CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Tuesday, September 28, 2021 - 7:30pm
121 Judd Street with Option to Attend Remotely

Present: Chair Gerry Mrosla, Commissioners Kristina Smitten, Tim Casey, Jennifer Henry, Anna
Hagstrom, Ed Sanderson (7:45 pm)

Absent: None.

Citizens present: Lon Pardun, Jane Kennedy, Jeff Comins, Sebastian Corby, Wendy Ward, Mary
Uppgren, David Drysdale, Peter Curtis

Chairman Mrosla called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Preapplication — 760 Judd — VVariance Request

Jane Kennedy was in attendance to explain her interest in a variance to build an accessory
structure on a lot without a primary structure. Kennedy owns two acres broken into one-acre
adjacent parcels in the St. Croix Urban Residential District. They have separate property 1D
numbers and Washington County will not allow her to combine them because a platted alley runs
between the two properties. She would like to put a screen house on the acre adjacent to Judd.
Technically it would be on a different parcel than the primary structure, a summer cabin with a
bunk house. Visually it appears as a single property.

Commissioner Smitten asked if it would have footings. Kennedy thought not. Smitten asked if it
could be considered temporary and moveable. Smitten also noted that the alley was clearly not
being used as an alley, and perhaps an easement would be a way around that. Smitten said she
and Spisak had investigated whether the property was suitable for a primary structure and found
it wasn’t, due to lack of space for septic. Mrosla asked whether they could build it on the lot with
the house. Kennedy said that was all wetland. The place they’re proposing to build is the only
place possible on the property.

Chair Mrosla advised Kennedy to ask the council to vacate the alley. Mrosla and Smitten said
they would continue to try to think of ways to accommodate the request, but didn’t think a
variance would be possible.

Preapplication — 871 Judd — Conditional Use Permit Request

Architect Peter Curtis and homeowners Mary Uppgren and David Drysdale were in attendance to
explain their interest in a CUP for a bathroom in a garage in the St. Croix Urban Residential
District. Mrosla and Sanderson volunteered to work with them on the CUP process.

Set Public Hearing — 360 Robert St. — Variance Request
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Sebastian Corby was in attendance. Mrosla noted that two commissioners had visited the
property and it was now time to set the public hearing.

Casey moved and Henry seconded to set the public hearing October 26" for Planning Case

102621-01, a variance to construct a single-family home on a non-conforming lot at 360 Robert
Street. Motion approved unanimously.

New and Old Business

» Liaisons for Council-Appointed Committees

Explaining a memo she had sent to council, Commissioner Henry said she believes council
members should act as liaisons between council-appointed committees, planning commission,
and council. Mrosla asked Councilman Pardun whether they should discuss this topic at the
upcoming Council-Commission workshop. Pardun said yes, and discuss processes for planning
commission projects: what has worked, what hasn’t, what could be done differently? Sanderson
added that the planning commission interpreted the wireless ordinance differently than the
citizen committee, and asked how roles could be more clearly delineated.

» Historic Preservation Planning — Councilmember Wendy Ward

Councilmember Ward explained that she was proposing an idea for consideration. She has
proposed a budget line item for historic preservation planning and would like to see a historic
preservation committee under the planning commission. She noted that people had suggested
funneling this work through the Civic Club or Restoration Society, but in her view the club and
society were focused on things other than cultural heritage issues. Ward offered to be the liaison
and lead. She thinks this is important to the town and visitors. Mrosla noted that this role was
already under the planning commission’s role. Ward pointed out that it’s not really being acted
on, and she’d like to talk about it at the workshop.

» Wetland Setbacks

Councilmember Ward had another item relating to zoning: establishing a stronger local wetland
setback ordinance. We rely on the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District to guide us for
most of our water-based zoning regulations. She’d like the commission to look into a wetland
buffer ordinance. Houses are being built near wetlands, and she thinks there is a loophole
because watershed district rules are only triggered in a subdivision of property. She suggested
looking to May Township for models.

Smitten said wetlands are in the commission’s list / memo (item 9 “Definitions review”) but
could be adjusted to have a greater level of detail. The level of priority for the project would be
up to the council. Casey wondered where wetland definitions came from. Smitten said the
watershed district and county conservation district, and Ward is asking the city to create its own.
Ward noted that the county asked for 100-foot setbacks, but again they’re only triggered in a
subdivision.

Approval of August Minutes
Assistant Clerk Suzanne Lindgren Dammann noted that the meeting was called to order by
Acting Chair Smitten, not Chair Mrosla as the draft minutes stated. Smitten added that she had
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requested two members “to be assigned to” the 360 Robert Street variance, not “for a site visit”
as the minutes said. Hagstrom asked for clarification on the record regarding septic but did not
request a change.

Smitten moved and Sanderson seconded to approve the August 31 minutes as amended. Motion
passed unanimously.

Adjournment

Henry moved and Sanderson seconded to adjourn at 8:14 pm. Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk.
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