CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 - 7:30pm
121 Judd Street with Option to Attend Remotely

Present: Chair Gerry Mrosla, Commissioners Scott Spisak, Tim Casey, Anna Hagstrom, Jennifer
Henry, Ed Sanderson, Kristina Smitten (Zoom)

Absent: None

Citizens present: Council member Lon Pardun, Mary Uppgren and David Drysdale, Kitsi, John
Goodfellow, Jim Maher

Chair Mrosla called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm and welcomed returning commissioner Scott
Spisak. He opened the public hearing at 7:35 pm.

Public Hearing: 871 Judd St. — Conditional Use Permit for an accessory apartment
Applicants Mary Uppgren and David Drysdale were in attendance. The commission had
previously received a letter of support for the CUP from a neighbor, Robin Brooksbank.

Commissioner Sanderson reviewed the Facts & Findings, and noted that the DNR had recently
submitted feedback to the city on its zoning code noting that accessory apartments are not
allowed at the state level.

Mrosla agreed that there is a discrepancy in the code, but noted that the DNR had not submitted
comment on this specific proposal and that the city attorney had advised the city that it is obliged
to administer its ordinance as written, and in keeping with past practice.

Smitten noted that to stay consistent with past practice they could place conditions allowing only
the bathroom, not a kitchen.

Discussion followed as to whether this case should be addressed as an accessory apartment or a
bathroom in an accessory structure. Per the code, only accessory apartments are allowed as a
conditional use in the St. Croix Urban Residential District.

Chair Mrosla opened the hearing for public comment.
Mary Uppgren asked for details on the CUP process gong forward and the commission answered
her questions.

Scott Spisak noted that the other zoning districts do require showing plans for a sewer hookup as
part of the CUP application.

Mrosla closed the public hearing at 7:54 pm.
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Sanderson moved to recommend approval of the conditional use permit for a bathroom in an
accessory building at 871 Judd St. subject to the conditions set forth in Section 506.5(5) in the
code. Those are:

“Use of an accessory structure for residential purposes where there is a sewer

hook-up provided that:

“(a) The facility is used by the occupants of the principal structure as an

extension of their residential use of that structure.

“(b) The facility does not contain both bathroom and kitchen facilities.

“(c) The facility is located in a permanent structure.

“(d) The facility is not sold or rented separately from the principal structure.”

Spisak seconded.

Motion approved unanimously.

Discuss DNR Feedback on Zoning Code
Mrosla noted that the DNR had left extensive feedback on the city’s zoning code. The
commission plans to start work on changes in January.

Discuss PC Work Plan
The commission will discuss the work plan in January.

New and Old Business
1. Special Events Permit Drafts

Mrosla noted that Councilman Anderson is working on a special event permitting process for

the city, and is hoping for feedback from commissioners on early drafts. The commission
will not be officially involved in the policy-making process.

2. Commissioner Terms
The commission agreed on the following terms for commissioners.
Henry and Hagstrom - 2022
Casey, Sanderson - 2023
Spisak, Smitten, Mrosla - 2024

3. Cemetery Extension
Commissioner Smitten suggested letting the council know the commission is willing to add
cemetery planning to its work plan if needed, as it is a land use item.

4. City Budget
Smitten encouraged commissioners to look at the city’s proposed budget. There is $5,000
earmarked for comp plan / consulting. Smitten suggested researching what actual costs of
working with consultants might be. It would be helpful to know whether the $5,000 includes

the 5G design guidelines. Smitten will ask the council to address that at the Truth in Taxation

meeting. Sanderson noted that $5,000 would go pretty quickly unless the task was well
defined. Spisak added that, looking over the DNR comments, it would be helpful to have
professional expertise on what was mandatory and what wasn’t.
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5. Mrosla asked for a volunteer to address the city council at the Dec. 9 meeting.
Spisak will do it.

6. John Goodfellow spoke about the Short-Term Rental Ordinance, saying it had been in place
for over a year and would be appropriate to open it again for review, at the council’s
discretion. He also noted the Forest Advisory Committee could help the commission with
upcoming code revisions regarding trees. Spisak noted the DNR had commented on trees too.

Approval of October Minutes

Sanderson moved and Casey seconded to approve the October 26 minutes as drafted. Motion
passed unanimously. Commissioner Spisak abstained, this being his first meeting upon being
reappointed to the commission.

Adjournment

Spisak moved and Hagstrom seconded to adjourn at 8:12 pm. Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk.
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