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CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 – 7:00 pm 
121 Judd Street 

 
Present: Vice Chair Kristina Smitten, Commissioners Lisa White, Tim Casey, Claudia Carr, 

Julie Warren 
 
Absent: Jennifer Henry, Anna Hagstrom 
. 
Citizens Present: Beth Richmond (HKGI). 

Vice Chair Smitten called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

Approval of Agenda. 

Casey moved to approve the agenda as drafted. Carr seconded. Motion approved unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes 
Carr moved to approve the minutes of September 30, 2025. White seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

New Business 

Met Council System Statement Background and Review 

The City has received the updated systems statement prepared by the Metropolitan Council 
which will be used in the updating of the Comprehensive Plan. The plan will need to be finalized 
by the end of 2028. Beth explained that the Metropolitan Council updates regional plans every 
10 years after the census, and the current system statements were released in September 2023. 
She highlighted that Marine, unlike other metro communities, is not part of the wastewater or 
water supply system, providing more flexibility in requirements. Key changes include updates to 
land use plans, housing needs identification, and the introduction of a climate chapter focusing 
on emissions and greenhouse gases. New sections on natural systems will also be included, and 
the city is projected to grow from 664 to 830 residents by 2050.   

Further discussion was held regarding the comprehensive plan and its requirements for 2030, 
including population and employment projections. The group discussed the water supply plan 
and the need to update it in the near future. They also addressed the Glacial Hills Regional Trail 
and the upcoming meeting with Washington County. Smitten suggested the next should include a 
workshop for the Commission and additional workshops with the City Council in early 2026. 
Administrator Peterson believes HKGI should be considered to lead the Comprehensive Plan 
update with collaboration from the City Engineer. The Commission will include this suggestion 
in the workshop discussion and bring a recommendation forth the Council at the December 
meeting. Peterson will send out potential dates in early December for that workshop. 
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Old Business  

Zoning Code Errata Corrections 
 Smitten stated that she had met with Administrator Peterson and Beth from HKGI to review the 
work plan and zoning amendment corrections. There was discussion on single unit dwelling 
standards and tiny houses. A suggestion was made to create minimum foundation size 
requirements for single family homes. 900 sq ft. was the number suggested, however this could 
change based upon further discussion from the Commission. Beth explained you can put a 
minimum foundation size requirement on single family dwellings, however not manufactured 
homes as they are subject to State Statute guidelines.  
Further items discussed were: 

• Architectural standards for buildings within the Limited Industry Zoning District. 
• Where or not shipping containers should be allowed and a definition of shipping 

container. 
• Ground mounted solar panels and whether they are considered accessory structures and if 

the rules are different in the river district. Beth will do research and report back.  
• Updated Cannabis regulations – both from the State of MN and suggestions from the 

League of MN Cities Attorney. 
 

Legislative Protections for Buildings in Historic Riverway Districts 
No new update. 

Lot Area Requirements 
Henry has met with the City Administrator and is in the process of setting up a meeting with a 
City Council member. Commissioners discussed obtaining the current average lot sizes for each 
zoning district as well. 

Solar 
Commissioner White is still working with the City of Scandia on their ordinances.  
 

Vice Chair Smitten requested any additional comments from Commissioners be sent to the City 
Clerk by November 7th.  

The work plan updates can be reviewed by the Commission members and discussed further in 
November.   

Multi-generational committee open house- Commissioner White stated there was a recorded 
video from former Council member Lon Pardun giving the background of the purchase of the 
school in the lobby as people entered. Upstairs, there were large poster boards of the school 
property for people to review and a poster board listing the many survey comments from 
residents received from the online survey. The next step is to tabulate all of the survey comments 
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and finalize a report for the City Council. Once that is done, HKGI will put together a site map. 
The City can also add this information to the City website for residents and as a resource for 
further City officials.  

White moved and Casey seconded to adjourn at 8:21pm. All in favor, motion passed.  

Minutes taken by Lynette Peterson City Clerk/Administrator 


