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COUNCIL SETS MAXIMUM LEVY: $1,179,987

The Marine on St. Croix City Council in
September passed a maximum levy of
$1,179,987.39, representing a 4.7% in-

Tuesday, December 2nd but cannot be
increased.

The most significant increase in pro-

er capital projects.)

For operational expenses, the largest
single increase includes a 3% inflation-

crease over the 2025 budget. The budget posed spending is $50,000 for road pro-
jects, for which the City is now collecting
$375,000 annually. (See sidebar for oth-

can be further reduced at the Truth in
Taxation meeting, which will be held on

IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 4 Heavy Metal Day
Oct. 7 Fire&Rescue Open House
Oct. 9 City Council Meeting
Oct. 13 Columbus Day—
City Office Closed
Oct. 25 School Site: Open House
(Held at Village Hall)
Oct. 28 Planning Commission
Meeting
Nov. 11 Veterans Day—Closed
Nov. 13 City Council Meeting
Nov. 25 Planning Commission
Meeting
Nov. 27-28 Thanksgiving—Closed
Dec. 2 Truth in Taxation
Dec. 11 City Council Meeting
Dec. 25-26 Christmas—Closed
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Trash Service Change Coming Soon

After reviewing proposals from
Waste Management (WM) and
Gene’s Disposal, the Marine City
Council split the contract, award-
ing the bid for residential trash
collection to Gene’s and for com-
mercial service to WM.

Both proposals showed increases
in charges for residential service.
Under the 2026 contract with
Gene’s Disposal, residents with
large bins will see the greatest in-
crease, about $30/quarter before
taxes and environmental fees.
Those with medium size bins can

expect an increase of $20/quarter
before taxes and fees. Those with
small bins will see a $2.50/quarter
increase, plus taxes and fees.

Commercial rates were quoted to
drop initially, followed by 4.5%
increases annually.

In preparation for trash collection
in January, Gene’s Disposal will
begin delivering new
bins in December.
Residents will have
duplicate bins until
WM collects their
bins.

Cell Tower Construction Underway

R®)

After securing the neces-
sary permits and approvals, compost site west of High-
in mid-September Vinco
started construction of a
cell tower on City-owned

property near the yard-

way 95. At press, the tower
was expected to be com-
pleted as soon as October 1.

ICE RINK
ATTENDANTS NEEDED

Ice rink attendants needed to work The school ice rink will be flooded

during warming house hours (see
right).

Must be 16 years or older to ap-
ply. $10/hour.

To apply, contact the city office.

as weather permits. Once flooded,
the rink is open any time.

WARMING HOUSE HOURS
Monday - Friday 3:30 - 8 pm
Saturday - Sunday 12 - 6 pm
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School Site: Resident Survey and Open House Invitation

The City of Marine on St. Croix is seeking
public input on the future management
of its largest financial asset: the Marine
School building and property. The City
purchased the site in 2017 from Stillwa-
ter Schools after the closure of Marine
Elementary School, following strong
community support for taking ownership
and maintaining educational uses. The
acquisition also brought significant fi-
nancial responsibilities.

In December 2023, the City Council ap-
pointed a volunteer group—the Marine
Multigenerational Education District
Advisory Committee (MMEDAC)—to
develop an initial Site Plan for the prop-

erty. The committee serves in an advisory
capacity and has spent the past year re-
searching and discussing how best to
manage the site. The plan will address
current uses, leaseholders, infrastruc-
ture, zoning, and financial considera-
tions, and provide guidelines for poten-
tial future uses.

We invite Marine residents

to complete this survey and attend
the informational open house on
Saturday, October 25, from 1—3
p.m. at the Village Hall. Your input
will help inform the City’s deci-
sions about this important commu-
nity resource.

ENCHANTING FOREST 2025

It’s already time to make preparations
for Enchanting Forest!

Beginning October 15t the registration for
trees will be at the front counter at Ma-
rine General Store. $50 payment
(check or cash only) will be due at
the time of registration. Please
take an information brochure at
time of registration.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Contact Gwen
Roden at groden6o@gmail.com

« 27T Stakes pounded into Gazebo Park
the first week of November

 Trim and bring trees from St. Croix
Christmas Trees to Gazebo Park and
attach them to the T Stakes on Satur-
day, November 8th

o Putting the lights on the trees Satur-
day November 8th

DECORATION DAY IS SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 29, 2025

This is a family-friendly event! Santa will
be on hand to update his list, there will
be carols around the fire, Lions Food
Truck will sell hot beverages and food
and hopefully the bread oven will be sell-
ing fresh made bread! Join your neigh-
bors and make new friends!!

Please use unbreakable ornaments and
no crepe paper (it stains clothes if acci-
dentally touched). Paper decorations
disintegrate when wet. ATTACH YOUR
ORNAMENTS SECURELY SO THEY
DON’T FALL OR BLOW OFF IN THE
WIND!

UNDECORATE BY THE SECOND
WEEKEND OF JANUARY 2026. Any
trees left undecorated will forfeit their
decorations.

Contact Gwen Roden with any questions.

Scan with your phone’s photo app to
link to the survey.

Did You Know?

Oakland Cemetery
Allows Green Burials

Did you know that Marine on St.
Croix allows green burials in the
city-owned Oakland Cemetery?

Because the city does not require
vaults, those making plans for a
burial can choose options that ena-
ble natural decomposition, return-
ing the body to the earth with mini-
mal impact.



October, November and December

Page 3

FAC Calls for Help to ‘Re-Green Marine’

Marine’s Forest Advisory Committee
(FAQ) is seeking volunteers for buck-
thorn removal and tree planting - your

chance to help re-green Marine after the

devastating July storm!
We will be partnering with the Wash-

ington Conservation District on Sept. 27

(rain date Oct. 11) to remove buckthorn
between Burris Park and Hwy 95.
Training and tools are provided - or
bring your own!

At a later date after the buckthorn re-
moval, we will be planting the ~130
small tamarack trees that have been
growing in our gravel beds. Some of the

fencing from the Burris Park Dog Park
will be used to create deer exclosures, as
tamaracks are a favorite deer food.
After the July derecho that devastated
Marine’s urban forest, the FAC mapped
downed trees on city property (many
additional trees were lost in people’s
private yards). Nearly 150 trees were
found to be dead or severely damaged,
including some of the largest in town.

A section of a massive white pine from

Judd Street will be preserved in the Mill
Site property to show the age of the tree
and designated years in the tree’s rings.

FIRE & RESCUE
OPEN HOUSE

OCTOBER 7
6:00-8:00 PM

FIRE HALL:
160 JUDD ST.

e

Planning Commission Seeks Volunteer Members

The Planning Commission has potential
vacancies to begin January 1, 2026. If
you are interested in applying, please
submit a resume and letter of interest to

the City. Applications will be accepted on

a rolling basis until the positions have
been filled.

The Planning Commission helps to up-
hold the long-term vision of the City of
Marine.

Guided by the comprehensive plan and
zoning code, Commissioners review re-

quests from property owners who wish to

take small exceptions to the code
through a variance or conditional use
permit. The Commission also reviews

and updates the comprehensive plan and

zoning ordinance.

Time Commitment, Work Required

 Regular monthly meetings occur the
last Tuesday of each month, at 7 pm.
Absence from three consecutive
monthly meetings, or four in a year,
constitutes a vacancy if declared so by
the City Council. There is not typically
a meeting in December.

« New commissioners must spend some
time learning the zoning code and
comprehensive plan, at least to the
point of being able to look up and un-
derstand rules that apply to properties
throughout the city.

« Occasional workshops or additional
commission meetings.

« Small groups meet outside of the regu-
lar meeting time to work on projects.

Site visits are conducted outside of the
regular meeting time.

Between meetings commissioners work
on special projects, compile the infor-
mation needed for a variance or permit
recommendation, review meeting
minutes and read materials for upcom-
ing meetings.

Those applying for Planning Commis-
sion should plan on serving a three-
year term, although the City Council
may appoint you to a shorter term de-
pending on the commission's needs.

Commissioners who wish to serve
more than one term will be eligible for
reappointment, and there is no limit on
the number of terms served.

BUDGET: Draft Includes Proposed Spending, Cuts, and Saving for Future Projects

FROM PAGE 1

half of a stepped increase for the
clerk’s additional responsibilities as
administrator. Totaling roughly
$20,000, the increase in wages and
benefits brings the cost of employee
wages, benefits, and insurance to
$374,729.

Proposed cuts include $18,500 in au-
dit fees, a $3,000 cut to the holi-
day/event budget, $2,000 in fire hall
repairs, and $1,800 for road sweeping.

The budget also reflects $12,000 in
new income from the cell tower lease.

The full budget can be found on the
City website.

2026 Capital Expenses

Proposed Saving
Toward Future Projects:

« $375,000: Road and Alley Projects
« $25,000: Tree Maintenance

« $20,000: One-Ton Pickup Truck
(Goal: $110,000)

« $15,000: Directed Law Enforcement
Patrol

« $10,000 Each: Dump Truck, Fire &

Rescue Truck, Maintenance Shop Up-
grade, Maintenance Shop Lean-To

« $5,000 Each: Stone House Museum

Building, Parks & Rec Infrastructure,
Cemetery Improvements, Stormwater
Basin Maintenance, Public Works
Pick Up Truck, Skid Steer, Mower,
Public Works Equipment

$2,000: Red Bridge

Debt Payments

School Bond (Elementary School
Property): $51,556



MARINE COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Head to our website Marine Community
Library — Marine on St. Croix, MN for
the most up-to-date programming infor-
mation, but here are a few highlights:

The Documentary Film

4, 2025.
Award-winning River Ra-

series will return on October
2, November 6 and December

Autumn 2025

families in the community! Bring your
favorite game to play with others or use
games provided. We’'ll have pizza from
Scandia Pizza.

This is a free event with a suggested do-
nation of $5 per family for pizza. It will
run from 5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Village
Hall. Following the November and De-
cember Fun Nights there will be PJ Sto-
rytime from 6:30 to 7:00 in the Library

November 10, Marine Community Li-
brary will host a gathering of non-
profit organizations in Marine
Mills communities (Marine, Scandia,
and May Township).

Intended to be the first of many, the
gatherings will be a place to exchange
ideas and explore collaborations between
groups, helping to avoid redundant ef-
forts. At this first meeting, Scandia Her-

downstairs.

dio featuring Jim Maher

and Gayle Knutson with
RiverRadio technical direction by Matt

Quast will return on your
podcast listening services this fall.

Watch for other speakers as well.

The Library will be hosting Family Fun
Nights/ PJ Storytime events on Octo-
ber 24, November 14 and December 12.
There will be a special musical guest at
the October 24t event, Will Bjorndal, a
musician and naturalist from Minnesota.
His visit is sponsored by the Legacy

Fundlng from Washlngton County There The OCt 24 Famlly Fun nght features Will
Bjorndal of Will Sings Songs.

will also be games and pizza. Meet other

itage Alliance will present the Water
Tower Barn Scandia project.

The Marine Community Library’s part-
nership with Marine Village School is
continuing this year. Each class comes
down once every two weeks for a visit to
the library. The visit starts with sharing
a few books and then each student can
check out up to 3 books.

The Library was able to purchase about
70 new children's books through a spe-
cial grant from the Scandia Lions Club
for use in our partnership with the
school.

Fall Into Fun with Marine Mills Folk School

The season of brisk air and natural beauty is upon us, and we
welcome and celebrate it at Marine Mills Folk School. Tt’s an
exciting time of new beginnings with school and activities,
family gatherings, and holiday celebrations. Fall beckons us
to gather and create!

We kicked off the season with the annual Fall Festival on
Saturday, September 20th, The day was full of art, traditional
craft, and community. What joy to see people of all ages have
fun as they listened to live bluegrass music, watched artists
demonstrate traditional crafts, perused the booths of local
artists selling their wares, observed the amazing sheepdogs in
action...and more!

October and November are brimming with a grand variety
of classes! Try your hand at fiber weaving, basketry, stained
glass, knitting, sourdough bread making, woodworking, leath-
er craft, painting, stitching, photography, jewelry...and so
much more. Courses are taught by amazing instructors and
are beginner friendly. Find the full schedule at

marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire events/.

Special opportunity! We are thrilled to be offering a week-
end workshop on Pine Needle and Sweet Grass Coiled
Basketry on November 15-16! This is an incredible oppor-
tunity to learn from the best of the best — renowned instructor
Linda Conroy. To learn more about Linda and her work,
please visit www.moonwiseherbs.com and
www.midwestwomensherbal.com.

It’s not too early to plan and register for holiday wreath
making classes. We provide the holiday music, treats, holi-

Renowned instructor Linda Conroy will teach Pine Needle and
Sweet Grass Coiled Basketry in November.

day greenery and embellishment — and you get to have fun
and create.

MMFS winter classes (December/January/February)
will be posted and registration will open at the end of October.
To get the latest Marine Mills Folk School updates or to regis-
ter for classes, please visit our website at
www.marinemillsfolkschool.org. We hope to see you soon!


https://marinecommunitylibrary.org/
https://marinecommunitylibrary.org/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/pine-needles-and-sweet-grass-the-art-of-coiled-basketry-november-15-16-2025/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/pine-needles-and-sweet-grass-the-art-of-coiled-basketry-november-15-16-2025/
https://www.moonwiseherbs.com/
https://www.midwestwomensherbal.com/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/pine-needles-and-sweet-grass-the-art-of-coiled-basketry-november-15-16-2025/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/pine-needles-and-sweet-grass-the-art-of-coiled-basketry-november-15-16-2025/
https://marinemillsfolkschool.org/inspire_events/pine-needles-and-sweet-grass-the-art-of-coiled-basketry-november-15-16-2025/
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Marine Village School Welcomes New Executive Director

Marine Village School is
excited to welcome Dr.
Windham as our new Exec-
utive Director! A passion-
ate educator, experienced
leader, and lifelong learner,
Dr. Windham brings a
unique blend of vision,
heart, and proven leader-
ship to our community.

With over a decade of expe-
rience in educational lead-
ership, he has led two char-
ter schools through signifi-
cant growth and transition. His doctoral research focused on
effective charter school leadership, giving him both academic
insight and real-world experience. His student-centered ap-

proach aligns perfectly with our school’s mission and values.

In addition to his K—12 leadership, Dr. Windham has taught in
Bethel University’s Strategic Leadership and MBA programs,
helping shape future leaders. His career also includes over 30
years of nonprofit leadership across the Midwest, highlighting
his commitment to service, equity, and community building.

Originally from Wichita, Kansas, Dr. Windham is a proud hus-
band to his wife, Dawn. They enjoy a full life with their seven
children and four grandchildren. Outside of work, he is an avid
musician, enthusiastic runner, golfer, and traveler who values
time with family and friends.

Dr. Windham’s energy, experience, and dedication to excel-
lence make him a tremendous addition to the Marine Village
School family. We are thrilled to begin this next chapter under
his leadership and look forward to what’s ahead.

Please join us in warmly welcoming Dr. Windham!

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE & RIDE SAFE

Electric Personal
Assistive Mobility Device

Motorized Foot Scooter

E-Bike (Classes 1-3)

PHOTO

RY2;

O | EFD | T

PEDAL-ASSISTMOTOR

No

Yes

Maybe

No

MOTOR/ENGINE SIZE

100-750 watts

<750 watts

<1500 watts or <49cc

>1500 watts or >49¢cc

MAX SPEED

20

20 or 28 (Class 3)

30

>30

LICENSE REQUIRED

No

No

Yes

Yes

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

No

No

Yes

MINIMUM AGE

12

15

15

15

HELMET REQUIRED

<18

<18

<18

<18

WHERE CAN | RIDE

Sidewalks

Streets (Limited)
Private property

Streets
Private property

Sidewalks
Streets
Private property

* Riding on private propery requires permission from

Streets
Off-highway
Private property

the property owner

Streets
Off-highway
Private property

PASSENGER

No

No

No

If equipped with seat &
footrests

If equipped with seat &
footrests

NIGHTTIME

Reflectors

Headlight & taillight

Headlight & rear reflector

Headlight & taillight

Headlight & taillight

STATUTE

169.212

169.225

Ride Safe Tips:

169.222

Know the laws and ordinances

169.223

Wear a helmet

169.974

Ride at a reasonable speed and be aware of your surroundings
Ride in the same direction as traffic on the right side
Warn pedestrians and pass cautiouslyon the left
Signalturnsand yield at intersections
Use lights and extra caution after dusk

Electric and gas motorized vehicles are not allowed on city trails, with the exception of ADA-approved conveyance.
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Visitors From Far
and Near

Hej! from the Stewards of Marine Mills History.
This past season at the Stonehouse and Settlers'
Cabin museums brought visitors from far and
near. As part of the Sister City program in Scan-
dia, visitors from Mellerud, Sweden enjoyed a
"Morning in Marine" hosted by Mark & Dawn
McGinley and Joni Maciosek, a descendent of
Sven Andersson, the cabin builder, who was born
and raised in Mellerud before immigrating to
Marine.

The Swedes were impressed by the general store
as well as the town hall stage curtain painting by
Axel Lindahl, a well-known Swedish artist.
Mayor Kevin Nyenhuis and Pastor Hannah Bar-
tos enjoyed a visit to the Stonehouse Museum as
part of the hosting experience.

On two separate occasions visitors from the UK
and South Africa stopped first at the log cabin
before making the hill hike to the Stonehouse,
again remarking on the historic significance of
the structures and, in the case of our UK visitor,
the youthful age of the cabin in comparison to
structures in their homeland. A recent visit came
from a family who lives in the metro area and
stops in on occasion to reconnect with museum
artifacts donated to the collection by their family.

The volunteers who spend time in the museums
appreciate interacting with those who stop in.
We hope to see you sometime, too!

XCEL ENERGY EXTENDS
TREE CLEARANCE AREA

Xcel Energy is implementing a
new wildfire vegetation manage-
ment plan, set to be in place by
the end of 2027.

Because Marine on St. Croix is
located in Tier 2, a medium-risk
area, residents will see increased
tree trimming near electrical
poles. Clearance will extend to at
least 10 feet, up from six feet pre-
viously, and include removal of
overhanging vegeta-

tion. Trimming will occur every
three to five years.

How It Affects You

Xcel will attempt to provide ad-
vanced notice to landowners prior
to work. However, under the
terms of their utility access agree-
ment, they may access facilities on
private property and conduct
maintenance to ensure safe and
reliable service even if they are
unable to communicate with own-
ers.

Xcel may remove vegetation in-
cluding trees or branches from
trees that are too close to a power

line, or that will grow too close to
a power line. Many trees they re-
move are hazardous — dead, dying
or diseased. They use specialized
equipment, bucket trucks and
climbing crews to remove trees.
Smaller branches are chipped and
hauled away, and larger branches
will be cut into manageable sized
lengths and left on site. In inac-
cessible areas requiring walk-in
crews, debris will be cut and
spread out, consistent with prac-
tices on U.S. Forest Service lands.

Marine is located in Tier 2 of Xcel's
new wildfire vegetation manage-
ment plan, signaling medium risk.

RESTORATION SOCIETY THANKS 2025 VOLUNTEERS

The Marine 4th of July Race had another record year! Thanks to all the runners, walkers and fans who came out and
braved the heat. Proceeds from the race benefit the many activities of The Marine Restoration Society, including con-
tributing funding to the Village Hall remodeling. Many thanks to our long running and brand-new volunteers.

S

PHOTO: Kevin Nyenhuis | Courtesy
Volunteer course marshal Bob Hagstrom, July 4, 2025.

Marine Restoration Society

Race Committee
Robbi Strandemo
Sebastian Corby

Bill Simpson

Gayle & Jim Knutson
Jennifer Henry
Bjorn Hagstrom

Volunteers
Irene Qualters
Linda Overchuck
Janet Ames
Colleen Peterson
Jane Powell

Sue Logan

Erik Henry
Andy Powell

Jim Smith

Volunteers (continued)
Nona

Laurel Smith

Bob Hagstrom

Alyce and Dave Brekke
Chelsea Dummer

Kathy and Randy Ferrin
Molly Arneson

Annie Minich

Loralee DiLorenzo
Special Thanks to:

City of Marine Staff

Marine Fire and Rescue
Marine Cornet Band

Master of Ceremonies, Kevin
Nyenhuis

Our sponsor — River Radio



HUNTING SEASON UNDERWAY

+ Bow Hunting September 13 - December 31 «
+ Shotgun November 8 - 16 «
» Muzzle Loader November 29 - December 14 ¢

Within Marine’s city limits,
permits are required for
anyone hunting with a
firearm (Ch. 9, Section 1).
These permits are available at
the City office during regular
business hours.

Property owners interested in
allowing bow hunters on their

property to hunt deer should
contact the city office.

If you have questions
regarding hunting regulations
or need to report any
suspicious or illegal activity,
contact Conservation Officer
Scott Arntzen at
763-413-4881.

Reminders for Those Who Don’t Hunt

® Be aware while walking trails and entering parks.

® Parks may hold a special hunting period.

® Wear bright orange clothing.

Legend

€3 City Boundary
[ Parcel
Zoning Districts
St, Croix Rural
I St. Croix Urban
Single Family Rural
Single Family Urban
M st Croix Village Center
Light Industrial

+/ Neightorhood Service
7 Overlay

MN

0 013 025 0.5 Miles
Ll | )

Firearms hunting is allowed by permit in the Single Family Rural
and St. Croix Rural zoning districts (lightest shading within city
limits, above). The property owner must give permission and a
permit must be obtained through the City Office.
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FALL-WINTER PARKING

PARK OFF STREET OVERNIGHT

November 15 - April 1, no parking is allowed on
streets or alleys from 2 am - 6 am. This includes
downtown businesses and apartment residents.

Clear streets allow public works to plow, keeping
the roads drivable. Between 2 and 6 am the City
has authority to tow your vehicle at your expense,
per Ch. 24 of the city code.

FALL CLEANING?

DON’T MISS
HEAVY METAL DAY
OCTOBER 4 | 9 AM-NOON

Bring large, bulky trash and
Waste Management will dispose of it.

Collection will be in the parking lot behind Security
State Bank. You can find the list of items that will be
collected, along with their prices, posted on the bulle-
tin board in front of the Village Hall and on the City’s
website.

TRASH TROUBLE?

Call the city office with your trash-related ques-
tions or to report missed pick up. City staff are the
primary contact between Marine on St. Croix resi-
dents and the city’s garbage hauler, Waste Man-
agement.

WHEN DOES THE
COMPOST SITE CLOSE?

The city-operated
yard compost site
will keep regular
hours until the
snow flies.

HOURS
Wednesday:
12pm - 7pm
Saturday
9am - 4pm

)



We're on the web

www.marineonstcroix.org

2025 CitYy COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION AND STAFF
MARINEONSTCROIX.ORG

City Council

Mayor Kevin Nyenhuis 651-247-7399
Bill Miller 651-433-5354

Wendy Ward 651-301-0633

John Goodfellow 651-433-1494

Dan Willenbring 612-599-1219

Council meets the second Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. at the Village Hall and via
Zoom. See marineonstcroix.org for links.

City Staff

Lynette Peterson, City Clerk/Treasurer
Suzanne Lindgren, Assistant Clerk

Tom Boesel, Public Works 651-755-2197
Rob Powell, Public Works

Maintenance Shop 651-433-5492

Planning Commission
Chair: Anna Hagstrom
Kristina Smitten Jennifer Henry

Tim Casey Lisa White
Julie Warren Claudia Carr

Meetings are last Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. at the Hall
and via Zoom. See marineonstcroix.org for links.

Get the newsletter
via email:

Save paper and reduce costs.

To get the newsletter

electronically, email Assistant City Clerk
Suzanne Lindgren: asstclerk@cityofmarine.org

The newsletter is also available online:
www.marineonstcroix.org

Marine on St Croix|121 Judd Street | P.O. Box 250 | Marine On St Croix MN 55047
Phone: 651-433-3636 Email: mosc@cityofmarine.org


mailto:asstclerk@cityofmarine.org

