10,700         
Washington Grant Diversified Rural 3,970           4,200           4,300           4,500           1,453           1,530           1,610           1,700           534              672              750              840              840              
Washington Grey Cloud Island Township Diversified Rural 283              287              297              311              97 102              109              115              17 37 16 13 10 
Washington Hastings (Washington part) Suburban 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 30 40 43 43 43 
Washington Hugo Suburban Edge 15,766         18,500         20,500         23,500         5,939           7,200           8,200           9,500           2,668           3,021           3,280           3,910           4,000           
Washington Lake Elmo Suburban Edge 11,335         15,200         16,900         18,900         4,004           5,700           6,500           7,300           2,509           3,075           3,760           4,240           5,000           
Washington Lake St. Croix Beach Rural Residential 1,043           1,040           1,010           1,050           470              480              480              500              110              277              279              300              316              
Washington Lakeland Rural Residential 1,710           1,680           1,720           1,750           695              710              750              770              197              498              500              510              550              
Washington Lakeland Shores Rural Residential 339              322              318              316              120              118              120              120              98 96 96 103              111              
Washington Landfall Suburban 843              800              780              780              304              305              307              309              8 10 24 26 30 
Washington Mahtomedi Suburban 8,134           8,100           8,000           7,900           3,156           3,170           3,200           3,200           2,819           2,784           2,700           2,700           2,700           
Washington Marine on St. Croix Diversified Rural 664              770              790              830              289              341              362              384              89 120              123              133              142              
Washington May Township Diversified Rural 2,670           2,930           2,920           2,990           1,058           1,180           1,210           1,250           161              192              192              214              220              
Washington Newport Suburban 3,797           4,300           5,400           6,000           1,473           1,750           2,290           2,550           1,635           1,618           1,820           2,020           2,430           
Washington Oak Park Heights Suburban 4,849           5,000           5,400           5,500           2,258           2,320           2,580           2,650           4,432           4,856           5,100           5,400           5,800           
Washington Oakdale Suburban 28,303         31,900         32,600         34,600         11,304         13,200         13,900         14,900         9,943           11,258         11,400         12,100         12,100         
Washington Pine Springs Diversified Rural 377              382              384              400              137              139              143              150              68 76 80 80 80 
Washington Scandia Rural Center 3,984           4,400           4,400           4,500           1,559           1,730           1,780           1,860           586              718              730              770              830              
Washington St. Marys Point Rural Residential 353              365              382              381              143              148              159              160              11 19 14 14 19 
Washington St. Paul Park Suburban 5,544           5,600           6,500           7,500           2,044           2,170           2,580           3,010           1,169           1,271           1,500           1,890           2,360           
Washington Stillwater Suburban 19,394         19,500         20,500         22,200         7,750           8,100           8,800           9,600           7,974           10,309         10,400         11,200         11,900         
Washington Stillwater Township Diversified Rural 1,866           1,930           1,920           1,960           718              760              780              800              145              164              222              222              222              
Washington West Lakeland Township Rural Residential 3,976           3,930           3,980           4,100           1,324           1,350           1,410           1,470           302              392              392              440              480              
Washington White Bear Lake (Washington part) Urban Edge 397              400              440              550              207              207              238              300              136              160              160              166              173              
Washington Willernie Suburban 515              520              510              510              220              225              226              230              150              233              233              234              240              
Washington Woodbury Suburban Edge 75,102         82,700         86,500         94,200         27,290         31,400         34,000         37,400         21,095         26,370         28,000         30,200         33,600         
Washington Washington County Total 267,568       296,618       313,663       339,650       99,507         114,025       124,550       136,166       76,671         92,395         97,941         106,264       116,108       
Region Seven-county region 3,163,100    3,374,100    3,559,300    3,814,000    1,239,525    1,357,300    1,454,300    1,563,300    1,543,400    1,725,301    1,814,100    1,901,400    2,061,700    

Notes
In cities and townships where future forecasts are greater than 400, forecasts are rounded numbers.

* Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is split from and separate from Prior Lake and Shakopee to avoid double counts.
Decennial Census counts - published elsewhere - may show higher counts for Prior Lake and Shakopee as those counts include the overlapping Tribal area.

** Errata correction in January 2025.
Please contact research@metc.state.mn.us with questions about these forecasts.

2050 Met Council Population Projections - Washington County
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