CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Tuesday, September 26, 2023 - 7:30pm
121 Judd Street

Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Gerry Mrosla, Jennifer Henry, Ed Sanderson, Tim
Casey (arrived 7:39 pm, did not vote on agenda or minutes)

Absent: Commissioners Anna Hagstrom and Kristina Smitten
Citizens Present: Beth Richmond (HKG1)

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm.

Approval of Agenda
Mrosla moved to approve the agenda. Sanderson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Approval of Minutes

August 29 Regular Meeting

Henry moved to approve the minutes of the August 29 City of Marine on St. Croix Planning
Commission meeting as drafted. Mrosla seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

Zoning Code
e Code Revisions
Planner Beth Richmond asked the Commission for clarifications in sections 600 and 700.

o Lighting: The Commission would like to look at stronger language, including
Dark Sky type regulations.

o Miscellaneous Nuisances: Richmond recommended moving these to the City
Code. The Commission agreed. Richmond will create a list of items to propose
moving to the code.

o Parking: Richmond explored the idea of combining regulations for Access
Drives and Driveways. The Commission is open to the idea but suggested double
checking with the City Clerk first.

o Signage: The Commission would like language added requiring a permit for
permanent (business) signs.

o Also Discussed: Screening, Landscaping, Wetland Preservation

e Riverway Regulations
Richmond reported that she and City Attorney Snyder met with Matt Bauman and Dan
Scollan of the DNR in September to discuss the Planning Commission’s concerns about
substandard structures. While the DNR understands the City’s concerns, the requirements
in MN Rules 6105.0370 explicitly state that any replacement of a substandard structure
would need to comply with the dimensional standards of the riverway regulations.
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Richmond and Spisak will reach out to Snyder to confirm that the best course of action is
changing the code language to match state rules, then pursuing a change to the state
legislation to exempt the Marine Landing site from this requirement.

Lot Size Analysis — Septic Maps
Councilman Pardun is working with public works to update information, and expects it to be
ready by next month.

New Business

Coordination on Regulation with Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed District

The Watershed District is requesting that Marine bring its codes into closer alignment with their
regulations. Based on a conversation with CMSCWD Administrator Mike Isensee, Spisak said
the Commission should continue with its zoning revisions and consider the watershed’s request
on a separate timeline. Sanderson suggested that it could dovetail with the lot size analysis.

October Meeting Date

Spisak moved to change the date of the October Planning Commission meeting from the last
Tuesday of the month, October 31, to the fourth Tuesday, October 24. Mrosla seconded. Motion
carried unanimously.

Chair Comments

Spisak reported that City Council may ask the Planning Commission to revise Section 407:
Home Occupations, because people are holding special events in residential districts that may be
interpreted as commercial activity. Council is still deciding the best course of action.

Adjournment
Mrosla moved and Casey seconded to adjourn at 9:16 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk
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