CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

Tuesday, September 24, 2024 — 7:00 pm
121 Judd Street

Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Gerry Mrosla, Tim Casey, Lisa White, Anna
Hagstrom, Jennifer Henry

Absent: Commissioner Kristina Smitten

Citizens Present: Julie Warren, Stan Prinsen, Lily Prinsen, Lu Prinsen, Beth Richmond (HKGi),

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Approval of Agenda
Hagstrom moved to approve the agenda. Mrosla seconded. Motion approved unanimously.

Review of Minutes
Mrosla moved, White seconded approval of the August 27, 2024, meeting minutes as drafted.
Motion approved unanimously.

Old Business

Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Guidelines

Planning Commission received guidance from City Council on several items of relevance during
a workshop the previous evening. Ms. Richmond is now working to complete draft language,
including additional research on temporary cannabis events and low-potency hemp edibles. Chair
Spisak noted and Ms. Richmond agreed that the City may want to regulate hemp-derived THC
separately from cannabis to avoid unintended consequences. Where additional information is
needed, Chair Spisak would like to see it gathered by early- to mid-October so that Planning
Commission can review a draft ordinance at its October 29 meeting. DNR will accept a review
draft before that date with the understanding that it may be adjusted after that meeting.

Comprehensive Plan Amendments — Update

Ms. Richmond reported that the comp plan amendment will go before the full Metropolitan
Council on October 23. Commissioner Casey noted that he found inconsistencies in the comp
plan during a recent review. The assistant clerk will follow up with him to document them, with
the intent to address them next year or during the upcoming comp plan update. Ms. Richmond
noted that the Met Council’s draft forecasts for the 2050 plan, “Imagine 2050,” are available for
review and comment.

New Business

Preapplication: Two Variances — Tanglewood Ln.

Christopher “Stan” Prinsen and his family are seeking two variances for an undeveloped lot. One
is to build the principal structure beyond the maximum front yard setback, the other to build a
detached accessory building (garage) in front of the house. According to Mr. Prinsen, this
specific arrangement is needed to fit both the house and garage on the relatively flat area of the
property, which is surrounded by steep slopes. He noted that the garage is designed to be visually
similar to the house, so that from the road it does not appear conspicuously out of alignment with
the code.
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Commissioners Smitten and White will visit the site and work with the Mr. Prinsen on any
application-related questions. Commissioner Hagstrom noted that most variance requests for
front yard setbacks are to build nearer to the road than the minimum setback, rather than beyond
the maximum setback.

Discuss Review Process: Potential Purchase of Mill Site Parcel

The Mill Site Property Advisory Committee recommended to Council on Sept. 12 that the City
acquire a small parcel within the larger Mill Site property. According to the City Code Chapter 2,
Planning Commission is obliged to review and comment on all proposed public acquisitions or
disposal of real property within the city. Commissioner Casey expressed the opinion that the
review is redundant, as the advisory committee had already researched the comp plan to ensure
that the purchase fits with the City’s long-term vision. Commissioner Hagstrom likened the
secondary review to due diligence. Chair Spisak emphasized that the Commission’s review
should be distinct and separate from any work done previously by the advisory committee.
Commissioner Hagstrom will lead the review and Commissioner Henry will help. Their goal is
to have a report ready for the October 29 meeting.

Chair Comments
None.

Adjournment
Hagstrom moved and Mrosla seconded to adjourn at 7:50 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk
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