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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, May 28, 2024 – 7:00 pm 

121 Judd Street 
 
Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Tim Casey, Lisa White, Gerry Mrosla, Jennifer 

Henry, Kristina Smitten, Anna Hagstrom 
Absent: None  
Citizens Present: Mike Koch. Remote: Chloe Raimey, Beth Richmond (HKGi). 

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Casey moved to approve the agenda as drafted. Henry seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Review of Minutes 
Henry moved and White seconded to approve the minutes of the April 30 regular meeting. 
Motion approved unanimously. 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) & Variance Proposals 

Application for a CUP at 146 Kingfisher Ln. (SFR)  
– Accessory structure on a lot without a principal structure 
The applicants representing Jackson Meadow Neighborhood Association, Eric Doyle and Chloe 
Raimey, came before the Commission in February for a preapplication meeting. The application 
is now complete. Spisak noted that because he, Smitten, and Mrosla live in Jackson Meadow, 
they would recuse themselves from all votes related to the application. 

Commissioner Casey moved to set the public hearing for the CUP application for 7pm, June 25, 
and accepted a friendly amendment to include the property address, 146 Kingfisher Lane. Henry 
seconded. Roll call vote: White – yes; Casey – yes; Henry – yes; Spisak – abstain; Mrosla – 
abstain; Hagstrom – yes; Smitten – abstain. Motion carried. 

Application for a CUP at 18247 St. Croix Trl. (SC-UR) – driveway longer than 200 feet 
Commissioner Mrosla moved to set a public hearing for a CUP for a driveway longer than 200 
feet at 18247 St. Croix Trail for June 25, immediately following the preceding hearing. 
Hagstrom seconded. Approved unanimously.  

Spisak requested that the City’s engineer review the plans and report back prior to the hearing. 

Old Business  
Comp Plan amendments (Riverway and Future Land Use Map) 
Spisak moved to set a public hearing for June 25, immediately following the two preceding 
hearings, to consider comprehensive plan amendments for the preservation of historic 
substandard structures in the Riverway, and future land use map corrections in the Rosabelle St. 
area. White seconded. Approved unanimously. 
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New Business 
Cannabis/Hemp 
The Minnesota Legislature legalized adult-use cannabis in May 2023, with retail sales on hold 
until regulations and licensing are in place, expected January 2025.  

In April 2023, the City of Marine adopted a 12-month moratorium on THC products (expired 
April 13, 2024). In March 2024, the City placed a moratorium on cannabis sales and commercial 
cultivation (expires Jan. 1, 2025), and a 12-month moratorium on agricultural buildings (exp. 
March 14, 2025). In May 2024, the City amended the March moratorium to allow established, 
lawful cannabis farms to continue operation during the moratorium while prohibiting new 
cultivation, including hemp. Council also set a new moratorium on agricultural uses in the Lower 
St. Croix districts, including industrial hemp (expires May 9, 2025). 

Regarding retail operations as related to zoning, HKGi recommends the City wait for model 
ordinances from the Office of Cannabis Management, expected in July or August.  

Regarding agricultural uses, during the next year, the City will study the following questions: 

1. How should “agriculture” be defined? 
2. What are the current or potential impacts of agricultural uses on surrounding properties? 
3. How do ag uses meet or not meet the purpose and intent of the Lower St. Croix District? 
4. Should ag uses be allowed in the SC-RR and SC-UR districts? If so, how (principal vs. 

accessory, permitted vs. conditional)? 
5. If ag uses are allowed, what standards, if any are appropriate? Current standards are 

primarily focused on animal keeping. 

HKGi recommends revisiting the topics together in late summer. Assistant clerk will circulate a 
timeline for completing the cannabis ordinance by year end. 

Commissioner Email Accounts and Legal Protections 
The Commission came to a consensus that they would prefer assigned, city-owned email 
accounts, rather than using their own. The chair will follow up with the clerk. 
June 24 St. Croix River Zoning and Regulations Cruise 
Commissioners will decide by end-of-business Thursday whether they wish to attend. 
Assistant Clerk – insights from Clerks Institute 
Chair Comments 
Chair Spisak reminded commissioners that, when approached by residents with zoning or 
planning questions, to have them direct inquiries through the City Clerk. 
Adjournment 
Mrosla moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn at 8:03 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk 
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