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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, August 27, 2024 – 7:00 pm 

121 Judd Street 
 
Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Gerry Mrosla, Lisa White, Tim Casey, Anna 

Hagstrom, Kristina Smitten, Jennifer Henry 
Absent: None 
Citizens Present: Glen Mills, Andy Lapos, Bill Ries, Beth Richmond (HKGi), Julie Warren 

(remote) 

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Mrosla moved to approve the agenda. Smitten seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Review of Minutes 
Mrosla moved and Casey seconded to approve the July 30, 2024 meeting minutes. Consensus to 
amend the section regarding the Glacial Hills Regional Trial, ending Commissioner Smitten’s 
statement after “Highway 95.”  In favor as amended: Mrosla, White, Casey, Smitten, Henry, 
Spisak; Hagstrom abstained. Motion approved. 

Old Business 
Public Hearing for Interim Use Permit (IUP): Commercial Vehicle Parking 
491 Maple – Bill Ries 
Chair Spisak introduced the permit request, noting that it would memorialize a resident’s existing 
use parking a school bus on their property. Commissioner Hagstrom reviewed facts, findings, 
and proposed conditions. The applicant had no initial comments. 
Spisak opened the hearing at 7:08 pm.  
Andy Lapos commented that property lines in Marine are often “difficult” and “questionable,” 
and there had been issues with the applicant encroaching on his in-law’s property in the past. He 
and his in-laws are concerned about liability if the bus is ever parked on their property without 
permission and they would like to know more about how the permit could be revoked if violated. 
No further verbal comments. Written comments received in advance of the hearing are attached 
to the minutes. 
Spisak closed the hearing at 7:10 pm.  
The Commission reached a consensus to amend the second condition to read, “2) The vehicle 
shall be parked on the existing driveway in the approximate location identified on the attached 
map and shall be parked no closer than 5 feet to the property line.” Chair Spisak also shared 
information about how the permit can and will be revoked if the conditions are not met. 
Henry moved to recommend approval of Case Number 240827-01 as amended to move forward 
to the City Council. White seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Guidelines 
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Planner Beth Richmond guided a discussion of options in the Office of Cannabis Management’s 
model ordinance. Planning Commission reached consensus on the following: 

• Include language for municipal cannabis store: Confer with Council at the Sept. 23 
workshop. Hagstrom noted that the City doesn’t have an analogous liquor store. If 
desired in the future, this language could be added to the zoning code via amendment.  

• Delegate registration and compliance checks to Washington County: Yes.  
Commissioner Hagstrom noted that this will save the City costs and offer additional 
protection if there are issues. 

• Maximum number of licenses: Confer with Council at the September workshop. 
Smitten added that the City may want to consider consistency with liquor licensing. 

• Hours of operation: Confer with Council at the workshop. The City’s hours for off-sale 
liquor end at 10pm. White noted that Council and Commission should also consider on-
sale cannabis hours, as microbusiness may offer onsite consumption. 

• Signs: Use Zoning Code, “Division 700: Signage,” for simplicity and clarity. 
• Allow on-site consumption at temporary cannabis events: Commission suggests 

following City Code, “Chapter 26: Special Events,” and would like to discuss with 
Council whether changes to the chapter are needed. As an analogy, Hagstrom noted that 
insurance is required to serve alcohol at events, either held by the organizer or a caterer. 

• Different standards for lower-potency hemp edibles: Confer with Council at the Sept. 
23 workshop. Hagstrom said the difference might be akin to regular beer versus 3.2 beer. 

Ms. Richmond will start work on a draft ordinance. The Commission also reviewed a cannabis 
fact sheet and, with the requested revisions, instructed staff to post it on the City’s website. 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments – Update 
Ms. Richmond told commissioners the Metropolitan Council had determined that the proposed 
amendment could not be approved administratively and would have to go before the full Met 
Council for approval. This is because the change to the Future Land Use map would create a 
potential density higher than 4 units per 40 acres, which is inconsistent with Marine’s 
designation as Diversified Rural. Thus, the change is inconsistent with Met Council policies.  
The Met Council can approve an “inconsistent” comp plan. However, the City would no longer 
be eligible for Livable Communities grants and, if Marine pursues Met Council grant funding for 
the 2050 Comp Plan cycle, any plans developed with those funds would need to come into 
conformance with Met Council policies. Updates deemed inconsistent must be reviewed by the 
full Met Council. Per Ms. Richmond, the sector rep is not concerned about it passing, but the 
process will lengthen the timeline for approval.  
New Business 
Chair Comments 
Chair Spisak thanked Commissioners for their service and for refraining from commenting on 
divisive local issues via social media, even if inaccurate information is posted about the City. 
Adjournment 
Smitten moved and Hagstrom seconded to adjourn at 8:24 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk 


	CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX PLANNING COMMISSION

