
CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2025 
VILLAGE HALL 7:00 PM 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. Citizens Considerations 
. Kevin Magnuson - Washington County Attorney County Update 
. Mike and Megan Zajac - Liquor License Application Request 
. Garbage Proposal Recommendation 

5. Appeal for 17977 St. Croix Tr. N 

6. Planning Commission 
. April Meeting Update 
. Approval of Agriculture Ordinances 
. Variance Requests - 360 Robert Street 

7. Council Reports 

a) Public Safety- Miller 
. Monthly Report 
. Approval of Public Safety Plan 

b) Roads -Goodfellow 
. Engineering Report 
. Red Bridge Update 

c) Personnel - Nyenhuis/Miller 

d) Parks & Recreation - Ward/Goodfellow 
. Hollow Management Plan Consideration for Approval 

e) Watershed - Ward/Goodfellow 
. Millstream Advisory Committee Update 

f) Cemetery - Nyenhuis/Ward 

g) Water/Wastewater -Miller/Goodfellow 



h) City Properties - Miller 
. Remodel Update 

i) Community Events - Nyenhuis/Ward 

8. EDA 
. DNR Designation, inclusion of the site in the State's School Forest 
Program of Marine Village School. 

9. Citizen Committee Reports 

a) Forest Advisory -Ward/Goodfellow 
. Review of Arbor Day Celebration at Marine Village School 

b) Mill Site Committee - Ward/Nyenhuis 
. Julie Warren - Update on Volunteer Work 

c) Multi-Generational Education District - Miller 

10. Consent Calendar -
a) Minutes of 4/13/25, 4/29/25 
b) Treasurer's Report 4/25 
c) List of Bills to be paid for 5/8/25 
d) Planning Commission Minutes 
e) Public Works Maintenance Report 
f) Torte Liability Waiver 
g) One Day Liquor License - Street dance 
h) Acceptance of $5,000 Donation to Fire and Rescue Dept. 

11. Old/New Business 
. Council Resignation Resolution 
. Brookside Fencing/Patron Count Update 
. Draft Fireworks Ordinance 

12. Mayor Notes/ Administrator Report 

13. Adjournment 



Staff Report for 17977 St. Croix Trail Violation 

Background: On December 19th 2024, Assistant Clerk Suzanne Dammann sent a letter to Mr. 

Rutherford informing him that the City had received several complaints regarding commercial 
shipping crates/pods being stored on his property attached. She cited the violation for any exterior 

storage to be screened and requested this be done within 30 days. Mr. Rutherford responded via 
email on January 21, 2025 claiming that the containers are intended for agricultural use and fit 

within the zoning code. 

The Administrator sent an additional letter to Mr. Rutherford on January 22"d stating that 
commercial storage pods are not considered agricultural equipment or materials and that they 

either be screened or removed immediately. In addition, I stated if this is not done then the Council 
would hold a hearing at the February 13th meeting to take formal action. Mr. Rutherford said he 

would "see (the city) in court". 

At the February 13th Council meeting, a violation hearing was held. Mr. Rutherford was in 
attendance and stated the four storage containers that are in the front of his property are used to 

house agricultural equipment such as pots, mixing tanks and tractor attachments. He also stated 
that the barn on his property is not conducive for storing such equipment because it is set up for 
gatherings and not storage. Due to the absence of the Mayor at that meeting, the Council voted to 

• hold a continuation hearing at the March 13th City Council meeting. 

The continuation hearing was subsequently held on March 13'", and Mr. Rutherford was notified of 
but not in attendance. The Council reviewed the information provided within the findings and facts 

report, along with Mr. Rutherford's comments from the February meeting and concluded that the 
four commercial storage containers were in fact a violation of the City's zoning code and that the 

City take all necessary steps to remediate the violation. 

On April 121", the City received a request from Mr. Rutherford to appeal the zoning violation of the 
four commercial storage containers. The City sent a letter to Mr. Rutherford stating the Council 

would hear his appeal at the May 8th Council meeting. 

Recommendation: Staff is recommending that the City Council make the determination and 
declaration as to the applicability of the order and violation of the following zoning ordinances: 

1. No detached accessory structure shall be located nearer the front property line than 
the principal structure on the lot, except by administrative permit subject to all of 

the following conditions: 

1. The front yard location is necessary to mitigate a physical feature, lake or stream 
frontage, topography, tree preservation, lot narrowness, and/or other conditions 
unique to the lot that prevents an accessory structure from being located 
behind the front building line of the principal structure. 

2. The maximum size of the accessory structure is 750 square feet in foundation 
area or 75 percent of the principal structure foundation size, whichever is less. 

3. The accessory structure is oriented with respect to the street so that any garage 

door faces a side or rear lot line. 



2. Placement 

1. Detached accessory structures shall be set back at least five (5) feet from the rear 
lot line. 

2. Accessory structures in the SFU, SC-RR, and SC-UR districts shall be set back at 
least 1 O feet from any side property line. 

Open and Outdoor Storage 

The storage area shall be fenced to delineate the limits of the storage area. 

The storage area shall not exceed 30 percent of the total area of the site. 

The storage area shall be screened from view of abutting residential uses and public rights-of-way 

as specified in Subsection 605.1 Screening Required. 

Outdoor storage shall not exceed the height of the provided fencing or screening. 

Within the SC-UR Zoning District, accessory structures shall meet the following building size 

standards: 

a. The sum total of square footage of attached garages and detached accessory structures for 
non-farm or non-agricultural purposes shall be limited to 1,450 square feet of foundation 

area. 
b. No individual detached accessory structure shall exceed 750 square feet of foundation 

area. 

Currently Washington County GIS mapping shows four accessory structures on the property 
totaling approximately 5,400 square feet of foundation area. The addition of the four storage 
containers adds approximately 640 additional square feet to that total. Furthermore, after receiving 
no new information from the property owner to support his claim, the staff is recommending the 
decision by Council from the March 13th meeting is upheld and that the City Council direct City 

staff to take the necessary steps to eliminate the violation. 



CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX, 
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON, MINNESOTA 

Re: Property Located at 17977 St. Croix Trail FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER 

FINDINGS OF FACT/ CONCLUSIONS 

The City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix (the "City") has been presented with a staff 
finding and recommendation that the property located at 17977 St. Croix Trail is in violation of 
City Codes, by reasons which include but may not be limited to, the keeping of detached 
accessory structures in the front yard. Specifically, in recent months, the property owner has 
placed four shipping storage containers in the front yard of the property between the house the 
State Highway/Right-of-Way T.H. 95. These are large shipping containers, 20 to 30 feet long. 

The Staff Rep01t and Updated Staff Rep01t are attached herewith and incorporated herein by 
reference as are photographs of the property. The City Council held a hearing on February 13, 
2025 wherein the property owner was invited to provide his explanation of the storage 
containers. It was pointed out to the property owner that City Ordinance §502.2 (3) (A)(I) and § 
502.2 (3)(B) (IV) provide that: 

A. No detached accesso1y structure shall be located nearer the front property line than the 
principal structure on the lot, except by administrative permit subject to all of the following 
conditions: 

I. The front yard location is necessaiy to mitigate a physical feature, lake or stream 
frontage, topography, tree preservation, lot naiTowness, and/or other conditions unique to 
the lot that prevents an accessory structure from being located behind the front building 
line of the principal structure. 

II. The maximum size of the accessory structure is 750 square feet in foundation area or 75 
percent of the principal structure foundation size, whichever is less. 

III. The accessory structure is oriented with respect to the street so that any garage door faces 
a side or rear lot line. 

B. Placement. 

I. Detached accesso1y structures shall be set back at least five ( 5) feet from the rear lot line. 
II. Accessory structures in the SFU, SC-RR, and SC-UR districts shall be set back at least 10 

feet from any side property line. 



In addition, if accessory structures are lawful in place they are required to be screened from view 
of abutting residential uses and public rights-of way as specified in City Code § 605 .1. 
Apart from the February 13th hearing, the owner was asked to conect the situation and to provide 
an explanation. The owner claimed that the storage containers were "agricultural" and stated that 
he would "see you in court." At the February 13th hearing, the owner stated that he is using the 
four storage containers for housing tractor attachments, pots and mixing tanks and has no 
intention of removing them and when asked why he does not just use his large wooden barn for 
storage, he stated that the barn is "not set up for that." Mr. Rutherford also stated he has never 
planned on moving the containers from their cunent location. 

Without further explanation, Council held an additional on March 13th to hear additional input. 
The property owner was notified of the continuation hearing, however was not in attendance. 
Essentially, all of the same facts are present. The shipping containers do not have an 
administrative permit, the placement in the front yard has not demonstrated as necessary under 
the Ordinance or permitted under the Ordinance, and they are not screened as required by the 
Ordinance. Even if they were properly pe1mitted and allowable and are not rendered 
"agricultural," nor would being agricultural, in fact, be mitigative of their violative status. The 
maximum allowed square footage for accessory structures in this zoning district is 1450, and the 
maximum allowed square footage for each accessory structure is 750 sq ft. The Washington 
County GIS system depicts four accessory structures plus a barn and silo. The combined total 
square footage of those structures is approximately 5,400 sq ft. The addition of the four storage 
containers adds approximately 640 additional sq ft. 

The property owner has declined a request from the Building Official that he be permitted to 
inspect the accessory structures, in any event. 

ORDER 

Based upon all of the records and testimony and reports submitted in connection herewith, the 
Council finds that the four shipping containers are violative of, without limitation, City 
Ordinances §502.2 (3) (A)(I) and § 502.2 (3)(B) (IV) . They are be to removed by the property 
owner within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order. If they are not removed, the City shall 
take all steps necessary, including formal steps, to accomplish their removal from the property 
and to seek all costs incuned in doing so from the property owner .. 

A copy of this Order shall be mailed to the owner at the property location which shall be good 
and proper service for all purposes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, this Findings of Fact and Order is hereby adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Marine on St. Croix, Washington County, Minnesota this 8th day of May, 2025. 
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Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Lynette Peterson, City Clerk 
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To: Marine on St. Croix City Council 
From: Anna Hagstrom, Planning Commission Chair 
Re: Update following April Planning Commission Meeting 
Date: May 2, 2025 

The Planning Commission met for a regular monthly meeting on April 29, 2025. Key topics are 
summarized below, and Vice-Chair Smitten will be present at the May 8 City Council meeting for 

questions. 

1. The Commission approved two Variances (lot size, garage in front of house) at 360 
Robert Street (SFU district). The variances are before Council for approval on May 8. 

2. An application for a Variance (garage addition in side yard setback) at 375 Judd Street 
was removed from the agenda upon request of the applicant, no action is needed at this 

time. 

3. Following a public hearing and discussion, the Commission completed and 
recommended draft agricultural amendments to the City Code and Zoning Code. The 
amendments to the City and Zoning Code are before Council for action on May 8. 

a. For background on this topic, Planning Commission leadership encourages City 
Council Members to watch the Planning Commission meeting replay and review 
the April Planning Commission Packet (time and page numbers detailed in an 
email from the Assistant Clerk). 

b. Our City Planner Rita Trapp will attend the May 8 City Council meeting virtually to 
provide an update and assist with any questions. 

4. Now that the Planning Commission has completed their work on the Agricultural 
Amendments, we will review the work plan and add additional items in the priority 
identified at the joint workshop 



City Council Report 
Code Amendments for Agricultural Uses Moratorium 

May 8, 2025 

City Council Report 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Meeting Date: 

Overview 

City of Marine on St. Croix City Council 
Rita Trapp and Beth Richmond, Consulting Planners 
May 2, 2025 
Zoning Ordinance and City Code Amendments 
for the Agricultural Uses Moratorium 
May 8, 2025 

On May 9, 2024, the City Council enacted a 12-month moratorium for the consideration of 
agricultural uses and issuance of permits for agricultural uses within the SC-RR and SC-UR 
districts. This moratorium was intended to give the City time in which to evaluate agricultural uses 
and the related use-specific standards in the SC-RR and SC-UR districts to understand where 
changes to the Code may be needed to mitigate any negative impacts that agricultural uses may 
have on surrounding properties or within the Lower St. Croix District as a whole. While existing 
agricultural uses may continue, the moratorium prevents the establishment of new agricultural 
uses, either outdoors or within buildings. 

Over the last three months, the Planning Commission has been working to address agricultural 
uses throughout the City Code. In April, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to 
consider zoning code amendments for agricultural uses. The Planning Commission also reviewed 
proposed city code amendments that do not require a public hearing. 

Planning Commission Review 
After a brief introduction, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to solicit input from the 
community on the proposed amendments. Three members of the community spoke at the public 
hearing. Two speakers expressed general concern that the City's regulations related to agriculture 
would prevent families from providing healthy food for their families. A specific concern raised from 
one individual was related to the noise and lighting requirements for greenhouses. The third 
individual who spoke was in support of the regulations, noting that the noise and lighting 
regulations reinforce what the City already requires to ensure property owners do not negatively 
impact their neighbors. 

Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission briefly reviewed all of the proposed 
amendments. Discussion then focused on determining what type of greenhouse should be 
allowed in the community. Some Planning Commissioners felt that greenhouses should be more 
limited without extensive fans and lights that would operate day and night. Others felt that the 
regulations limiting the impact of fans and lights at the property line would be sufficient. Ultimately 
on a split vote, the Planning Commission recommended modifying the proposed ordinance 
amendment to limit greenhouses to passive solar ones. The Planning Commission then 
recommended approval of the revised zoning code amendments and the proposed city code 
amendment. 
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City Council Action 

City Council Report 
Code Amendments for Agricultural Uses Moratorium 

May 8, 2025 

Based on the Planning Commission's recommendation of approval, approval documents have 
been drafted. These documents include the final version of the city code and zoning code 
amendments, as well as summary resolutions for each. 

Suggested Motions: 

1. Move to approve Ordinance 187 amending City Code regulations pertaining to the number 
of chickens allowed on parcels less than 5 acres. 

2. Move to approve Resolution 250508-01 allowing publication of Ordinance 187 by title and 
summary. 

3. Move to approve Ordinance 188 amending Zoning Code regulations pertaining to 
agricultural uses within the City of Marine on St. Croix including definitions, allowable 
zoning districts, and use-specific standards. 

4. Move to approve Resolution 250508-02 allowing publication of Ordinance 188 by title and 
summary. 

Attachments 
» Draft Ordinance - City Code 

Summary Resolution 
» Draft Ordinance - Zoning Code 

Summary Resolution 
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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

MINNESOTA 

Ordinance 187 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE CHICKENS WITHIN THE CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

The City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix hereby ordains: 

Section 1. Amendments to Chapter 5 Dogs and Other Animals have the following changes denoted in the 

following format; new text is underlined in red or as a stril<etl:1rough for deleted language. 

CHAPTER 5 DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS 

5.02 Chickens on Parcels Less than 5 Acres 

Subd. 4. NUMBER ALLOWED. 

(1) For parcels that are less than one-half (1/2) acre the maximum number of chickens is six (6) 
five (5). For every additional one (1) acre of land an additional six (6) fit,e (5) chickens may be 

kept. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after is adoption and publication, 

as provided by law. 

Approved and adopted by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix this~ day of May • 

2025. 

Attest: Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

DRAFTED BY: 
HKGi 
800 Washington Ave. N .• Suite 207 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

BY: 

Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 
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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 

MINNESOTA 

Ordinance 188 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AGRICULTURE USES WITHIN THE CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

The City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix hereby ordains: 

Section 1. The City of Marine on St. Croix Zoning Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Changes to the following sections are denoted in the following format; new text is underlined in red or 

as <1 strikethrough for deleted language. Subsequent sections and cross-references are renumbered 

accordingly. 

1. Division 200. Definitions; Section 203. Use Definitions 

§ 203.1. A 

3. Agriculture. The use of land for the growing and/or production of field crops, livestock, and 
livestock products for the production of incoffie, including but not limited to the following: 

A. Field crops/orchards, including: barley, soy beans, corn, hay, oats, potatoes, rye, 
sorghum, sunflowers, fruit growing, tree farms, not including retail nurseries and garden 

centers. 
B. Livestock including: dairy and beef cattle, goats, horses, sheep, hogs, poultry, game birds 

and other animals including dogs, ponies, deer, rabbits, and mink. 
C. Livestock products, including: milk, butter, cheese, eggs, meat, fur, and honey 

§ 203.8. H 

2. Mertieulture. The practice of garden culti¥ation and ffianageffient. 

§ 203.19. S 

2. Seasonal produce stand. Any building or structure eiEisting or erected which is used 

principally for agricultural purposes, with the eicception of dwelling units. A temporary open­

air stand for the seasonal selling of agricultural produce grown on the property of the 

seasonal produce stand owner. 
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2. Division 300. General Zoning Provisions; Section 302. General Provisions for Districts 

§ 302.1. General Standards 

1. No yard or lot existing at the time of passage of this Ordinance shall be reduced in 
dimension or area below the minimum required by this Ordinance. 

2. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Ordinance, no structure shall be 
erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, or altered, and no structure or land shall be 
used for any purpose nor in any manner which is not in conformity with this Ordinance. 

3. Unless otherwise approved by the City Council, no more than one principal structure 

shall be located on a lot 
4. Notwithstanding any other law or regulation. any person may grow plants. including 

vegetables. fruits, flowers, and herbs, on their own property or with the permission of a 
property owner, so long as the garden or act of gardening does not violate other 
chapters of City or Zoning Code. Plants grown under this provision are for personal 
consumption or for local sale such as at a seasonal produce stand. 

3. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 401. Zoning Districts Outside of the Lower St. Croix River 

District 

§ 401.3. Uses 

Table 4.2 Accessory Uses in SFR, SFU, and LI Districts 

Zoning District Use Standards 

Accessory Use SFR SFU LI Reference 

Accessory living space C C See Subsection 502.1 

Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 

Accessory structure for residential purposes C C See Subsection 502.3 

Antenna C C C See Subsection 502.5 

Bulk Storage (liquid) C See Subsection 502.6 

Carport p 

Commercial animal boarding PS See Section 501 

Day care, group family p p See Subsection 502.7 

GaFaeAiAg aAa at1=1eF l=laFt=iel:lltl:IFe l:lse p p p 

Home occupation PS PS See Subsection 502.8 

Keeping of chickens PS PS See Subsection 502.9 

Maintenance, facil ity, and storage buildings C C 

owned and operated by property 
associations on lots without a principal 

structure 
Off street loading space p 

Off street parking space p p p 

Open and outdoor storage C See Subsection 502.10 

Recreational equipment p p 

Recreational vehicle and equipment storage PS PS See Subsection 502.12 

Sacred community PS See Subsection 502.13 

Seasonal produce stand G-PS PS PS See Subsection 502.14 
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Solar energy system PS PS PS See Subsection 502.15 

Uses customarily associated with and p p p 

incidental to a principal use 

4. Division 400. Zoning Districts; Section 402. Lower St. Croix River District 

Table 4.6 Accessory Uses in SC-RR, SC-UR, and SC-VC Districts 

Accessory Use Zoning District Use Standards Reference 
SC-RR SC-UR SC-VC 

Accessory living space C See Subsection 502.1 

Accessory structure PS PS PS See Subsection 502.2 

Adult use C See Section 501 

Animal boarding PS See Subsection 502.4 

Antenna C C C See Subsection 502.5 

Day care, group family C C See Subsection 502.7 

GaFEleRiRg aREI etl=leF l=leftie1:1lt1:1Fe 1:1se p p p 

Home occupation C C See Subsection 502.8 

Keeping of chickens PS PS See Subsection 502.9 

Off street loading space p 

Off street parking space p p p 

Open and outdoor storage C See Subsection 502.10 

Outdoor dining area C C 

Outdoor sales C See Subsection 502.11 

Recreational equipment p p 

Sacred community C C C See Subsection 502.13 

Seasonal produce stand PS PS See Subsection 502.14 

Solar energy system C C C See Subsection 502.15 

Uses customarily associated with and p p p 

incidental to the permitted use 

5. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 501. Principal Use Standards 

§ 501.2. Agriculture 

1. All farms in existence upon the effective date of this Ordinance shall be a permitted use 
where the operator may conduct a farming operation. All regulations contained in this 
Section shall apply to all changes of the farming operation which will cause all or part of 

the area to become more intensively used or more urban in character. 
2. All accessory structures shall meet all applicable Accessory Structure Use Specific 

Standards in Section 502. 
3. A ma>cim1:1m R1:1mbeF ef fa Fm aRimals peF aeFe ef faFmlaREI sl=lall be alle•neel as speeifieel iR 

Table S.1 belew: The number of farm animals shall be limited to a total of no more than 
one (1) animal unit per acre using the definition of animal unit per Minnesota Rules 
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7020.0300. Subpart 5 as may be amended. In determining animal unit s, the following 

shall apply: 

A. Adjacent parcels of land under common ownership and operated as a single enterprise 

may be combined to determine the maximum number of animal units allowed. 

B. Farmland acreage for the purpose of this computation shall not include or encroach on 

slopes in excess of 18%. wetlands. wetland buffers. and floodplains. 

C. On lots less than 5 acres. the maximum number of chickens allowed on a property shall 

be determined by Section 5.02 Chickens on Parcels less than 5 Acres. 

4. All stables, structures, or other facilities for housing animals and manure storage sites shall 

be located 200 feet from any property line and 200 feet from any seasonal or year-round 

surface water. 
5. a minimum distance of 200 feet from any property line, and aAII corral areas shall be located 

a minimum distance of 100 feet from any property line. 

6. No manure or livestock waste shall be deposited. stored. kept or allowed to remain in or 

upon any storage site without reasonable safeguards adequate to prevent the escape or 

movement of manure or waste or a solution thereof from the site that may result in 

pollution of any public waters or any health hazard. 

6. Division 500 Use-Specific Standards; Section 502. Accessory Use Standards 

§ 502.2. Accessory Structure 

1. Purpose. The standards of this section are intended to lessen the visual impact of accessory 

structures from adjacent properties and the public right-of-way and ensure that accessory 

structures are aesthetically and architecturally compatible with the principal structure on the 

property 

2. In All Districts 

A. No accessory structure shall be constructed or developed on a lot prior to construction 

of the principal structure. 
I. In the SFR and SFU zoning districts, an accessory structure may be allowed by a 

conditional use permit on property without a principal structure for any 
homeowner's association, organization, or non-individual property owner. 

B. In addition to the standards below, an accessory structure may be located within the 
required rear yard setback provided that the lot is not a through lot and said accessory 
structure does not occupy more than 25 percent of the required rear yard. 

C. Passive solar greenhouses shall be of a size and placed in a location on the property such 

that: 

I. The combined light from the greenhouse and outdoor lighting on the property does 
not exceed 0.4-foot candles (meter reading) as measured at any property line. 
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I. At any property line. the noise from fans used within the greenhouse shall not 
exceed 65 dbA for more than 10 percent of the time and no more than 60 for more 
than 50 percent of the time during a one-hour period of monitoring. 

3. In Residential Districts 

A. Area 

I. Within the SFR. SFU. SC-RR. and SC-UR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall 
meet the standards set forth in Table 5.1: 

Table 5.1 Maximum Accessory Structure Foundation Area in Residential Districts 

SFR SFU. SC-UR and SC - RR 

Accessory structures for farms 

Maximum total foundation area of all No limit No limit 

detached accessory structures used for 
agricultural purposes 

Accessory structures for hobby farms and residential 

Maximum total foundation area of all 2,400 sguare feet 1,450 sguare feet 

attached garages and detached accessory 
structures 

Maximum foundation area of attached The smaller of 75% of The smaller of 75% of 

garage the foundation area of the foundation area of 
the principal structure or the principal structure or 

1,500 sguare feet 750 sguare feet 

Maximum foundation area of an 1,500 sguare feet 750 sguare feet 

individual detached accessory structure 

II. 'A'ithin the SFU and SC UR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the 
follo•Ning building sii'!e standards: 

a. The sum total of square footage of attached garages and all detached accessor>y 
structures for non farm or non agricultural purposes shall be limited to 1,450 

square feet of foundation area. 

b. No indi•Jidual detached accessory structure shall m1ceed 750 square feet of 
foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall m1ceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the 
principal structure or 750 square feet of foundation area, whiche•Jer is less. 

Ill. 'Nithin the SFR and SC RR Zoning Districts, accessory structures shall meet the 
following building sii'!e standards: 

a. The sum total square footage of attached garages and all detached accessory 
structures for non farm or non agricultural purposes shall be limited to 2,400 
square feet of foundation area. 
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b. No individual detached accessory structure shall eiEceed 1,500 square feet in 

foundation area. 

c. No attached garage shall e>Eceed 75 percent of the foundation area of the 
principal building or 1,500 square feet of foundation area, ·11hichever is less. 

*** 
§ 502.14. Seasonal Produce Stand 

1. All produce sold at the stand shall be grown within the city limits. 

2. Only temporary, unenclosed display facilities structures shall be used to exhibit produce items. 

Such structures shall: 

A. Not have a foundation. 

B. Shall be no more than 100 square feet in area, 

C. Shall be removed at the end of the selling season. 

3. Adequate off-street parking is provided and no parking related to produce sales occurs in the 

public right-of-way. 

4. Signs: 

A. Shall be located on the private property of the farm owner/operator and shall be located 

no more than 100 feet from the point of sale. 

B. Shall be located no closer than 15 feet from any lot line. 

C. Shall be limited to no more than two (2) signs together totaling no more than 16 square 

feet. 

D. Shall be removed when the sales operation is closed for the season. 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after is adoption and publication, 

as provided by law. 

Approved and adopted by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix this _filb_day of May , 

2025. 

BY: 

Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 
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Attest: Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

DRAFTED BY: 
HKGi 
800 Washington Ave. N., Suite 207 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
RESOLUTION NO. 250508-02 

ORDINANCE NO. 188 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix that an ordinance amendment has 
been adopted by the City Council amending the Marine on St. Croix Zoning Code as follows: 

TITLE AND SUMMARY 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MARINE ON ST. CROIX ZONING CODE TO REGULATE AGRICULTURE USES 

WITHIN THE CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE. 

SECTION 1. This ordinance is adopted and amended for the purpose of establishing regulations for 
agriculture uses throughout the City, including definitions, allowable zoning districts, and use-specific 

standards. 

SECTION 2. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection by any person during the regular 

office hours of the City Clerk at the Marine on St. Croix City Hall, 121 Judd Street. 

SECTION 3. Effective Date: This ordinance shall be in full force and effective from and after its passage 

and publication according to law. 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Marine on St. Croix on _filh_day of May , 2025. 

Attest: Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

DRAFTED BY: 

HKGi 
800 Washington Ave. N., Suite 207 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

BY: 
Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASHINGTON 
CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

In the Matter of Planning Cases: 

REQUESTED BY: 
Jake White 

20250429-01 and 20250429-02 
360 Robe1t St. PID: 01.031.20.41.0025 

CITY COUNCIL 
VARIANCE 

The above matter came to be heard before the Marine on St. Croix City Council the 8th day of May, 2025, a 
request for two variances to construct a single-family home and detached garage at 360 Robert St. 

Summary 
The applicant seeks a variance to build a new home and garage in the Single Family Urban (SFU) District 
on a lot that does not meet the district's minimum lot size. Historically, the lot had a legal-nonconforming 
home on it, which burned down in 2010. Proposed plans also show the garage in front of the house, for 
which a second variance is required. 

The applicant requests the following: 

I. A variance to Section 401.4 (Table 4.3) of the zoning ordinance defining dimensional standards. 
The minimum lot area for the SFU District is 30,000 square feet with a minimum lot width of 100 
feet. The prope1ty, according to the survey, meets the 100-foot width but does not meet the 30,000-
square-foot area. The existing lot size, according to the Certificate of Survey received, is 22,499 
square feet. 

2. A variance to Section 502.2(3)(B) of the zoning ordinance, which does not allow detached 
accessory structures to be located nearer the front prope1ty line than the principal structure. 
However, the code goes on to recognize that a front location may be allowed if conditions apply. 
These include that the location is necessary to mitigate topography and other conditions unique to 
the lot. 

Findings: 

1. The landowner proposes to use the prope1ty in a reasonable manner not permitted by the 
zoning ordinance. 

a. The applicant is proposing to build a structure which is permitted within the zoning district. 
Building a single-family residence on the property is reasonable and consistent with the 
zoning ordinance except for the lot area required. 

b. The request to situate the accessory structure/detached garage nearer the front property line 
than the principal use/house is reasonable due to the size and topography of the lot, which 
would limit driveway access to a garage behind the house. 

2. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the 
landowner. 

a. The lot is non-conforming due only to the required square footage identified in the 
zoning ordinance. It appears as if the adjacent lot sizes are the same as this lot. The lot 
meets the minimum dimensions for a lot in this zoning district. The lot did at one time 
have a single-family residence on it. 

b. The lot is unique in this location in that at least one-half of the lot will be used for a 
septic system and drain field. The principal structure and accessory building are limited 
as to where they can be built on the property because of the septic system. 



3. The variance, if granted, would not alter the essential character of the locality. 

a. The variances would not alter the essential character of the locality. A single-family 
residence is consistent with the zoning ordinance and the adjacent neighbors. Adjacent 
neighbors might be adversely impacted by the building location and configuration only 
in the potential for increased traffic to and from the property. If the original house did not 
burn down, there would be no change in traffic patterns. 

b. The garage doors for the accessory structure will face the side yard. The accessory 
structure is technically connected to the principal structure by a covered walkway 
connecting the two buildings. 

4. The variance, if granted, is in keeping with the spirit and intent of the City Zoning Ordinance. 
a. If granted, the variances will be in keeping with the spirit and intent of the City Zoning 

Ordinance, specifically the purpose of the Single Family Urban District as detailed in 
Section 401.2 (I) (B). 

5. The variance, if granted, will be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
a. The request is consistent ·with the Comprehensive Plan Housing Elements Goals and 

Policies which promotes the development of residential property within the City. 

Recommendation: 
Based on the findings described above, Planning Commission Volunteers recommend approval of 
both variance requests, as presented. 



City of Marine on St Croix 

2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

I. Overview and Objectives 

The purpose of this Summer Public Safety Plan is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of both 

residents and visitors during the peak summer tourist season. With the increasing amount 

of tourists, we are addressing key concerns related to parking, speeding, event congestion, 

and overall public safety. This plan aims to mitigate risks, improve community cooperation, 

and maintain the town's charm and functionality- especially the Village Center-during the 

busiest months .. 1 

Current Situation: The demographics of Washington County and surrounding 

communities have experienced explosive residential growth in places like Lake Elmo, 

Stillwater, Hugo, Lino Lakes, Columbus, and Forest Lake. Western Wisconsin is also 

experiencing significant growth. The Twin Cities metropolitan area is expected to grow by a 

half million in the next 25 years, with much of that growth in the outer ring.2 3 

Marine's residents have experienced a steady and incremental increase of traffic along its 

main transportation corridors (both state and county highways), increased river traffic and 

impact, increased amplified and road noise, and increased tourist impact to the Village 

Center. 

The current and future impacts to parking, transportation, and tourism put external 

pressure on City infrastructure. The current and projected demographics of Marine on St 

Croix create a disparity between these problem sets and a limited city budget for a 

population of just over 660 people. 

Summer in Marine on St Croix (MoSC) creates an environment where visitors are attracted 

to our historic town and river setting. We are a pass-through and a destination for travelers 

of all sorts. Thus, summers in Marine result in challenges due to increasing numbers of 

people and vehicles that stretch our ability to manage public safety and the quality-of-life 

of our residents. This 2025 summer public safety plan seeks to address the areas within the 

1 2040 Comprehensive Plan 
2 Met ropolitan Council Imagine 2025 local forecast tool 
3 Axios Twin Cities interactive map 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

City's control that can help mitigate risk and make Marine a safer place to live, work, and 

recreate. 

Key Objectives: 

• Manage and alleviate parking challenges 

• Reduce speeding and traffic violations 

• Address congestion during local events 

• Facilitate ingress and egress for emergency response vehicles 

• Enhance safety measures for tourists and residents alike 

Objectives are informed by applicable laws and ordinances, full-time City staff, Fire & 

Rescue personnel, City Council, City Planning Commission, local businesses, and the 

people of the City of Marine on St Croix. 

II. Parking Management 

Problem: Difficulty parking and pedestrian safety concerns in Village Center due to 

increased tourist traffic. Street constriction affecting ingress and egress of emergency 

response vehicles. 

Strategies: 

1. Enhanced Signage: 

• Install permanent or semi-permanent no parking signs on streets where lane 

constriction affects emergency response vehicle trafficability. 4 

o "NO PARKING THIS SIDE OF STREET [MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY]"5 

• North side of Oak between 2nd and 3rd Streets 

• West side of 3rd Street between Oak and Maple Street 

• East side of Judd Street between Mill (platted south of 180 Judd) and 

Berkey Streets 

o The City will maintain stock of non-permanent no parking signage to allow for 

temporary placement if needed, to include the Village Center and area around 

MVS/MMFS (fall festival; school events). 

4 Appendix 1, Proposed zone map view 
5 Appendix 2: Street sign example 

2 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

3 

 

 

 

 Upon application, the City shall consider allowing a business to place appropriate 

signage “reserving” parking spots in support of that business, however the City cannot 

enforce reserved parking as a legal violation. 

2.  Overflow parking: 

 The parking lot owned by Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) was approved with an 
understanding that it was for congregation use only. Any use of this parking lot for other 
than congregational purposes (e.g. overflow, valet, non-church events, etc.) will require 
approval by the City and may require that CLC apply for a conditional use permit. 

 Parking spaces along 5th and Oak Streets associated with CLC could be considered for 
other than congregational purposes with agreement with CLC.   

 Marine Village School (MVS). The village school parking lot provides limited parking 
options in the upper village when school is not in session and/or the Marine Mills Folk 
School (MMFS) is not conducting classes.  

3.  Striping: 

 Striping of the Village Center provides for delineated parking spots, indication of 

pedestrian crossing, and areas that are off-limits to parking (i.e. fire lane). Striping last 

occurred in 2024, and the cyclic application of striping as a method of traffic calming 

and maximizing Village Center space requires reapplication every 3 years at a current 

cost of $3000 per application (conducted by Public Works). 

 

III. Speeding and Traffic Control 

Problem: Increased speeding and traffic violations during tourist season 

Strategies: 

1. Speed Limits and Traffic Calming Measures: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 Appendix 3: CLC parking lot map view 
7 Appendix 4: MVS/MMFS parking lot map view 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

• Begin the process of evaluating the opportunity and benefit of reduced speed 

limit of 25 mph on municipal roads by City Council resolution. This would likely 

require additional signage at ingress to these areas for legality since unsigned 

municipal roads are statutorily set at 30mph. 8 

• Maintain the structural function of paint existing speed bumps on current road 

infrastructure (Judd, upper village near MVS along 5th and 6th Streets). 

• City engineering contractor continue to advocate with Minnesota Department of 

Transportation (Mn DOT) for traffic study of MN HWY 95, with intent to establish lower 

speed limit through city limits. City engineer would advise on prudential nature of this 

request since unforeseen negative results could result .. • While a roundabout at 95 and 

Broadway would be ideal for traffic calming, topography and available space at that 

intersection may not allow for it. 

• In recent years, the City has prevailed in having Mn DOT install additional speed 

transition, speed limit, speed radar, and enhanced pedestrian crossing signage and 

infrastructure along HWY 95 near Elm Street, the intersection with Broadway, and near 

Berkey Street, however it is widely recognized that correlation to driving behavior has 

not substantially attained an acceptable level of speed or safer conditions. 

2. Increased Enforcement: 

• The City does not contract with Washington County Sheriff's Office (WCSO) for 

dedicated patrol or service, unlike Scandia which budgets for a full-time deputy. Police 

presence is often transitory, at the request of city staff or council due to a specific 

situation, and subject to calls-for-service. Future budget consideration should be given 

to salary and fringe for any of the following options: 

o Part-time year-round dedicated deputy accomplished by negotiating a cost 

sharing agreement with with Scandia that reflects the two cities 

jurisdictional areas. 

o Part-time seasonal contracted overtime deputy during peak tourist season 

• Any future police contract should consider parking, speed, noise, and other driver 

behavior enforcement in the Village Center, near MVS, MN HWY 95, CTY HWY 7, CTY 

HWY 4, and the national and scenic river as a primary deliverable. 

• Patrol and enforcement on the St Croix River is the responsibility of the National Park 

Service (NPS), Washington County Sheriff's Water Patrol and Minnesota and Wisconsin 

DNR Conservation Officers. 

Effective communication and active engagement with all three agencies should be 
maintained. 

4 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 
IV. Event Congestion Management 

Problem: Congestion and safety concerns during local events 

Strategies: 

1. Event Planning and Coordination (subject to Ch. 26. City Code 10);_ 

• Work with event organizers to create comprehensive traffic management plans for each 

event. 

• Ensure that pedestrian and vehicle routes are clearly defined, and emergency access is 

maintained. 

2. Pre-Event Coordination: 

• Publish event schedule on the town's website with detailed information about event 

schedules, road closures, and parking options. 

V. Community Engagement and Public Safety Awareness 

Problem: Ensuring residents and tourists are informed about safety protocols 

Strategies: 

1. Community Meetings and Town Hall: 

• Host pre-summer town hall meeting(s) to discuss the safety plan and solicit feedback 

from residents and business owners. 

o Input session for residents to ask questions, provide input, and attempt 

consensus. This session can also help the Public Safety Committee and City 

Council understand the appetite of the citizenry for volume and impact of events 

that may affect the application of Ch. 26. 

2. Increased Communication: 

• Create public repository of permit data to be displayed on town website. 

10 Mose City Code. Ch. 26 (Special Events) 

3. Volunteers and Local Support: 

• Maintain a citizen event committee that reports to the City Council and coordinates 

City-sponsored events. Committee members should retain members of civic groups 

(e.g. Restoration Society). 
s 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 
• Encourage local businesses to promote safety awareness and be proactive in helping 

direct tourists to appropriate parking areas and public infrastructure. 

• As appropriate, members of the Fire & Rescue department can assist with City­

sponsored events. Other events may contract with Marine Fire & Rescue through city 

staff and WCSO, and may be required to do so pursuant to Ch. 26 . .1' 

• Shared responsibility to promote public safety: 

It should be noted that it is the intent of the City to work with ownership of all businesses 
in Marine on St Croix to balance residential impact with commercial interests and 
viability and applicable laws and ordinances. 

• VIII. 

VI. Emergency Response Planning 

Problem: Ensuring readiness for emergencies during high-traffic summer months 

Strategies: 

1. Strengthened Emergency Communication: 

• Ensure emergency responders (fire, medical, police) are prepared for increased 

demand during peak tourist times. 

• Establish direct lines of communication between local authorities and event organizers 

for quick response in case of emergencies. 

• Follow Primary, Alternate, Plan for communicating about emergencies or incidents 

requiring crisis management: 

o Full-time Staff 

o Public Works 

o Fire Chief 
o Mayor & Public Safety Committee Council Liaisons 

o City Attorney 

o Partner Agencies 
■ wcso 
■ Washington County Emergency Management 

■ Minnesota State Patrol 

■ Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
■ National Park Service (river) 

■ Lakeview Hospital 

2. First Aid Stations: 

• Set up temporary first aid stations in high-traffic areas during major events and 
6 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 
festiva Is. 12 

3. Fire and Evacuation Procedures: 

• Develop and publicize clear fire evacuation plans for large gatherings or events. 

• Regularly inspect public spaces for fire hazards and ensure fire extinguishers are readily 

available. 

• During abnormal dry periods, the City may restrict events in the urban-wildland 

interface based on drought conditions and informed by the Minnesota lnteragency Fire 

Center.." 

VII. Implementation Timeline and Review 

Timeline: 

• Pre-Summer (May): Develop and distribute public safety materials, recruit volunteers, 

set up parking systems, and implement speed enforcement measures. Conduct 

residential input session. 

• During Summer (June-September): Monitoring of parking and traffic patterns, parking 

signage, noise levels (music, traffic), permitting compliance, adjusting speed 

enforcement, adjusting permit issuance and conditions, and managing event 

congestion. Monitors include full-time staff, city officials, and resident input. 

• Post-Summer {October): Review the success of the plan, gather feedback from 

residents, tourists, businesses, and event organizers, and make necessary adjustments 

for future years. 

Review: 

• The plan will be reviewed at the end of each summer season to evaluate its 

effectiveness, gather input from the community, and make any necessary changes for 

improvement. 

• Regular reporting from public safety designates and all related agencies to be provided 

at regular intervals. 

16 MoSC City Code, Ch. 7: Ch. 8 

• Data and input will be factored into future special event permit processes pursuant to 

Ch. 26 .. 17 

7 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

VIII. Budget Considerations 

A budget under roads and/or public safety should be allocated for: 

• New signage installation in Village Center 

• Speed bump inclusion in future roads construction planning (no change) 

• Three-year Village Center striping 

• WCSO deputy (part-time, contracted overtime) 

In addition to the annual budgeting and levy process, Marine on St Croix can apply for state 

and federal grants aimed at improving community safety and infrastructure. 

Conclusion: 

This Summer Public Safety Plan is designed to address key concerns related to increased 

tourist traffic, speeding, parking, and event congestion while ensuring that both residents 

and visitors enjoy a safe and pleasant experience. With proactive planning, effective 

communication, and community collaboration, Marine on St Croix can successfully 

manage the challenges of the summer season. 

17 Ch. 26 (Sections 5, 6, 8) 

8 
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Appendix 1: Proposed "No Parking This Side of Street, Memorial Day through Labor Day" 

Zone Map 
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2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

Appendix 1: Proposed "No Parking This Side of Street, Memorial Day through Labor Day" 

Zone Map 
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2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

Appendix 2: Street sign example 

NO 
PARKING 

THIS SIDE 
OF STREET 

MEMORIAL DAY 
TO LABOR DAY 

11 



2025 Summer Public Safety Plan & Recommendations 

Appendix 3: CLC parking lot 

12 
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Appendix 4: MVS/MMFS parking lot 
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City of Marine on St. Croix 

Engineering Updates 5/8/2025 

Engineering Italics= Old information 

Red= Projects removed from Engineering Update 

111:\ BOLTON 
\!lV & MENK 

NOTE: Project reports have been reformatted to show the newest information at 
the top, and older information in italics below. 

• 2025 Street Improvement Project 
► Construction is scheduled to start on Monday, May 5th. An anticipated project schedule has 

been included at the end of this report (subject to change if poor weather conditions arise). 

► Construction notices were distributed to all nearby residents the week of April 21st. 

► Construction notices will be distributed to oll residents in the neighborhood 2 weeks prior to construction start. 

► The 2025 Street Improvement Project Preconstruction Meeting hos been scheduled for Tuesdoy, April 15th ot 8 

a.m. 

► The project contract manual has been compiled and sent to o/1 parties for review and signatures. 

► Bids were received and opened on Wednesdoy, January 15th at 9:00 a.m. Seven bids were submitted for this 

project. 

► The Bid Opening Is scheduled for January 15th, and City staff have been sent links to attend if they have 

availability. 

► Plans and Specs were advertised in the Finance and Commerce, and Country Messenger on Wednesday 

December 18th, and will be posted again on Wednesday January 8th. 

► A request to approve the plans, specifications, and authorize advertisement for bid has been included as a 

separate agenda item. 

► Ongoing design discussions have taken place with City staff, and a bid plan set has been completed. 

► Resident feedback and questions were heard at the public open house an Thursday November 21st. There was a 

large turnout for this open house where overall design aspects were discussed, as well as in-depth questions 

pertaining ta individual residents. 

► Isiah Bubany and Lon Pardun ta host a public open house at City Hall an Thursday November 21st, from 6:00pm 

to 7:00pm ta discuss project scope and answer questions regarding the 2025 Street Improvement Project. 

► An an-site meeting will be held at 5:45pm an October 10th prior to the monthly Council meeting with City staff 

ta discuss solutions to drainage issues and costs associated. 

► Additional drive video and correspondence has been completed during rain events to determine potential 

drainage issues. These locations are being evaluated for appropriate corrective measures. 

► The design meeting referenced above was deemed unnecessary, and City Staff provided input on design 

questions over email and phone canversatians. 

► The Washing tan Conservation District has confirmed/approved that there are no wetlands an our project site. 

► Project Specific Issues were discussed on May 9th prior ta the City Council Meeting with City staff. 

► Survey collection was completed the week af April 8th - 12th. 

► The City Council authorized preparation af plans and specifications an March 14th, 2024. 

► The Geo technical Report from Braun was received on February 1st. Mostly sandy sails were encountered. 

However, rock is present along these streets as well, but largely at+ 10' deep. 

► Soil Borings were obtained on January 2nd - 4th. 



• Red Bridge Monitoring/Scanning 
► A scope ond fee were put together, and brought to council, to evaluate the Red Bridge as a separate agenda 

item at the April 10th City Council meeting. 
► A memo outlining the findings and recommendations from the January 2025 survey shots has been included as a 

separate agenda item. 
► The secondary survey has been scheduled for Friday January 3rd, 2025. If results can be processed in time, a 

verbal update will be provided to council at the January 9th City Council meeting. 
► The secondary survey has been scheduled for January 2025 to compare with the original survey shots from 

January 2024. 
► A secondary survey will be completed in January of 2025. This second survey will be conducted to analyze how 

much movement there has been over one year's time. At which point, a recommendation will be provided on 
maintenance that should be completed. 

► The Initial survey was completed on January 10th, 2024. This survey involved setting targets, and then collecting 
and storing information on the current positioning of the Red Bridge and its supports. 

► Initial survey has been scheduled for the week of January 8th -12th, weather dependent. 

• Regional Update - Highway 95 Future Project Schedule 
► Street Improvement Projects: 

• 2026 Roundabout at Highway 95/243 intersection. 
• 2026 Highway 95 at CSAH 26 L TL construction and CSAH 26 realignment. 
• 2026-2029 Osceola Bridge Project. 

• Schedule previously outlined later in this report. 
► Chip Improvement Projects (typically these projects are placeholders, and often shift based on funding 

availability): 
• Fiscal Year 2030- Highway 95 from TH 97 to TH 36 (resurfacing). 
• Fiscal Year 2032- Highway 95 from US 8 to TH 97 (resurfacing). 

• Highway 8 Study (Chisago to Taylors Falls) 
► Project website: https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/hwy-8-chisaqo-taylorsfalls 

• Comments and questions can be submitted on the project website. 
► Public meeting scheduled for October 1, 2024, 5:00-7:00pm at Lindstrom City hall 
► Schedule: 

• August 2024 through December 2024 

• Analyze existing conditions and engage stakeholders. 
• November 2024 through June 2025 

• Develop and evaluate ideas for improvements with stakeholders and public involvement. 
• June 2024 through October 2025 

• Finalize study recommendations. 
• 2032 

• Construction (pavement resurfacing). 



• Washington County- County Highway 3 (Norell Ave N) 
► Project Manager, Erin Clarkowski, 651-430-4384 

Erin.clarkowski@co.washlnqtan.mn. us 

► Project updates/notifications can be signed up far an the project website below: 
• httos:/lwww.co.washinqton.mn.us/Norel/Avenue 

► Construction tentatively scheduled for 2030. 
► Final Design and Right of Way acquisition will be picked up again in 2029 per the Washington County 2025-2029 

C/P. 
► 90% Plan copies can be made available to City staff upon request. 
► The Project Manager (Erin) has been notified of multiple areas of shoulder washout along this street project. 

These issues currently are not being addressed as part of this project's design but are being investigated from a 
County maintenance perspective. 

► Wetland Delineations and project location figures can now be found on the project website below. 
► Construction will consist of pavement rehabilitation and drainage improvements. 
► This project spans from County Highwoy 7 (Square Lake Trail N) to County Highway 4 (170th Street) and is 

currently still in the design phase. 

• Highway 243 Osceola Bridge 
► Project website: htto:/lwww.dot.state.mn.us/metroloroiects/hwy243asceala/lndex.html 
► The Environmental Assessment Worksheet is now available for pub/le review and comments. 

• All comments must be submitted via mall, email, phone, or in person, ta Dmitry Tamasevlch by 
December 2(jlh. 

• A copy of the EAW has been included at the end of this monthly update 
► Comments were emailed to Dmitry on December 26th inquiring about the next round of public engagement and 

requesting information on how City's should be preparing for this project and its impacts. 
• At this time, we recommend signing up for notifications on the project website to stay up to date. 

► The Highway 95/Highway 243/260th Street intersection roundabout construction is planned to begin in the 
spring of 2026. This will be completed prior to work commencing on the bridge project. 

► Public Meeting scheduled for May 10, 2023, 5:00pm-7:00pm at the Osceola Village Board Room 
► A preliminary detour plan during bridge closure has been added to the website and can be found within the 

"Traffic and Saf ety Summary". 
► Schedule Update: 

• Environmental documentation and preliminary design: 2022 through 2024. 
• Final design: 2024 through 2026. 
• Open bids and prep work in the foll of 2026. 
• Anticipated construction: Spring 2027 through Fall 2028. 

• The bridge is anticipated to be closed from spring 2027 through fall 2028. The duration of 
this closure is being considered during alternative detour evaluations. 

• The new bridge Is expected to open in fall 2028. 
• Restoration and bridge site cleanup in spring 2029. 

Denise Workcuff 
Communications and Engagement 

denise.workcuff@state.mn. us 
651-775-0025 

Dmitry Tomasevich 
Project manager 
dmitry.tomasevich@state.mn.us 

651-245-4406 



• Floodplain Risk Assessment 
► The second meeting with City Staff is scheduled for Thursday May 15th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

► Mike lsensee's notes regarding priority locations upon review with Council Member Miller include: 

• Council member Miller requested a cfoser look at Butternut Falls neighborhood and whether it might 

be susceptible to flooding. 

• Council member Miller encouraged continuing to ask the state to provide help to correct problems and 

leverage political support to make progress. 

• The watershed will investigate the cost of additional modeling refinements of this area concurrently 

with the Mill Stream modeling planned for the restoration project. 

• The data may not include recent drainage improvements. The contributing watershed may also be 

reduced during the Mill Stream Restoration. 

• Priority area is Judd St, where there are predicted multiple homes at risk of flooding. This is aJI low­

lying wetlands area and a channel (Judd Street Creek) that flows the St. Croix 

Priority area is the neighborhood north of Marine Village School and whether there might be structure 

flooding concerns. 

• A priority location is Pinecone Trail on the north end of downtown Marine. ff the entrance road 

overtops, the homes might get trapped and there wouldn't be accessible for emergency services. 

However, there is an un-modeled wetland outlet to the St. Croix to the north that helps to minimize the 

risk in that location. CMSCWD will take a closer look at this location. 

► Bolton and Menk confirmed CMSCWD's stormwater design standards post meeting. 

► The first meeting with City Staff took place on Tuesday, February 4th at 9:00 a.m. 

► CMSCWD reached out to City staff on December 17th to get the first meeting scheduled with City Staff. This 

meeting date has not yet been determined. 

► CMSCWD is also coordinating with CLFLWD to host a coordinated input meeting with Washington County and 

State Agencies. 

► The engagement plan for this project is as follows: 

• First Meeting: Late January/early February: One-on-one meeting with City/Township staff to review 

initial flood risk maps and identify hazards. 

• Second Meeting: Late March/April: Special workshop with each City/Township board to share flood 

hazard risk and vulnerability maps and discuss possible resiliency improvements. 

• Third Meeting: Date TBD: Draft results meeting to share with City/Town council and community 

members. 

► Modeling work has begun, and post modeling engagement meetings with nearby cities will be scheduled in 

November. 

► The grant agreement was executed by the MPCA on October 7th. 

► CMSCWD has approved to enter into an agreement with the MPCA to complete this work. Modeling has begun, 

and the watershed plans to reach out to the City in November to schedule an initial Input meeting. 

► CMSCWD held a public budget hearing on 9/25/2024. 

► Application #5 has been selected and the CMSCWD will receive a grant in the amount of $50,000. This will be 

used to supplement the funds that CMSCWD has already allocated for this assessment in their 2025 draft 

budget. 

► When the CMSCWD begins their 2025 budgeting process in July, the board will consider funding the next steps in 

the planning process with, or without, a grant. 

► The draft 2024 CMSCWD budget currently includes funding to address model data gaps for the Big Marine Lake 

outlet, Carnelian Channel, and Carnelian Creekflowages. This is the first step in a multi-year process to 

complete the Floodplain Risk Assessment. 

► CMSCWD Board is considering a/locating funding for the Risk Assessment in 2024 at their 2024 CMSCWD Budget 

Workshop. 

► Watershed District has received notification from the MPCA they did not receive the grant that was applied for. 
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Working Draft, A brief history of the Red Bridge 

Year Notes 

1885 A bridge was built in this location at a cost of $75. 

1899 The bridge was repaired, 
1912 The original bridge had degraded and was taken down, by order of the City. 

1913 The City gave permission to erect a "good and substantial bridge and keep said 
bridge in good repair". This became the "Red Bridge". Cost $650 (See Dunn pg. 90 for 
a photo). 

1968 The bridge had degraded and was closed. 

1970 The bridge was repaired and reopened on July 4, 1970. 

1982 A cursory inspection performed by Maier Stewart & Associates found the bridge to be 
in need of fairly extensive repairs. "Although there is not an imminent safety threat the 
City should take corrective action as soon as possible" 

1985 The bridge was closed because the main beams and braces were degraded due to 
rotting wood. M NDOT performed an additional inspection in October 1985 and the 
result was that the bridge should remain closed. 
The city would not commit to the cost of rebuilding the bridge at an estimated cost of 
rebuilding ranging from $31,000 to $36,500. 

1986 Camp Kiwanis had Seabees work on rebuilding the Red Bridge as their 
training/service project. The results included higher railing for safety standards and 
steps added to the west end bridge entry. Project cost $15,000. 

1987 Red Bridge was reopened on July 4, 1987. 

2017 The City Council began considering the condition of The bridge. It was inspected by 
Bolton & Monk and found in "fair condition", with only minor rot on several deck 
boards to report. 

2022 Bolton & Monk reinspected the bridge and classified the condition as "generally fair", 
with rot found on several deck boards and protective coatings along the railings and 
decking had failed. In addition, the center column at pier 3 was found to be sliding off 
its foundation. 

2024- Results of monitoring conducted by Bolton Menk in January 2024 and then in January 

2025 2025 did not display noticeable or alarming distortion or settlement. However, it was 
noted that the monitoring provided no insight into the condition of any individual 
bridge elements. 

Some Questions: 

► Were the structural members of the rebuilt bridge (1986) pressure treated lumber? 

► It appears that the bridge was closed whenever there was visible deterioration of the 
lumber above ground. This suggests to me that pressure treated lumber was not used. 

► Have the structural members inspected below ground for decay deterioration? This would 
be critical is the lumber is not pressure treated. 

► There is reference to coatings being applied to the bridge. What type of coatings were used 
and what was their function? 

5 May2025 



Cemetery Update 

Confirmation of Section A Plots 
Confirmed twice with GPR scanning by staff from Braun lntertec and selective test digging by city staff 
- Public Works and I have confidence in moving forward with sale of plots in Section A, 25, 1-8. 

Because of some scan anomalies caution is given to plots in Section A, 24, 2-10. This information 
will be recorded, and future development should take that into consideration. 

Addition of Section AA Plots 
Additionally, the west portion of Oakland Cemetery was scanned twice for confirmation. New plots are 
being surveyed, numbered, and will be recorded with the county. These include Section AA, 26-28, 1-4. 

Areas west of the newly identified plots recorded some undefined anomalies that appeared in 
the scan. This information will be recorded, and future development should take that into consideration. 

submitted 05.06.25. Mayor, Kevin Nyenhuis 



submitted 05.06.25. Mayor, Kevin Nyenhuis 



Section AA 

I I 1
3

1 I I I I I 
2 

I I I 
"' N 

~, , 14~1 I I .-.----r-11 I 1~111 
Section A 

11 I 
5 

11 I 11 I 
4

11 1 

I I I 61 I I I I I 31 I I 

11 I 1 I I I~ 11 I 2 I I I 

11 I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 

I I 19 1 I I I I I 101 I I 

I I I 5 I I I I I I 41 I I 

11 I 
6

11 I 11 I 
3

11! I 

111 1 I I I ~ 111 2 1111 

lllslll 1111 

I I I 
3

1 I I I I I 
2 

I I I 
::; 

~,, ,
4~11 1 .-.----r-1111~111 

I I I 
5 

I I I I I 1
4

1 I I 

I I I 61 I I I I I 31 I I 

I I I 1 I I I ~ I I I 2 I I I 

I I I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 

I I 1
9

1 I I I I I 
10

1 I I 

I I I 5 I I I I I I 41 I I 

I I I 61 I I I I I 31 I I 
,-- I " • 

.-.----r-1 I I 1~1 I I .-.----r-1 I I 2--.---,--,I I I 

I I I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 

I I 1
3

1 I I I I I 
2 

I I I 
~ 

.-.----r-1 I I 4~ , I 11 r--r--T"" I I 1-,-r-,I I I 

11 I 
5

111 111
4

111 

I I I 61 I I I I I 31 I I 

I I I 1 I I I~ I I I 2 I I I 

I I I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 

I I I 5 I I I I I 141 I I 

I I I 61 I I I I I 31 I I 

I I I 1 I I I I I I 2 I I I 
~ 

I .-.----r-I I s~I I II .-.----r-I I --.---,--,1 I I I 

I I I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 

I I 191 I I I I l10I 11 

I I I 5 I I I I I 14 111 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 8 I I I I I I 1 I I I 
Recorded Confitmed bySCan Hold/future consideration Clear by scan/dig• available New Plots 

submitted 05.06.25. Mayor, Kevin Nyenhuis 



Raising the Flag 

✓ In recognition by the 
Arbor Day Foundation of 
Marine's 7th year as a Tree 
City USA 

✓ An Arbor Day celebration 
is one of the 
requirements of Tree City 
USA 



Arbor Day 
2025 
Proclamation 

✓ The Mayor proclaimed 
Arbor Day in Marine 

✓ An Arbor Day 
celebration is one of 
the requirements of 
Tree City USA 

✓ MN DNR Forester also 
made a presentation 
regarding MVS's 
inclusion in the School 
Forest program 



Arbor Day 
Parade 
✓The day of 

celebration 
included a 
student 
parade. 



Clean Up 

✓ The day of 
celebration 
include an 
afternoon clean­
up of the MVS 
schoolgrounds 

✓ 20 Basswood and 
Black Cherry 
seedlings were 
planted 

✓ Lots of buckthorn 
removed 

✓ Broke major 
grounq (literally) 
on praine 
pollinator plot 



Maple Syrup 
Sundaes! 

✓ students were 
treated to maple 
syrup ice cream 
sundaes 

✓The syrup was 
produced from sap 
from maple trees at 
MVS tapped by 
students 

✓ Tree seedlings were 
distributed to 
students to take 
home and plant 



Happy 
Arbor 
Day 
2025! 



CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, April I 0. 2025 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nyenhuis at 7:00pm. Nyenhuis, Goodfellow, Ward 
and Miller present. Anderson absent. 

Citizens: Glen Mills, Isiah Bubany, Gwen/Larry Roden, Jeff/Gail Hudson, Liz Kelly, Anna 
Hagstrom, Tommy Boesel, Wayne Boener, Gene Wegleitner, Dave Snyder, Heather Logelin, 
Rosie Peters, Jason Hartman, Tod Mestad, Cecily Harris, Susie Hopper, Roger Lyle, Matt 
Anderson, Gayle Knutson, Ross Higgins, Jeremy Cho., Annie Moore, 

Approval of the Agenda - Ward removed the Watershed from the agenda and Nyenhuis moved 
the garbage proposals to after the zoning violation update. Miller moved and Goodfellow seconded 
to approve the agenda as amended All in Java,; motion passed. 

17977 St. Croix Tr N - Dave Snyderreviewed the violation hearing from March. Mr. Snyder stated 
at the March 13th Council meeting, the Council issued a finding of violation for the 4 storage 
containers being stored in the front of the property. The property owner was then notified of the 
decision and gathered that the property owner may wish to appeal. The City was notified two days 
ago by the property owner that they had two days remaining on their appeal window and they did 
not wish to either appeal or not appeal at this time. Mr. Snyder stated that given the indifference 
of the property owners' decision, there will not be an appeal hearing at this meeting. He did advise 
that he would expect a notice of appeal to appear within the next two days, as in which case the 
Council could decide to either hold a special meeting or address the appeal at the May Council 
meeting. Mr. Snyder's recommendation would be to hold the appeal hearing at a regular Council 
meeting given the number of resources placed on the City to hold a special meeting. Goodfellow 
questioned the process moving forward. Mr. Snyder stated that there is an administrative process 
for an applicant to appeal which could allow for Council to consider any additionally produced 
evidence if presented. Goodfellow requested that any additional information or evidence be 
presented to Council in advance of the appeal hearing in order to make an informed decision at 
that time. 

Garbage Proposal RFP - Proposals have been received from Waste Management and Gene's 
Disposal. The residential container prices are ve1y comparable, however there is a larger 
discrepancy in the commercial dumpster prices, with Waste Management being the least 
expensive. Gene's Disposal currently does not own a mini packer for the alleys and private roads, 
however, is willing to purchase one if awarded the contract. The reason for the dumpster price 
increase is because he would need to purchase new dumpsters to accommodate the new business 
accounts. Because of the increased purchases, Gene would also be requesting a five-year contract 
rather than a three year contract. Goodfellow questioned if giving a five year contract would allow 
him enough time to recoup the costs on the capital expenses, and potentially lower the costs of the 
dumpsters. The emptying of the dumpsters would be contracted out and therefore the length of the 
contract would not affect that pricing, but does help to keep the residential costs competitive. 
Jason Hartman of Waste Management reviewed the proposal for WM. Nyenhuis noted that there 
are common issues with missed collections regularly. WM has improved trucks that now have 
cameras that will show the home when the truck pulls up which will show the homes that were 



collected. Council will table the proposals until May to allow comment from the commercial 
business owners and allow for either company to come forward with potential amendments to the 
contract. 

Citizens Considerations - None 

Planning Commission - Anna Hagstrom reviewed the March meeting. There was a pre-application 
for 351 Judd Street for a variance request and for 17977 St. Croix Trail N for an IUP. A public 
hearing was set for two variance requests for Robert Street, and a CUP recommendation is being 
brought forth for 675 Pine Cone Trail. The public hearing for the Agricultural ordinance will be 
held at the April meeting. 

Miller moved and Ward seconded to approve Planning Case 20250325-01 for 675 Pine Cone 
Trail, for Jeff and Gail Hudson for a Conditional Use Permit for a bathroom in an accessory 
building. All in favor, motion passed. 

Public Safety - Chief Mills reviewed the monthly report. There were four calls, two fire and two 
rescue. The Fire Truck will be delivered within the next two or three weeks. Nyenhuis questioned 
if it could be available to review at the May 1st open house. Chief Mills thanked Councilmember 
Anderson for the additional workout equipment in the fire hall. 

Miller and Anderson presented the final draft of the Summer Public Safety Plan. Nyenhuis stated 
this is a very robust and extensive plan that will be discussed at a future public input meeting. 
Ward thanked Council member Anderson for producing this much needed document, however 
believes public input should be obtained prior to approving. Miller questioned which sections need 
public input. Ward would rather not address those at this time, but believes there are sections that 
could be qualified. Nyenhuis believes there could be a public meeting scheduled early, prior to the 
May Council meeting and again later in the summer. Miller questioned if there are specific areas 
that Council has questions or concerns about, please address those sections. The parking plan piece 
would need to move fo1ward in order to get the permanent signs in place. Goodfellow also believes 
the Council should not approve something that does not have citizen input and also believes the 
Council has consensus on the parking signs. Nyenhuis stated that all public comments should come 
from taxpayers however, and not outside interested parties. He also requested that all comments 
should be sent directly to the City Staff and not sent directly to City Council members. 

Roads - Isiah Bubany reviewed the Engineers Rep01t. There is a pre-construction meeting for the 
upcoming street project on Tuesday, April 15th. Notices will be sent to residents sh01tly after the 
project schedule is received. 
Phase 2 of the drainfield project is set to begin soon. Nyenhuis presented a commendation award 
from the MPCA for the Wastewater facility. 
Additional monitoring scopes for the Red Bridge were brought fo1th for Council consideration. 
There were three options presented that the Council can consider for future budget meetings. 

Personnel - No report. 

Parks & Rec - Wayne Boener was in attendance to present an update on the William O'Brien 



reconstruction project. Mr. Boener addressed the concerns of the City regarding increased traffic 
from the boat launch and appropriate signage. The large sign from the National Park Service will 
be replaced and incorporated into the kiosk signage that William O'Brien is installing. Staff is 
also aware of users bringing in jet skis or jet boats and will make sure to address safety concerns 
with those users prior to launching. Goodfellow questioned if the park staff would be able to 
increase public relations on busy weekends. The park staff is more proactive on those weekends 
and also include local conservation officers and Washington County as well. Mr. Boener also 
clarified that there have been no new parking spots added, however it was restriped. Additional 
improvements that were done in the park addressed accessibility, safety and ADA compliance. 
Stormwater retention ponds were built, all recreation was moved to the river side with parking on 
backside, new ADA bathrooms, new picnic shelter, new walking paths and a new canoe and 
kayak launch. 

Trails Assessment Committee Proposal - Goodfellow noted that Bolten Menk has obtained 
previous trail mapping information from Jason Husveth and has updated the data and created 
new mapping. Goodfellow noted there is over 50 miles of existing trails within the City and is 
proposing to create a committee to help assess these trails. The charge would be to evaluate the 
current state of the trails, potential future opportunities, maintenance, long tenn management and 
community engagement. This committee would initially be a no more than 24 month committee, 
with the hope that it could eventually turn into a volunteer group, much like the Friends of the 
Trails group that is in Scandia. 
Nyenhuis suggested that Goodfellow gauge the interest ofresidents and potential volunteers 
prior to the Council approving anything. He is also concerned of the number of responsibilities 
Goodfellow has taken on since coming on to Council. Ward is in favor of the idea, however she 
is concerned that the resources to fill these committees may not be there and is concerned with 
the ability 
to sustain the excitement and volunteerism. Miller is concerned about the volunteerism as well, 
however does believe it is a worthy idea. Goodfellow agreed to pull the idea back in the short 
term, however will present the idea again in the future. 

Watershed - Goodfellow is proposing to create a Millstream Amenities committee to help 
evaluate opportunities outside and in addition to the Millstream project being worked on by the 
Watershed District. This could include preservation of cultural resources, walking trails, 
interpretive signage etc. The committee would consist of no more than one Council member and 
five citizens. The initial findings will be submitted to Council by the end of 2025. If the Council 
decides to support the Watershed Districts construction grants, the Millstream committee would 
suppmt those grants and could potentially apply for additional grants focused on recreational 
features. If that happens, and the grant is awarded then the committee would then continue on to 
suppo1t the actual construction of the recreational infrastructure. 

Goodfellow moved and Nyenhuis seconded to create a Millstream Amenities committee per 
proposal submitted. All in favor, motion passed. 

Cemetery - No report. 

Water/Wastewater Systems - Miller reported the drainfield project has begun. There have been 



several I&I issues identified and in order to help address this, the City will need to replace the 
camera used to trouble shoot these issues. Tonuny Boesel believes a new camera will cost between 
$1,000 - $1,500. This cost is budgeted for, but he just wanted Council to be aware. 

City Properties -Administrator Peterson reported that the Village Hall Restoration project is close 
to completion. The final walk through with the architect will be Thursday, April 17th and there will 
be an open house for the public scheduled for May 1st from 4pm-6pm. 

Peterson also reported that when Council approved the bid from J White Builds in December, the 
motion unfortunately was made without the inclusion of the builder's contingency of$10,477.29. 
She is requesting the Council approve that contingency in order to approve the costs associated 
with the changes that have occurred during the project. 

Nyenhuis moved and Miller seconded the construction contingency in the amount of$10,477.29 
for the J White Builds bid. All in favor, motion passed. 

Forest Advisory - A poster was made by the elementary school students thanking the City for the 
school forest. Goodfellow also noted that a school is proposing to install three 15xl0 prairie plots 
and an arbor strncture. Council consensus was to move forward. The school also received a grant 
to plant cover for migrat01y birds. 
Goodfellow also presented a map of where two tamarack tree forests will be planted. That will be 
an ongoing conversation. 
Mayor Nyenhuis signed the Arbor Day proclamation. 

Multi-Generational Education Conunittee - Public engagement is ongoing. 

Mill Site - No report. 

Community Events - No report. 

EDA - No report. 

Consent Calendar-Nyenhuis moved and Miller seconded the Minutes of3/13/25, Treasurer's 
Report of3/25, List of Bills for 4/10/25, Public Works Maintenance Report, Planning 
Conunission Minutes. 

Old/New Business - Ward has presented a draft M01tar Fireworks ordinance and is requesting 
the Council and residents review and conunent. She would like to revisit at the May meeting. 

Brookside Update - May and June music pe1mits were okayed by the public safety committee 
and are waiting to be signed by the Mayor. Goodfellow questioned if those permits need to be 
approved by the entire Council rather than just the Mayor. Dave Snyder noted there are instances 
that Mayoral approval is allowed and this policy is also spelled out in the special event ordinance 
as well. 



Mayor Notes/Clerk's Report- Nyenhuis read a statement from Ben Leonard of the MN 
Historical Society regarding the Marine Mill Site as follows: 

"Marine Mill is a Minnesota State Historic site, but it has always been a community place. The 
City of Marine on St. Croix, and the entire river valley are rooted in the histoty that happened 
here. Local residents have cared for the site since its inception. What visitors experience today is 
due to the passion, care and effort of volunteers and local government who understand its 
history, and what it means to preserve this important place. You can't tell the histoty of 
Minnesota without interpreting Marine Mill." 

Adjournment -Miller moved and Goodfellow seconded to adjourn at 8:50pm. 
All in favor, motion passed. 

Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson, City Clerk/ Administrator 



Tuesday, April 29, 2025 

City Council Public Safety Plan Workshop 

Present: Miller, Ward and Nyenhuis, Goodfellow 

Mayor Nyenhuis called the workshop to order at 7:30 to review the draft public 

safety plan. The hope is to approve a final plan with the understanding that the 

document can be changed and amended at any time. The Council began the 

review by each section. 

Parking Management - Signs are currently being installed as this portion was 

approved at a prior meeting. Ward does not agree that the church parking cannot 

be used for valet parking. Discussion was held as to whether or not the parking lot 

is open to outside businesses or if it was built as an accessory use to the church 

specifically. Nyenhuis believes there is an understanding with the church parking 

lot and there would need to be a process to change that use in order for outside 

businesses to use that parking lot. Ward believes the impact is extremely low by 

allowing the valet to happen. Nyenhuis stated if the Brookside takes the proper 

steps with the church, then there may be an opportunity to pursue the valet 

parking. Goodfellow suggested that there is open street parking in other areas 

that could be utilized as well. Miller stated other business owners have suggested 

two hour parking on the north side of Judd Street as well. Nyenhuis noted that 

there are times that parking will be stressed with our without music. Goodfellow 

stated he has also heard about the two hour parking suggestion. A suggestion was 

made to send a letter to Christ Lutheran Church stating any outside parking with 

the Brookside would require a request to the City to obtain a Conditional or 

Interim Use permit in order to move forward. Nyenhuis would like to include in 

the signage section, that outside businesses being allowed to reserve parking 

temporarily in front of their business. For the Village Hall, the rental lease will be 

amended to require the renter to remove the reserved parking signs at the end of 

their event. The consensus was to address the number of requested reserve 

parking signs by the businesses on a case by case basis. 



Goodfellow suggested allowing for overflow parking along Burris Park. Nyenhuis 

believes this should be part of the long term planning conversation for Burris Park 

as it should be presented to the public. Miller also would like to see after event 

maintenance (garbage pickup) addressed. Nyenhuis does not see that as a public 

safety issue and should be addressed elsewhere. Ward agreed with Miller. 

Speeding and Traffic Control - Discussion of whether it is worth the City trying to 

get the overall speed on City streets to 25 mph. The consensus was to keep that in 

the plan. There was also discussion as to whether the speed bumps on Judd Street 

are effective or should be increased in height. The speed bump issue can be 

addressed with the City Engineer and Fire Chief. 

Enforcement- Ward believes there needs to be a renewed discussion of the 

having the Sheriffs Department present to address noise and speed. Miller noted 

that Washington County has agreed to have the north car do directed patrol on 

the weekends during the summer. Goodfellow noted that the bullet point 

addressing a full time year round deputy contracted is not a reality for the City. He 

would like to add a bullet stating that there will be contracted patrol during 

special events throughout the year. The consensus was to remove the option of a 

full time deputy. Nyenhuis suggested sending the Sheriff a letter of thanks and 

suggesting peak times that would be beneficial to have more patrol in out town. 

Miller would like to include the Water Patrol, DNR and NPS. Ward is requesting 

the public safety committee take all of the monthly data from the Sheriff's 

department and put together a compiled report for Council by August. 

Event Congestion - No change. 

Community Engagement - Nyenhuis will take on the creation of a citizen event 

committee. 

There was a question of whether or not to hold a public meeting to discuss the 

public safety plan or just a public input session on the special event permits. 

Miller believes the Council is there to make policy and that this document should 

be approved by Council and can be amended as needed based upon public 

comment. The consensus was to strike the section referring to recruiting 



volunteers to help with traffic management during city events. Nyenhuis would 

like to see a plan that addresses the first responder parking in the case there is a 

large emergency event. The Fire Chief will discuss parking options with the 

department and additional options. 

Remove the bullet point designating public safety members assisting with city 

sponsored events. 

Emergency Response Planning - Ward questioned the first two bullet points. The 

department currently has a sober crew for special events. There is also an SOP 

document the public safety department has in place as well. Goodfellow 

requested PACE be spelled out in the document. Nyenhuis would like a public 

safety plan created for July 4th
• 

Special Considerations - Miller suggested section 7 be struck with the exception 

of the point that will be moved to section 5. The consensus of the Council was to 

remove Section 7 from the document. 

Implementation Timeline and Review - Discussion was held as to whether or not 

to keep the bullet point addressing summer monitoring. The consensus was to 

keep this section in for further discussion. Goodfellow would like to see sound 

levels to bullet point #2. 

Budget Considerations - Change #4 from full time to enhanced enforcement and 

directed patrol. Nyenhuis also added #5 shifting budget from the compost to 

village center attendants. Goodfellow suggested adding a bullet point addressing 

setting fees based upon City cost recovering. Nyenhuis believes the City is covered 

and that can change if something happens to prompt a change. 

Discussion was held as to how to allow public comment on the public safety plan. 

The Council will address at the May Council meeting and consider a mid season 

input session on the plan with residents. 

A public input session for the music events should happen between the May and 

June meetings. Council will send their availability for the week of May 12th and a 

meeting date will be set and announced at the May Council meeting. 



The final draft of this plan will be sent to Council by Thursday and presented for 

action at the May 8th Council meeting. 

Nyenhuis moved and Miller seconded to adjourn at 9:09am. All in favor, motion 

passed. 



CIIY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

BOX250 

MARINE ON ST. CROIX, MN 55047 

651-433-3636 

City Council Members 

Kevin Nyenhuis 651-247-7399 John Goodfellow 
Bill Miller 433-5354 Wendy Ward 651-301-0633 

May 6, 2025 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Pastor Joel Martin 
150 Fifth Street 
Marine on St. Croix, MN 55047 

Dear Pastor Martin, 

It has been brought to the attention of the City of Marine on St. Croix that during the summer of 
2024, Christ Lutheran Church was allowing the Brookside Bar and Grill to use the church 
parking lot for their valet service during their weekend music events. 

As part of the approval for the new parking lot, the City's findings stated the following: 

FINDINGS: 

The church is not expanding or increasing traffic in the neighborhood, but merely 
accommodating adequate and safe hard surface parking for the congregation. The parking is 
needed, in part due to the elimination of on street parking on County Rd 4 by the recently 
completed reconstrnction project. 

In addition, it was stated in the Minutes by the Planning Commission that parking lots in the 
Single Family Urban District are an accessory use, incidental to the principle use which is the 
church. Therefore, contracted or committed uses of the parking lot by outside businesses is 
strictly prohibited. 

If the Church is interested in allowing outside businesses or agencies use of the parking lot, a 
Conditional Use Pennit would be required. If you are interested in beginning this application 
process, please contact the City office during regular business hours. 

Sincerely, 

Lynette Peterson 
City Clerk/ Administrator 



CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

CHECKING 

FIRE & RESCUE-DEDICATED 

FIRE & RESCUE-VEHICLE REPLCMNT 

FIRE & RESCUE- EQUIPMENT 
FIRE & RESCUE-VILLAGE WATER 
FIRE & RESCUE-800MHZ RADIOS 

GEN-CITY OFFICE/RECORDS 
GEN • LAND ACQUISITION 
GEN-STORMWATER 

WASTEWATER-RESERVE 
JM WATER· RESERVE 
JM-WELLHEAD PRTCTN 

ROADS ·SAND/SALT SHED 
ROADS-EQUIPMENT 
ROADS-ALLEYS/STREETS 
ROADS-PICKUP RPLCMNT 
ROADS-DUMP TRUCK 

HLL- VILLAGE HALL 

PARKS & REC-RED BRIDGE 
PARKS & REC- VC SIGNAGE 
PARKS & REC-BLDG MAINTENANCE 
PARKS & REC· MILLSTREAM 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

319,211.88 

231,396.45 

226,008.86 

52,527.74 
16,778.17 
10,607.16 

4,226.08 
41,622.57 
19,619.65 

211,352.71 
23,989.67 

5,261.51 

0.00 
42,602.05 

395,689.70 
5,598.56 

26,079.75 

121,703.89 

32,843.25 
15,861.09 
42,642.81 

8,396.74 
PARKS & REC· REC. INFRASTRUCTUR 23,042.27 

GEM-PERPETUAL CARE 220,400.00 

GEM-PERPETUAL CARE-SAVINGS 69.33 

GEM-IMPROVEMENTS 57,564.55 

SCHOOL-RESERVE 71,591.88 

P&R • COMMUNITY EVENTS 23,246.75 

CITATION CABLE-SECURITY 2,506.66 

BALANCE 4/30/25 2,252,441.73 

Report by Lynette Peterson 
City Administrator 



CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2025 - 7:00 pm 
121 Judd Street 

Present: Chair Anna Hagstrom (remote), Commissioners Lisa White, Tim Casey, Jennifer 
Herny, Julie Warren, Claudia Carr 

Absent: Commissioner Kristina Smitten 
Citizens Present: Jeff Hudson, Jamie Callies, Mark Callies, Rhonda Pike, Jake White, Joshua 

Rutherford, Bob White; Remote: Dorothy Deetz, Rita Trapp (HKGi) 

Chair Hagstrom called the workshop to order at 7:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda 
White moved to approve the agenda. Casey seconded. Roll call vote: Hemy - yes; White - yes; 
Carr - yes; Warren -yes; Casey-yes; Hagstrom -yes. Motion approved unanimously. 

Public Hearing for Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 

Bathroom in Accessory Structure: 675 Pine Cone Trail (SC-UR District) 
Jeff and Gail Hudson were in attendance in support of their request. Chair Hagstrom noted the 
City received two written comments regarding the CUP, both in support of granting the request. 
Hagstrom opened the public hearing at 7:03 pm. No audience members came forward. Hagstrom 
closed the hearing at 7:04 pm. 

Commissioner Warren moved to approve the conditional use permit for a bathroom in an 
accessory structure at 675 Pine Cone Trail. White seconded. Roll call vote: White -yes; Carr -
yes; Warren -yes; Casey-yes; Hagstrom -yes; Hemy-yes. Motion carried unanimously. 

New Business 

Preapplication for Variance: Garage Addition within Side Yard Setback 
375 Judd St. (SC-UR District): Mark and Jamie Callies 
The Callies were in attendance with their architect, Rhonda Pike. Ms. Pike explained the request 
to add a stall to the one-car detached garage. The building envelope on this site is small due to 
the bluff. In addition, the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District is requiring a portion be 
set aside for site drainage. The existing one-stall garage pre-dates the zoning code and sits mostly 
within the side yard setback (legal nonconforming). Due to the angle of the existing garage, the 
addition would angle 

Hemy moved to set the public hearing/or the April 29 Planning Commission meeting/or a 
variance at 375 Judd St. White seconded. Roll call vote: Carr -yes; Warren -yes; Casey-yes; 
Hagstrom - yes; Hemy - yes; White - yes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Preapplication for Interim Use Permit (IUP): Outdoor Cannabis Cultivation 
17977 St. Croix Trail N. (SC-RR District): Joshua Rutherford 

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS: Anna Hagstrom, Jennifer Henry-12/31/2025; Tim Casey, Lisa 
White-12/31/2026; Kristina Smitten, Julie Warren, Claudia Carr-12/31/2027 



Mr. Rutherford was in attendance and explained that he would like to cultivate cannabis on his 
property in a 30 x 100 ft. (approx .. ) garden The Commission reviewed application requirements 
noting that they will need a ce1tified survey showing the proposed location of the garden, and a 
narrative that addresses requirements in the zoning code. Chair Hagstrom will assign two 
commissioners to the case. 

Old Business 
Application for Two Variances: Lot Size, Garage in Front of House 
360 Robert (SFU District): Jake White 
Commissioner Casey moved to set public hearing for two variances, lot size and garage in ji'ont 
of house, at 360 Robert St. for April 29. Carr seconded. Roll call vote: Warren -yes; Casey­
yes; Hagstrom - yes; Hemy- yes; White - abstain; Carr - yes. Motion carried. 

Agriculture in Rivenvay Districts 
Commissioner White moved to set the public hearing for April 29 for updates to the zoning and 
city codes regarding agricultural amendments. Carr seconded. Roll call vote: Casey- yes; 
Hagstrom -yes; Henry-yes; White - yes; Carr -yes; Warren -yes. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Planner Rita Trapp reviewed draft agricultural amendments with the Commission: 

• Chickens: The Commission had no changes to the draft; 
• Uses: No changes to the draft; 
• General Standards "right to garden" clause: The Commission reached a consensus to 

clarify that small-scale sales from personal gardens are allowed (strike "hobby" and 
replace with "seasonal produce stand sales"); 

• Number of farm animals allowed: Ms. Trapp will add an example to help clarify the 
animal unit calculations, and will strike the clause about rounding to the nearest acre; 

• Greenhouses: Strike hours of operation on lights and fans. Instead, specify decibel levels 
at property line; 

• Seasonal Produce Stand revisions: No changes to the draft; 
• Accessory structure square footage limits: The Commission reached a consensus to leave 

these for now but to clarify that exemptions from the square footage limits apply only to 
farms of 10 or more acres. This is already the case in the cmTent code, but it is not 
immediately clear. 

• Commissioners White and Henry will work with Ms. Trapp to finalize manure standards. 

Legislative Protections for Buildings in Historic Rivenvay Districts 
Chair Hagstrom and Vice Chair Smitten will connect with Ms. Trapp to identify next steps. 

Chair Comments 

None. 

Adjournment 
Carr moved and Warren seconded to adjourn at 8:42 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Suzanne Lindgren, Treasurer/ Assistant City Clerk 

PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS: Anna Hagstrom, Jennifer Henry- 12/31/2025; Tim Casey, Lisa 
White-12/31/2026; Kristina Smitten, Julie Warren, Claudia Carr-12/31/2027 



April 2025 -MAINTENANCE REPORT 

WASTEWATER 
-Monthly Pl lift station samples collected and submitted to Pace Analytical 
-Took and submitted monitor well water samples to Pace Analytical 
-Completed locates as they come in daily 
-Completed and submitted DMR's 
-April flow was 782k Gallons 
-Average daily flow 25.2k Gallons 
-Dropped off sewer camera for repairs, found out that it is obsolete and unrepairable 
-Met with Stillwater Public Works to help with televising a sewer line in the alley between 2nd 

and 3rd. Discovered broken pipes leading to a lot if I&I, looking into solutions for this issue 
-During daily rounds discovered a bad pump at P2 l. Caiter from Quality Pump is scheduled to 
come out 4/11 to fix issue 
-Carter pulled pump and discovered it to be irreparable, working on replacement options 
-Midwest sewer services started drain field project on 4-14 
-PW did a test dig with Ben Zierke to test soil at 1201 Broadway due to home sale, found the 
system to be compliant 
-Met with Councilman Miller regarding drain field project and alley I&I 
-Met with Lisa White regarding septic tank location at 375 Judd street and a possible garage 
expans10n 
-Met with Libby Construction for new sewer line hook up at 375 Judd, this is a replacement and 
re-run line, not a new hookup 
-Met with homeowner at 360 Robert on possibility of sewer hookup 
-Discovered a broken force main at 440 Holmes. We completely re-built wet well and installed a 
new pump 
-Had to re set a couple lift stations after a power bump on 4/28 

WATER 
-Submitted Fluoride repott 
-Complete locates as they come in daily 
-Thein well caine out to repair drop pipes on 4/3. 5 sections ended up needing to be replaced 
which makes 10 out of 16 new in the last two years 
-Installed water meter for the community garden 
-Repaired wall vent cover in the well house for the fluoride room 

PARKS I TRAILS 
-Picked up and disposed ofx-mas trees from the enchanted forest 
-Picked up sticks to get ready for mowing 



ROADS 
-Met with Bolton Menk and contractors for the pre-constrnction meeting for the upcoming road 

project set to begin on May 5th 

-Met with Xcel tree contractor to get some ash trees prepped for removal on 3rd
, Berkey and 

Holms streets in the power line right of way 
-Have a locate meet to look at sign locations for no parking signs 
-Graded gravel roads 
-Did some shouldering on some bad spots on Judd, 3rd and Oak 

CEMETERY 
-Hauled brnsh piles from winter storm damage and prnning 
-Continuing to work with Braun Inte11ec for GPR scanning in the Cemete1y 
-Marked out west side of west road for possible expansion 
-Cleaned up pine needle and stick piles 
-PW did 5 test dig locations for possible plot availability 
-Met with Milo to survey the new expansion area being called section AA and set pins 
-Dug several cremation graves 
-Marked graves from monument companies 
-STS was out to help get the cemetery cleaned up 

MISCELLANEOUS 
-Picked up ranger from Midwest machine1y for regular maintenance 
-Sentry Systems is coming out to work on the fire panel in City Hall 
-Attended safety training at Stillwater 
-Fixed broken shutter at the Stone House Museum 
-Assembled furniture for the new offices in City Hall 
-Fixed rnts on street access to river on Pine St after tree removal last fall 
-Cleared sticks and debris out of the inlet to the pump at the fire hall. Pump was unable to 
efficiently fill trucks 
-Helped get new offices set up after the re model 

SCHOOL PROPERTY 
-Met with a contractor working for MDH to do PFAS testing at the school due to new 

regulations 
-Put out new signs for Bus Parking by the entrance of the school 
-Filled in large hole in the kickball field 
-Had a gas smell concern, checked it out and filled some floor traps in the plumbing, haven't 
heard anything since 
-Replaced some bulbs in the pmtable for the folk school 
-Had a power bump on 4/28, had to re set several RTU's due to lack of communication with the 
control computer 



City of Marine on St. Croix 

County of Washington, State of MN 

Resolution 050825-01 

ACCEPTING RESIGNATION AND DECLARING A VACANCY 

WHEREAS; the Marine on St. Croix City Council has received the written resignation of Charlie 

Anderson, effective April 14, 2025, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF MARINE ON ST. 

CROIX, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The City Council accepts Charlie Anderson's resignation as described above; and 
2. The City Council declares that a vacancy exists on the City Council effective on April 14, 

2025. 

DULY ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 8th day of May, 2025. 

BY: 

Kevin Nyenhuis, Mayor 

ATTEST: _____________ _ 

Lynette Peterson, City Clerk/ Administrator 



Brookside Update to Council 
May 8, 2025 



Topic 1: Fence 

• Background: 
• Per settlement agreement, Brookside is required to build a perimeter 

fence 

• Current Status: 
• Construction starting week of May 5 (running parallel with dumpster 

enclosure) ~2 week timeline 
• Materials on order and design finalized (northeast corner - pending). 
• Building permits not required for scope of work identified per City 

Administrator and Building Inspector 



Topic 1: Fence (continued) 
• Composite materials post and rail, 

with PVC coated steel cables; ~44" 
height 

• Approximate locations of fence 
(red) 

• See next slide re: Northeast corner 

• Approximate locations of entry/ 
exit paths (blue) 

• Northside gate signed for employee 
use/ deliveries only 
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Topic 1: Fence (continued) 

• Challenge: 
Sidewalk partly on bank property 
Northeast corner of property is not squared-off 
Fence design following property boundary would 
require extra P.OSts, spaced close toJ;!ether and in 
closer proximity to septic (exact seplic and 
utility still to be identified) 

• Ideal Solution: 
Single post on bank property to square off corner 
witn plantings in triangular portion (no additional 
space for Brookside use) 
Easement for maintenance and use of sidewalk 
on bank property to address liability & indemnify 
bank for Brooks1de's use for staff/deliveries 

• Status: 
Discussed with Security State Bank and 
easement will be considered at next board 
meeting 

,, 



Topic 2: Exterior Attendee Counts 

• Background: 
• Per 03/27/25 email from City to Brookside, 2025 Music Permits will be 

conditioned on Brookside establishing a method to validate attendance 
during permitted events. 

• Brookside Proposed Method: 
• Hand counts taken for exterior areas Saturday and Sunday for 3 weekends 

in June and 3 weekends in September 
• Counts taken at 3:00 and 5:00 PM 

• Music generally will run from 3-6 PM for most bands this summer, so these 
timepoints represent best time to take a manual count 

• Brookside to compile data and submit to City 



Total 5/11/2025

Payable To Check Code
Lynette Peterson $5,756.46 GEN May Salary
Tom Boesel $2,713.67 GEN 05/01/2025 - 05/15/2025
Tom Boesel $2,713.67 GEN 05/16/2025 - 05/31/2025
Suzanne Dammann $2,006.35 GEN 05/01/2025 - 05/15/2025
Suzanne Dammann $2,006.35 GEN 05/16/2025 - 05/31/2025
Rob Powell $2,503.04 GEN 05/01/2025 - 05/15/2025
Rob Powell $2,435.88 GEN 05/16/2025 - 05/31/2025
Security State Bank $6,721.12 GEN Fed Withholdings May
Minnesota Revenue $1,169.67 GEN MN Withholding May
PERA $2,507.66 GEN 05/01/2025 - 05/15/2025
PERA $1,370.17 GEN 05/16/2025 - 05/31/2025
Action Rental $362.00 WWT $181.00 Repairs

CEM $181.00 Repairs
Alert 360 $123.30 P&R Alarm - Museum
Bob Benishek $357.96 P&R Mill Site (Reimbursement)
Bolton & Menk $2,157.00 GEN $295.50 Engineer Services

RDS $480.00 Engineering
RDS $1,381.50 Capital

Braun Intertec $2,324.00 CEM Capital (Expansion)
Capital One $10,014.16 GEN $380.91 Services

GEN $346.51 Materials/Supplies
GEN $2,390.19 Clerk's Office
G&R $128.75 Materials/Supplies (Postage)
HLL $197.72 Capital
HLL $492.32 Materials/Supplies
HLL $141.38 Cleaning
P&R $783.30 Materials/Supplies
PS $81.41 Fuel
PS $2,490.74 Materials/Supplies
PS $1,690.00 Training
PS $266.85 Vehicle Repair

RDS $99.73 Uniforms
RDS $266.85 Vehicle Repair
WAT $128.75 Materials/Supplies (Postage)
WWT $128.75 Materials/Supplies (Postage)

Catalis PWE $210.00 GEN Website (email accounts)
CliftonLarsonAllen $8,397.27 GEN Auditor

Companion Animal Control $100.00 GEN Animal

Core & Main $26.31 WAT Materials/Supplies

Country Messenger $20.00 GEN Ads

Earl F. Anderson $981.07 RDS Signs

Gopher State One Call $67.50 GEN Services

Guardian Pest Solutions $208.00 HLL $43.00 Services

RDS $50.00 Services

SCHOOL $115.00 Pest Control

Heritage Embroidery & Design $816.00 PS Materials/Supplies

May 2025 List of Bills

Breakdown 
Amount



HKGi $2,886.25 GEN Planner
J. White Builds $35,145.90 HLL Capital - Remodel
J. White Builds $2,276.65 HLL Capital - Contingency
Johnson/Turner $3,874.75 GEN Legal
JRODS Automotive $1,066.18 CEM $22.43 Fuel (2 months)

P&R $7.45 Fuel (2 months)
PS $128.01 Fuel (2 months)
PS $224.67 Vehicle Repair/Maintenance

RDS $119.36 Fuel (2 months)
SCHOOL $7.44 Fuel (2 months)

WWT $556.82 Fuel (2 months)
Kirvida Fire $306.23 PS Fire Hall Repairs
LHB $1,920.00 HLL Capital - Remodel
Lincoln National Life Insurance $178.95 GEN Employee Insurance
Marine General Store $125.37 GEN $14.97 Materials/Supplies

HLL $6.97 Cleaning
RDS $19.31 Materials/Supplies
PS $84.12 Materials/Supplies

Marlene J Wirth $2,400.00 CEM Lot Buyback
Menards $362.49 RDS $335.97 Materials/Supplies

SCHOOL $26.52 Materials/Supplies
Midcontinent $591.06 GEN $284.65 Telephone / Internet

PS $195.32 Telephone / Internet
RDS $111.09 Telephone / Internet

Midwest Sewer Services $82,250.00 WWT Capital
MN Dept. of Revenue $981.00 G&R Sales Tax
NCPERS $64.00 GEN Employee Insurance
On Site Sanitation $636.00 P&R Porta Potties (2 months)
Pace Analytical $1,331.00 WWT Water Tests
Prairie Restorations $2,045.12 P&R Grant - North Meadow
Quality Flow Systems $338.25 WWT Repairs
Revive You MN $150.00 PS Training
Safe-Fast $637.28 WWT Materials/Supplies
Sentry Systems Inc $113.85 SCHOOL $78.90 Alarm

RDS $34.95 Alarm
Smilie's Sewer Service $940.00 WWT Replacement (Septic Turnover)
SunnyLink Systems $7,543.90 HLL $6,658.74 Capital

PS $885.16 Equipment Repair
U.S. Bank $249.83 GEN Copier
Vital Systems $115.90 GEN Services
Waste Management $12,132.86 G&R April Service
Xcel Energy $2,227.86 HLL $636.14 Electricity and Gas

PS $212.57 "

P&R $58.03 "

RDS $414.04 "
WWT $440.64 "
WAT $456.93 "
CEM $9.51 "

Xcel Energy $18.84 RDS Street Lights 
Zierke Soil Testing $500.00 WWT Replacement (Septic Turnover)

TOTAL $220,978.13
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