CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX
PLANNING COMMISSION

MINUTES

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 — 7:00 pm
121 Judd Street

Present: Chair Anna Hagstrom, Commissioners Kristina Smitten, Tim Casey, Lisa White, Julie
Warren, Claudia Carr

Absent: Commissioner Jennifer Henry

Citizens Present: Glen Mills, Gwen Roden, Rita Trapp (HKGi)

Chair Hagstrom called the workshop to order at 7:00 pm.

Approval of Agenda
Carr moved to approve the agenda. White seconded. Motion approved unanimously.

Honoring Former Chair Scott Spisak

Hagstrom and Smitten led the Commission in thanking Spisak on behalf of the City, making note
of his respectful, effective leadership. Spisak in turn thanked present and past commissioners
including the late Jack Warren, City staff including planners, Council, and Marine residents for
supporting the Commission.

Review of Minutes

White moved, Smitten seconded, approval of the Tuesday, November 26, 2024, meeting minutes.
Motion passed unanimously. Smitten moved, White seconded, approval of the Tuesday,
December 18, 2024, workshop minutes. Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

Agriculture in Riverway Districts

Chair Hagstrom reviewed the Commission’s timeline: The agricultural moratorium expires in
May. To have revisions ready for Council approval at the May 8 meeting, the Commission
would need to hold a public hearing in late April. Continuing that line of thought, the
Commission will aim to approve draft amendments in March.

Planner Rita Trapp sought direction on the content of the amendments. The Commission was in
consensus that greater clarity is needed allowing homestead activity and seasonal produce stands
while limiting commercial-scale agriculture to appropriate areas. Other areas that could benefit
from greater specificity are indoor cultivation and greenhouses. Additionally, Councilmember
Anderson had asked planning staff to include language reinforcing gardening as a permitted use
in all districts. Ms. Trapp will research and propose amendments.

The Commission was in consensus to change the definition of Seasonal Produce Stand to, “A
temporary open-air stand or place for the seasonal selling of agricultural produce grown on the
premises.” Given the clarified definition, the Commission would like the draft amendments to
allow seasonal produce stands as permitted with standards in all residential districts. Currently,
the stands are permitted with standards in SC-RR and conditional in SFR.
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There was also a consensus to permit chickens (with standards) in all residential districts.
Commissioner Warren suggested increasing the number of hens allowed on lots under ' acre
from five to six. This is a change Council would need to make in the City Code. Regarding
livestock, Smitten volunteered to research acreage needs per animal and report back to the
Commission. Ms. Trapp will bring forward beekeeping language for consideration as well. If the
topic proves too complicated to complete on deadline, it can be addressed in the future.

Several of the City’s agricultural-related uses have use-specific standards to mitigate impacts on
surrounding properties. Chair Hagstrom invited any interested commissioners to delve into the
standards for Home Occupations as they relate to agriculture and, if possible, ticketed events.

Legislative Protections in Historic Riverway Districts
Because this process will require close partnership with Council, commissioners reached a
consensus to discuss at the Feb. 4 joint workshop.

New Business

Chair Comments

Hagstrom welcomed new commissioners Julie Warren and Claudia Carr. She also noted that
commissioners now have cityofmarine.org email addresses and requested that communication be
conducted through those addresses going forward.

Hagstrom announced that she and Vice Chair Smitten plan to hold monthly office hours during
which members of the public can drop by with questions or concerns. These will be held the
second Monday of the month from 3:30-4:30pm at 121 Judd St.

Commissioners listed agenda topics for the Feb. 4 Council-Commission workshop.

Adjournment
White moved and Casey seconded to adjourn at 8:43 pm. Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes taken by Suzanne Lindgren, Assistant City Clerk
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