CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Tuesday, September 29, 2020 - 7:30pm
Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Present: Chairman Gerry Mrosla, Commissioners Spisak, Henry, Smitten, Sanderson, Hagstrom.

Citizens present: Nancy Cosgriff, Councilman Bill Miller, Wendy Ward, Mayor Glen Mills, Juli
Hagstrom, Larry Martin.

Chairman Mrosla called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m., noting that he would like to keep the
meeting short so people can watch the presidential debates, and the commission can hold a
workshop in October. He requested that the assistant clerk send out a Doodle poll.

Mrosla reported that he felt ready to reach out for professional help on some of the coding
matters. Commissioner Smitten expressed support, adding that the last couple years have
included the comp plan, short term rentals, review of the zoning code, and statewide changes to
rules, stretching the expertise of commissioners. Having a professional planner would save time
and potentially attorney fees. It would also help reduce the weight on staff time and help prevent
planning commission burnout. If the commission did work with some type of consultant,
requests to do so would go through a process with the council. Mrosla mentioned that there
might be opportunities for cost recovery paid by applicants. Commissioner Spisak noted that
there is language in the code supporting that, and that a deposit could be submitted with the
application. He added that it has become apparent on the cell tower issue that the commission
should work with professionals familiar with the regulations. Mrosla offered to take the idea to
council, noting that the city doesn’t need a full-time planner, but a consultant to help in specific
areas.

Wireless Communications Ordinance progress update

Commissioners Spisak, Smitten and Sanderson have been working on a new Wireless
Communications Ordinance that would allow updated technology to be implemented in the city.
The current ordinance restricts height, limiting opportunities for 3G and 4G. Spisak has been
talking with experts on cell tower ordinances and implementation. Their advice is that the
ordinance would be more easily adopted and implemented by using a template customized to
meet the city’s requirements, and using any proposals the city has already received. Spisak has
asked for a template. Then the commission can tweak it and send it back for review. They
frequently review proposals by tower developers and can help negotiate the terms of the
agreement. The city would get the ordinance in place, vetted and capable of withstanding
challenges, in light of considerations such as Federal Communication Commission regulations
superseding local regulations.
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Mrosla agreed that working with professionals would move the matter along faster. Smitten is
reviewing regulations in nearby municipalities, and noted that because the city is dealing with
technology and companies, having a technical expert explain what code parameters are expected
and realistic would be helpful.

Zoning Code updates

Regarding Dark Skies, there was some discussion about how to approach requests from the
community in updating the zoning code. Commissioner Smitten, Councilman Miller, and others
discussed the process regarding what direction needs to come from council.

Approval of minutes

August 25 regular meeting

Spisak asked that “variance request” be added to the title for the public hearing, and where it
says “grading, tree removal ...” add “other” before “variances.” Change “staff” to “planning
commission” recommends approval as drafted with the zoning district correction.

Spisak moved and Smitten seconded approval of the minutes of the August 25 meeting as
amended. Roll call vote: Mrosla — Aye; Spisak — Aye; Smitten — Aye; Hagstrom — Abstain; Henry
— Aye; Sanderson — Abstain. Minutes approved as amended.

Adjournment
Spisak moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn at 7:56 pm. Roll call vote: Mrosla — Aye;

Sanderson — Aye; Spisak — Aye; Henry — Aye; Hagstrom — Aye; Smitten — Aye. Motion passed
unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk.
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