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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 24, 2025 – 7:00 pm 

121 Judd Street 
 
Present: Vice Chair Kristina Smitten, Commissioners Tim Casey, Lisa White, Julie Warren, 

Claudia Carr, Jennifer Henry. 
Absent: Chair Anna Hagstrom. 
Citizens Present: Lisa Hast.  

Vice Chair Smitten called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Approval of Agenda 
Carr moved to approve the agenda. Warren seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 
Carr moved to approve the minutes of May 27, 2025. White seconded. Motion approved 
unanimously. 

New Business 

None. 

Old Business  

Public Hearing: Conditional Use Permit for a Bathroom in Accessory Structure at 300 Nason 
Hill Rd. (SFR District) 

Vice Chair Smitten opened the public hearing at 7:02 pm. No residents were in attendance other 
than the applicant, Lisa Hast, nor had any residents submitted written comments in advance. 
Smitten closed the hearing at 7:03 pm. 

Commissioner Henry reported that she and Commissioner Casey had visited the site, submitted a 
report of facts and findings, and are recommending approval of the CUP. The Commission made 
two revisions to the report.  

1. Under “Summary:” Add “Rd.” so the sentence reads, “not visible from Nason Hill Rd.” 
2. Under “Recommendation” subparagraph “a.”: Strike “either” and replace with “both” so 

the sentence reads, “The accessory building shall not contain both a bathroom and 
kitchen facilities.” 

Henry moved to recommend approval of the Conditional Use Permit for a Bathroom in 
Accessory Structure at 300 Nason Hill Rd. as amended. Carr seconded. Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 

Legislative Protections for Buildings in Historic Riverway Districts 
The Commission is pursuing legislative protections so that, in the event that Marine's 
“substandard” landmark buildings in the river district were ever destroyed (fire, flood, tornado), 
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they could be rebuilt where they currently stand. Some, including the Marine Landing, are within 
the high-water setback. Others, like Village Hall, are within the bluffline setback. There is a 
possibility that property owners could get variances to rebuild on current footprints, but the 
outcome wouldn't be guaranteed. Planning Commission is interested in pursuing state-level 
revisions to encode protections for historic buildings into law. Hagstrom, Smitten, Casey, and the 
City’s planners are working on a plan to pursue the changes administratively, if possible. 

 
Lot Area Requirements 
The City’s planners advised Henry and Smitten to research Council input on the sewer study. 
The assistant clerk will connect the Commissioners and Council liaisons. 
 
Solar 
The Commission discussed current regulations. White pointed out that no special review is 
required for ground-mounted arrays outside of the River Overlay districts and wondered whether 
that was a cause for concern. Warren suggested looking into a limit on height and requiring a 
permit beyond that. Smitten asked for a volunteer to research ground mounted systems, and 
potential implications for neighbors. White will research the topic.  
 
Zoning Code Errata Corrections 
The assistant clerk and planner are assembling a list of suggested code corrections. 

Chair Comments 
Casey would like to update the Commission on activities of the Marine Multi-Generational 
Education District Advisory Committee during the August meeting. 

Adjournment 
White moved and Henry seconded to adjourn at 7:28 pm. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes taken by Suzanne Lindgren, Treasurer / Assistant City Clerk 
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