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C OU NC I L  SE T S  M AX IMUM  L EV Y :  $1 ,273,460  
The Marine on St. Croix City Council in 
September passed a maximum levy of 
$1,273,460.50, representing a $93,455 
(7.9%) increase over the 2026 budget.  

As a maximum levy, this number cannot 
be increased but can be lowered. 

The largest single increase in the pro-
posed budget is $50,000 for road im-
provements, for which the City will col-
lect a total of $425,000 in 2027. (See 
sidebar for other capital projects.) 

Council proposed seeding the Village 

Hall capital improvement fund with 
$40,000 toward restoring the hall’s 
structural systems and exterior. Council 
member Ward will apply for a 

MOSC TIMES 
C i t y   o f   M a r i n e   o n   S t .   C r o i x   

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Oct. 3  Heavy Metal Day 

Oct. 6  Fire&Rescue Open House 

Oct. 8  City Council Meeting     

Oct. 12  Columbus Day— 
  City Office Closed 

Oct. 27  Planning Commission  
  Meeting     

Nov. 11  Veterans Day—Closed 

Nov. 12  City Council Meeting 

Nov. 24  Planning Commission  
  Meeting 

Nov. 26-27 Thanksgiving—Closed 

Dec. 8  Truth in Taxation 

Dec. 10  City Council Meeting 

Dec. 24-25 Christmas—Closed 
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ICE RINK  
AT T E N DA N T S  N E E D E D  

Ice rink attendants needed to work 
during warming house hours (see 
right).  
 

Must be 16 years or older to ap-
ply. $10/hour. 
 

To apply, contact the city office. 

The school ice rink will be flooded 
as weather permits.  Once flooded, 
the rink is open any time. 
 

WARMING HOUSE HOURS  

Monday - Friday  3:30 - 8 pm  

Saturday - Sunday  12 - 6 pm 

In August, the Marine City Council 
approved the formation of a His-
toric Commemoration, Veteran 
Recognition and Civic Display 
Workgroup to explore how Ma-
rine on St. Croix can recognize 

its history, honor those who have 
served, and thoughtfully use public 
spaces for civic displays and com-
memorations. 

Members Needed for Workgroup on Veteran 

Recognition and Civic Displays 

SEE BUDGET: Page 5 

SEE WORKGROUP: Page 3 

Marine residents will elect a 
mayor and two council mem-
bers on November 3.  

Register to vote or request an ab-
sentee ballot at www.sos.state.mn 
.us/elections-voting.  

Voting will take place in the Village 
Hall ballroom (121 Judd St.), 7 am 
to 8 pm.  

The following candidates have filed 
for office in Marine:  

Office of Mayor:  
Dan Willenbring  

City Council:  
Mike Lammi 

Diane Mills 

Rosetta Peters 

General Election: Tuesday, November 3  

L O C A L  A N D  S T A T E W I D E  R A C E S  

H E A R  F R O M  T H E  C A N D I D A T E S :  D E T A I L S  O N  P A G E  4   
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There’s Still Time to Visit Stone 
House Museum, Settler’s Cabin 

Fall finds the Stewards 
of Marine Mills History 
coordinating efforts, 
buttoning up tasks and 
reflecting on the visible 
changes around and 
within.  

Our website 
marinemillshistory.org 
continues to grow as a 
place to offer infor-
mation and find con-
nections within our 
community — please 
check it out regularly 
over the winter. Life-
time membership is 
growing (featured on 
our website) as is our 

list of ideas for commu-
nity based events. Col-
laborations are forming 
and will present them-
selves in Spring. Our 
thanks to all who vol-
unteered as hosts dur-
ing the hot summer 
months and to those 
who have enthusiasti-
cally proposed ways we 
can promote the histor-
ic community sur-
rounding us.  

There is still time to 
stop in the museums 
before we close the 
doors in October. 
Please do! 

M IL L S ITE PROPERTY 
TR AN S FER PLOD S A LON G  

The property transfer for the Thi-yóšpaye (tee-yo'-shpah-yay) site 
within the Mill Site is nearing its final stage of review. In Septem-
ber, City Administrator Lynette Peterson reported that the Minne-
sota Historical Society 
(MNHS) would soon 
submit plans for the pur-
chase to the Minnesota 
State Historic Preserva-
tion Office (SHPO). 
Once SHPO signs off, 
MNHS will send closing 
documents to the City 
for review. 

Potential uses for the 
one-tenth acre section of 
the historic Mill Site in-
clude: an interpretive 
center for the river or 
local heritage; a multi-
use building that could 
house the library, folk 
school and similar 
groups; or a public re-
stroom. 

The land transfer will 
not impact the Mill Site’s 
designation as a state 
historic site, nor its 
place on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places. 

The site proposed for purchase, out-

lined above in blue, is a small portion 

of the larger Mill Site. 

S o l a r,  H om e - b a sed  B u s in esses ,  a nd  C a nn ab i s   
C u l t iva t ion  C l ea r e r  w i th  La t es t  Z on in g  C od e  Upd a t e  

In September, the Marine City Council 
passed several updates to the Zoning 
Code intended to clarify existing regula-
tions and address topics that were not 
fully covered when the current code was 
adopted. The most notable changes in-
clude: 

Solar energy systems: New standards 
distinguish between building-mounted, 
ground-mounted, and community-scale 
solar installations. The update establish-
es permitting, location, screening, size, 
safety, and decommissioning require-
ments. 

Home occupations: The update estab-
lishes standards for selling handcrafted 
goods made on site and allows participa-
tion in up to four organized Open Studio 
weekends or similar community events 

each year. Participation in such events 
will require a permit if the event meets 
thresholds for a special event permit 
(attendance over 100, sound amplifica-
tion). Larger home-based businesses will 
still require an interim use permit for 
everyday operations. 

Temporary storage units: Permanent 
placement of commercial shipping con-
tainers is now explicitly prohibited. The 
update limits most temporary storage 
units to 45 days per year (longer during 
active construction), establishes a maxi-
mum size, and sets standards for where 
they may be placed on a property. 

Cannabis-related businesses: The 
update permits the following activities 
via Interim Use Permit in the Single 
Family Rural District: indoor cannabis 

cultivation; manufacture of cannabis; 
manufacture of lower-potency hemp; 
cannabis transport and delivery. The 
update also adds standards addressing 
odors, lighting, noise, security, screening, 
setbacks, and water use. No changes 
were proposed to retail regulations. 

Definitions and administrative up-
dates: The ordinance adds or updates 
several definitions (including hoop hous-
es, temporary storage units, solar energy 
systems, seasonal produce stands, and 
daycare uses), updates zoning tables to 
reflect existing regulations, corrects cross
-references, and makes other technical 
edits throughout the code to improve 
clarity and consistency. 

Marine Mill Site Volunteers Wanted 

The Marine Mill Site Volunteers will be gather-
ing for a Fall Clean up Day on November 7 at 
10am - 12pm. All interested are encouraged to 
participate. Please wear work clothes and bring 
work gloves & protective eye wear. 
Email julie.warren@cityofmarine.org with any 
questions.  
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F I R E  &  R E S C U E  
O PEN HO US E  

O C T O B E R  6   
6:00-8:00 PM  

F I R E  H A L L :   

160 J U D D  S T .  

The City of Marine on St. Croix is updating its Comprehensive Plan — 
a long-range document that sets the City's vision for the future and 
guides City Council and staff decisions on everything from land use to 
water resources. Comprehensive Plans are required every 10 years by 
the Metropolitan Council; the current plan was updated in 2018. 

This update will shape land use, housing, transportation, water re-
sources, parks and trails, climate, and natural resources for years to 
come — and it started this spring. We want to hear from you: What do 
you love about Marine today? What do you want for its future? 
 

Three ways to get involved: 

• Take our fall community survey — share your 
thoughts now: surveymonkey.com/r/3DPJSPB 

• Talk with planning commissioners in person at the 
Marine Village School Carnival at Rustic Roots, 
October 4. 

• Visit the project website for updates and upcom-
ing engagement opportunities: 
marineonstcroix.org/compplan 
 

Your ideas matter — help us shape Marine's future for years to come. 

Help Shape Marine's Future: The 2050 Comprehensive Plan 

Fall Fire Safety: A Few Simple Steps  
Fire Prevention Week: Oct. 5-9 

As cooler weather arrives, Public Safety 
Chief Glen Mills reminds residents to 
take a few simple steps to help keep 
their homes and community safe this 
fall and winter:  

☐ Check your smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors and re-
place the batteries.  Test each 
detector to make sure it’s working. 

☐ Replace smoke and combina-
tion smoke/CO detectors every 
5–7 years to ensure they are 
working properly. Older detec-

tors can lose sensitivity, even when 
the batteries are working.  

☐ Remember your burning per-
mit: Outdoor fires larger than 3 
feet by 3 feet require a burning per-
mit, available at City Hall. Before 
starting any outdoor fire, make sure 
conditions are safe and follow all 
applicable fire regulations.  

Taking a few minutes to check your de-
tectors and review fire-safety practices 
now can help keep your home, family, 
and neighbors safe throughout the fall 
and winter.  

Councilmember Bill Miller envisioned the workgroup bringing 
together residents, veteran families, historical organizations, 
civic groups, and city officials to research and develop recom-
mendations for the City’s commemorative displays.  

Focus areas will include the downtown flagpole and bell area, 
the Oakland Cemetery and Potter’s Field, recognition of Ma-
rine veterans dating back to the Civil War, and opportunities 
to recognize first responders, civic volunteers, Citizens of the 
Year and others who have made significant contributions to 
the community. 

The workgroup will begin by gathering community input, re-
searching local history and commemorative practices, then 

begin to develop ideas and recommendations for the City 
Council.  

Residents with an interest in Marine’s history, veterans and 
military service, historic preservation, public spaces, or com-
munity life are encouraged to participate. Historical organiza-
tions, veteran families, civic groups and others with knowledge 
or ideas to share are also welcome. 

 
Interested in getting involved?  

Contact Councilman Miller at bill.miller@cityofmarine.org to 
express your interest in participating. 

WORKGROUP: Historic Commemoration, Veteran Recognition, Civic Displays  

FROM PAGE 1 

Scan this 

code to take 

the survey. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3DPJSPB
https://marineonstcroix.org/compplan
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MA R I N E  C O M M U N I T Y  L I B R A RY   

— Autumn  2026 —  

Marine City Council 
Candidates’ Forum 

Marine Community Li-
brary and River Radio 
are hosting a discussion 
with candidates for the 
Marine City Council.  

 

Wednesday, October 7  
7:30 to 9:00 p.m.  

Marine Village Hall 
 

Council candidates:  

• Mike Lammi 

• Diane Mills 

• Rosetta Peters 
 

Mayoral candidate: 

•  Dan Willenbring  
 

Questions can be sent to  
info@marinecommunity-library.org. 

This season’s first Doc 
Night is on October 1 
with the documentary 
WILD INSIDE about 
an owl that survives 

after escaping from the Central Park Zoo. 

Doc Nights continue on November 5th 
and December 3rd. Watch for titles to be 
announced. 

Upcoming Events 
and New Books 

Ryan Rodgers, author of WHERE 
THE GREEN LIGHT SHINES, will 
speak on October 15 about his book 
on canoeing in the Arctic. 

Watch for children’s programming 
and other author talks on the li-
brary’s website:  
marinecommunitylibrary.org.  

Also, new books are continuously 
being added to our vibrant and con-
temporary collection. Marine Com-
munity Library recently received a 
fabulous donation of hundreds of 
books that were submissions for the 
National Book Award. Diane Wil-
son, author of The Seed Keeper, and 
speaker at our author talks in 2021, 
was a judge this past year and do-
nated the books to us. Exciting new 
titles will be joining our shelves. 

Documentary Series Returns October 1 

Catch River Radio 
— Season 8 —  

Believe it or not…it’s SEASON 8 
of River Radio!!  The season will 
start on Saturday, October 3. 
Watch the Library website for 
details. 

Mark your calendars for River Radio, author talks, the return of the Documentary series and a candidates forum. 

https://marinecommunitylibrary.org/
https://marinecommunitylibrary.org/
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Proposed Saving for: 

• $425,000: Road and 
Alley Projects 

• $40,000 Village Hall  

• $25,000: Tree Mainte-
nance 

• $20,000: One-Ton 
Pickup Truck (Goal: 
$110,000) 

• $15,000: Directed Law 
Enforcement Patrol 

• $10,000 Each: Dump 
Truck, Fire & Rescue 
Truck, Maintenance 
Shop Upgrade, Burris 
Park Amenities 

• $7,530: Engineering 
Capital Improvement 
Plan Assessment 

• See budget for smaller-
tier earmarks  
$2,000—$5,000 

 

 

Debt Payments 

• School Bond 
(Elementary School 
Property): $50,000 

BUDGET: Draft Includes Proposed Spending, Cuts, and Saving for Future  

FROM PAGE 1 

grant from the Minnesota 
Historical Society 
with hopes that a condi-
tions assessment and long-
term maintenance plan be 
funded. With this docu-
ment, repairs and mainte-
nance may be planned and 
budgeted for years to 
come.   

For operational expenses, 
the largest single increase 
is an inflationary raise for 
employees, totaling rough-
ly $11,000. The increase in 
wages and benefits brings 
the cost of employee wag-
es, benefits, and insurance 
to $385,971. 

Several small cuts offset 
the increases, including 
bringing compensation for 
first responder wages into 
closer alignment with actu-
al spending over the last 
two years, a cut of $8,560.  
Other decreases included 
$5,500 for wastewater-
related engineering and a 
$2,000 cut to the holi-
day/event budget.  

The budget also reflects 
$6,000 in new income 
from the cell tower lease. 

2027 Capital Improvement Planning (dark blue, yellow above) 

Ma r in e  Vi l l a ge  S ch oo l  We l com es  N ew Di r ec t or  
R E A D I E S  F O R  S E C O N D  A N N U A L  M O N S T E R  D A S H  

Marine Village School welcomed Dr. Bobbi Hume as its new 
Executive Director/Principal at the start of the 2026/27 school 
year. Dr. Hume brings more than three decades of experience 
in education, serving as a teacher, principal, district academic 
leader, and educator of educators. She was especially drawn to 
MVS’s close-knit community, commitment to hands-on and 
environmental learning, and its focus on creating a school 
where children are known, valued, and connected to the world 
around them. 

MVS also has several new members of the leadership team on 
the School Board: Katy Kalt as Board Chair, Heather Logelin 
as Vice Chair, and Michael Adrian as Treasurer. Together with 
the returning board members and school staff, they look for-
ward to supporting another great year at Marine Village 
School. 

The Second Annual Monster Dash 5k run at MVS will take 

place October 23. Start time for the run is 5:20pm and there 
will be a picnic & dancing in the park following the run. Open 
to the public, all are welcome. Wear your costume and join the 
fun! 
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Ever tossed something in the recycling 
bin because you hoped it was recyclable? 
That’s called wishcycling—and it can 
cause problems for the recycling process. 

Items that aren’t accepted for recycling 
can contaminate otherwise recyclable 
materials,  in some cases causing entire 
loads to be discarded as trash.  

Don’t be fooled by ‘chasing arrows’ 

Not everything with a recycling symbol is 
recyclable. Styrofoam products, for in-
stance, often feature the chasing arrows 
with the number 6 inside. 

Most municipal recycling centers lack the 
specialized equipment required to pro-
cess Styrofoam, and instead treat it as a 
contaminant to the other recyclables. 

When it comes to recycling, when in 
doubt, leave it out. 

Marine’s hauler, Gene’s Disposal, has 
guidelines for what belongs in the recy-

cling bin, and the list may be different 
from what you have recycled through 
other programs. Before putting an item 
in your recycling bin, take a moment to 
verify whether it’s actually accepted.  

Check the graphic below to see what is —
and isn’t— currently accepted in Marine’s 
curbside recycling. Keeping unwanted 
items out of the recycling bin helps make 
everyone’s recyclables more likely to 
close the loop. 

Some wishes come true: food 
scraps pickup program is here 

Someone who wished for a curbside food 
scraps program must have a fairy god-
mother doubling as a bureaucrat. Since 
July, Marine on St. Croix residents have 
been able to sign up and order their free 
annual supply of food scrap bags at 
FoodScrapsPickup.com or by calling 651-
661-9393 . The program is free and vol-
untary. 

‘It’s no myth’ campaign 

Washington County teamed up with area 
counties to launch a campaign featuring 
mythical creatures to highlight that local 
recycling is not a fairy tale. When you 
sort correctly, your items do get turned 
into new products locally and regionally 
instead of heading to a landfill. See it at 
recyclingexists.com 

When in Doubt, Leave It Out: Avoid ‘Wishcycling’ 

EN CH AN TIN G FOR ES T 2026   

https://foodscrapspickup.com/
https://recyclingexists.com/
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FALL-WINTER PARKING 

 

•  Bow Hunting September 19 - December 31  • 
 •  Youth October 15 - October 18  • 

•  Statewide Firearm November 7 - 15  •  
•  Muzzle Loader November 28 - December 13 •  

The city-operated 
yard compost site 
will keep regular 
hours until the 
snow flies. 

HOURS 

Wednesday:  
12pm - 7pm 

Saturday  
9am - 4pm 

W H E N  D O E S  T H E   
C O M P O S T  S I T E  C L O S E ?  

PARK OFF STREET  OVERNIGHT 

November 15 - April 1, no parking is allowed on 
streets or alleys from 2 am - 6 am. This includes 
downtown businesses and apartment residents.  

Clear streets allow public works to plow, keeping 
the roads drivable. Between 2 and 6 am the City 
has authority to tow your vehicle at your expense, 
per Ch. 24 of the city code.  

 

fall  cleaning?  

 

D O N ’ T  M I S S   
H E AV Y  M E TA L  D A Y  

O C T O B E R  3  |  9  A M - N O O N  

Bring large, bulky trash and  
Waste Management will dispose of it.  

Collection will be in the parking lot behind Security 
State Bank. You can find the list of items that will be 
collected, along with their prices, posted on the bulle-
tin board in front of the Village Hall and on the City’s 
website.  

HUNTING SEASON UNDERWAY 

Within Marine’s city limits, 
permits are required for 
anyone hunting with a 
firearm (Ch. 9, Section 1). 
These permits are available at 
the City office during regular 
business hours.  

Property owners interested in 
allowing bow hunters on their 

property to hunt deer should 
contact the city office.  

If you have questions 
regarding hunting regulations 
or need to report any 
suspicious or illegal activity, 
contact Conservation Officer 
Scott Arntzen at  
763-413-4881. 

• Be aware while walking trails and entering parks.  

• Parks may hold a special hunting period. 

• Wear bright orange clothing. 

Reminders for Those Who Don’t Hunt 

K E E P  T R A S H  B I N S  O F F  
T H E  S T R E E T  

Did you know a garbage truck’s extendable arm can 
reach 8 feet from the truck to pick up a bin?  
Placing carts in your driveway  rather than the 
street keeps the roads clear for driving and plowing. 

Get ready to participate in the 
9th Annual Enchanting For-
est: Saturday, Nov. 28 (Small 
Business Saturday).  So much 
fun to be had!   

To claim a tree, register at 
the front counter at Marine 
General Store. $50 payment 
(check or cash only) will be 
due at the time of registra-
tion. 

Decorating Day: Nov. 28 

Decorate your tree with non-
breakable ornaments (please 
no paper or crepe paper deco-
rations since they deteriorate 
quickly), meet your neigh-
bors, visit Santa and make 
your Christmas wishes 

known, sing Christmas carols 
around the campfire and pur-
chase hot beverages from 
Scandia-Marine Lions Club. 

Don't miss out on the fun! 

Verizon Joins AT&T on Cell Tower 

In early September, Verizon reported that 
they were in the process of installing ground 
equipment and that they expected to install 
tower equipment in late September.  

AT&T has been operational on the tower 
since the start of 2026.  

Sign Up Now: Enchanting Forest  



 

 

We’re on the web 

 
www.marineonstcroix.org 

City Council 

Mayor Kevin Nyenhuis  651-247-7399  

Bill Miller 651-433-5354 

Wendy Ward 651-301-0633  

John Goodfellow 651-433-1494   

Dan Willenbring 612-599-1219  

 

Council meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at the Village Hall and via 
Zoom. See marineonstcroix.org for links. 

 

 

City Staff 

Lynette Peterson, City Administrator 

Suzanne Lindgren, Treasurer/ Assistant Clerk 

Tom Boesel,  Public Works 651-755-2197 

Rob Powell, Public Works  

Maintenance Shop 651-433-5492 

 

 

2 0 2 6  C I T Y  C O U N C I L ,  P L A N N I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  A N D  S TA F F  
m a r i n e o n s t c r o i x . o r g  

 

Marine on St Croix|121 Judd Street | P.O. Box 250 | Marine On St Croix MN 55047 

Phone: 651-433-3636   Email: mosc@cityofmarine.org 

Planning Commission 

Chair: Kristina Smitten 

       Vice Chair: Julie Warren           

       Tim Casey Lisa White                 

        Julie Warren Ryan Marsel 

         Scott Iwen 
 

Meetings are last Tuesday of each month, 7 p.m. at the Hall 

 

Get the newsletter 
via email: 

 

Save paper and reduce costs. 
To get the newsletter 
electronically, email Assistant City Clerk  
Suzanne Lindgren: asstclerk@cityofmarine.org  

The newsletter is also available online: 
www.marineonstcroix.org  

mailto:asstclerk@cityofmarine.org

