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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, July 30, 2024 – 7:00 pm 

121 Judd Street 
 
Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Gerry Mrosla, Tim Casey, Lisa White, Kristina 

Smitten, Jennifer Henry 
Absent: Anna Hagstrom 
Citizens Present: Andrea Rehm (Washington Co.) Connor Schaefer (Washington Co.) Fran 

Miron (Washington Co.) Fred Remund, Julie Warren, Beth Richmond (HKGi). Zoom: 
Joshua Rutherford, John Hoffman, Rachel Hoffman. 

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Spisak moved to amend the agenda, moving the Glacial Hills Regional Trail discussion to the 
beginning of the meeting and adding a comprehensive plan update under Old Business. Casey 
seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Review of Minutes 
White moved and Smitten seconded to approve the June 25, 2024 meeting minutes. Motion 
approved unanimously. 

New Business 
Glacial Hills Regional Trail Long Range Plan – Presentation 
County planners Andrea Rehm and Connor Schaefer presented plans for a future multi-use trail 
between Hugo and Marine. In opening remarks, County Board Commissioner Fran Miron noted 
that the trail fulfills the county’s goals to offer opportunities for lifelong fitness and movement.  
The public engagement process has revealed a desire for off-road trails connecting to natural 
areas, with loop opportunities and areas for rest and shade. The ideal route runs along the current 
Canadian National Railway line, which isn’t available. However, the county hopes to approve 
the plan so it can make an offer if the opportunity arises. In the meantime, plans will proceed 
along an alternate route, with the trail entering Marine via County Road 4. Options for moving 
cycle and pedestrian traffic through the tunnel include shared lanes or an added, smaller tunnel.  
Construction isn’t expected for 10-20 years. As plans develop, trailhead markers and 
improvements (kiosks, benches, bike fix-it stations) can be considered collaboratively between 
Marine and Washington County. These amenities may be eligible for county funding. Marine 
residents currently involved in planning include Cecily Harris, who sits on the Metropolitan 
Council’s Parks and Open Space Commission, and Councilmember Wendy Ward.  
In the coming months, the county will seek a statement of support from the City of Marine. If the 
plan is approved, municipalities will be expected to update their comprehensive plans during the 
next regular update. Commissioner Smitten noted concerns about cyclists, especially children, 
being able to slow and stop on the downhill approach to the intersection of Broadway and 
Highway 95.   
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Old Business 
Application for an interim use permit (IUP) at 491 Maple St. 
The updated zoning code requires an IUP to park large commercial vehicles outdoors on a 
residential property (Section 304. General Yard Requirements). Bill Ries, a school bus driver, 
has applied to park a bus on his property, a use that pre-dates the code change. Because this is a 
new process for the Commission, Chair Spisak requested that the planner and zoning 
administrator review the facts and findings report before the public hearing. 
Commissioner Mrosla moved to set the public hearing for a commercial vehicle IUP for August 
27, 7pm. Seconded by White. Carried unanimously. 

Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Guidelines 
Planner Beth Richmond guided a discussion about which zoning districts to allow cannabis-
related uses in. Commission came to consensus on the following: 

• Outdoor Cultivation: Agricultural, allowed as a conditional use in districts agriculture is 
conditional in today (SFR, SFU, SC-RR, SC-UR). 

• Indoor Cultivation: Permitted use in the Light Industrial district. 
• Manufacturing/ Processing/Extraction: Permitted use in the Light Industrial district. 
• Wholesale: Permitted use in the Light Industrial district. 
• Retail: Conditional or interim use in the St. Croix-Village Center District. Permitted use 

in Light Industrial. Because buffers would make retail practically infeasible in the SC-VC 
District, Commission leaned away from buffers and toward conditional or interim use. 

• Transportation: Permitted use in the Light Industrial district. 
• Delivery: Permitted use in the Light Industrial district. 
• Events: Commission requests input from public safety Council liaisons (Anderson/ 

Miller). Tentatively plan to permit as governed by City Code Ch. 26 – Special Events. 
Public engagement and education: Staff will draft a one-page fact sheet including what elements 
cities have authority to regulate vs. what the state is mandating. For example, Marine can’t ban 
cannabis retail and must allow the various uses. 
Next steps: Work through the model ordinance at the August meeting, request a workshop with 
Council in September, work toward finalizing a draft ordinance in October to post for public 
review. Hold public hearing November 26 and send to Council for December 12 meeting. 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments – Update 
City Council approved the amendments July 11. Ms. Richmond submitted the amendments to 
Met Council for administrative review and expects to hear back within 15 days. 

Chair Comments 
None. 

Adjournment 
Mrosla moved and Smitten seconded to adjourn at 9:00 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 
Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk 
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