
CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Tuesday, February 27, 2024 – 7 pm 
121 Judd St. 

See marineonstcroix.org for remote meeting link. 
 

 
Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda 

Review of Minutes 
• Approval of January 30 Meeting Minutes 
 
CUP/Variance Proposals 
• Pre-Application: Conditional Use Permit 

o Jackson Meadow Lot: accessory structure - Eric Doyle (SFR District) 
• Pre-Application: Conditional Use Permit 

o 1410 Quant Ave: fence height - Darrell Schaapveld (SFR District) 
 

Old Business 
• Work Plan 

New Business 
• Select Acting Chair 
• Chair Comments 

Adjournment 
 
 
 

COMMISSIONER REMOTE ATTENDANCE NOTICE: 
A Commissioner will be attending this meeting remotely from:  
1545 Sabal Court 
Vero Beach, FL 32963 

 

 

 

The Marine Planning Commission welcomes resident feedback.  
Please direct comments through the city clerk: mosc@cityofmarine.org 



 

Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission 

Work Plan 

 

•  Protections for historic Riverway buildings 

•  Ticketed events in residential districts 

•  Solar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLANNING COMMISSION TERMS: Gerry Mrosla, Kristina Smitten, Scott Spisak – 12/31/2024; Anna 
Hagstrom, Jennifer Henry – 12/31/2025; Tim Casey – 12/31/2026 

CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Tuesday, January 30, 2024 – 7:30 pm 

121 Judd Street 

Present: Chair Scott Spisak, Commissioners Tim Casey, Kristina Smitten, Jennifer Henry, Gerry 
Mrosla (Zoom), Anna Hagstrom (7:33 pm) 

Absent: None  
Citizens Present: Kitsi Vadheim, Mayor Kevin Nyenhuis, Liz Kelly, Gwen Roden, Ross 
Higgins, Jeremy Chacich, John Goodfellow (Zoom), Anne Minich (Zoom), Beth Richmond 
(HKGi) 

Chair Spisak called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Approval of Agenda 
Under New Business, Spisak added “Possible New Commissioner Appointment” and changed 
“Select Vice Chair” to “Select Acting Chair.” 
Smitten moved to approve the agenda as amended. Henry seconded. Roll call vote: Casey – yes; 
Mrosla – yes; Spisak – yes; Smitten – yes; Henry – yes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing: Zoning Code Amendments 

Chair Spisak briefly recounted the history of the zoning code changes: The Commission started 
working on updates in 2007, and paused for comprehensive planning 2017-2019. The draft went 
to public hearing in 2021, at which point the DNR indicated that significant changes were needed 
in Riverway district regulations. In 2022 the Commission began working with planning firm 
HKGi to bring the process to conclusion. The code will continue to change after this, and the 
Commission already has a list of items to consider revising. 

The City’s planner, Beth Richmond, noted that outside of the Riverway there had been only 
minor changes since the 2021 draft: a few definitions had been shifted and the wireless language 
approved in 2021 was incorporated. The code was reformatted but the substance of the 
regulations had not changed. The proposed draft was available for public comment throughout 
the month of January. Comments received thus far had been logged (see attached spreadsheet). 

Chair Spisak opened the public hearing at 7:38 pm. 

John Goodfellow commented that the Commission had done a nice job and he liked the 
reformatting. He had several points of constructive criticism: 

• More consistency with table labelling, numbering, and legends beneath tables.
• Definitions:

o Add “pervious” or “permeable” to allow for some surface treatments; he had 
some concern that the definition of “impervious” as written is a high bar.

o “Natural Habitat” – does it need to be contiguous?
• In tree regulations, standardize to 6 inches in diameter at 4.5 feet.
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• Section 402.3.A.I.a: Change “topping” to “height reduction pruning;” explicitly say this
should not be done on larger trees.

• 402.3.A.V.b. Allow “native and/or climate adapted trees;” refer to preferred species from
Chapter 16 of City Code. Forest Advisory Committee will work to ensure that is updated
with a list.

• 402.4 Code needs more specific references to the Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed
District. For instance, add them to list of entities engaged with grading in Section 402.4
Application Procedures. Also change DNR “Commission” to “Commissioner.”

• 607.1.3: Allow “native and/or climate adapted trees” vs. solely indigenous.
• 607.1.4: Supports concept but language needs to change. Goodfellow can help reword.
• 607.2.2: “Tree masses” is unclear; change to “related vegetation”?
• 608.1.7: Add a reference to wetlands.
• More generally, Mr. Goodfellow would like to see the City harmonize regulations with

the watershed district, improving processes and procedures so there’s continuity and a
logical sequence.

Anne Minich commented that in the Village Center District, impervious surface may exceed 
75% by conditional use permit if measures are taken for treatment of stormwater runoff, 
including “grading and construction techniques that encourage rapid infiltration, e.g. sand and 
gravel under impervious materials.” Mrs. Minich believes this needs to be more specific, and 
concurred with Mr. Goodfellow on the need for greater alignment with watershed district 
regulations. 

No other citizens came forward for comment. 

Chair Spisak closed the hearing at 7:52 pm. 

Planner Beth Richmond reviewed public comments received prior to the hearing: 
• Small-scale wind generators and outdoor dining: These are on the Planning Commission’s 

list to address after the passage of the current updates.
• Impervious surface in the Village Center District: Any application would require specific 

details and review. Additionally, because this part of the code has already received 
unofficial approval from the DNR, Ms. Richmond advised against changing it at this 
point.

• Paving driveway connections: The City Engineer recommended that driveways be paved 
from the roadway connection to a minimum of 50 feet within the property. The 
Commission reached a consensus to require driveways to be paved to the property line or 
50 feet, whichever is closer to the road.

• Large vehicle parking in residential zones: City Clerk Peterson had suggested clarifying 
the language around large vehicle parking to prohibit outdoor parking of vehicle classes
4-8 in association home occupations. Residents with vehicles associated with off-site 
employment (e.g. school bus drivers) could pursue an interim use permit (IUP) to park a 
large vehicle at their residence. Commissioner Hagstrom commented that residents with 
home occupations should also be able to pursue a permit to park a large vehicle. The 
Commission reached a consensus to allow one large vehicle by IUP for all residential 
properties.
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• Parking stall width: The minimum width of parking stalls was increased from 8’9” to 9’
based on the City Engineer’s recommendation.

• Definition of “auto service station:” Commissioner Casey questioned the need to limit
repairs to “minor,” which is undefined, as long as they’re properly screened and
following regulations. The Commission reached a consensus to strike “minor” and “not
including major repair work.”

• Dwelling Unit Restriction: 303.1.2 limits use of temporary residences to nine months
while a home is being repaired or rebuilt. Commissioner Casey suggested increasing this
to one year to allow time to plan and rebuild a home. Consensus to extend to one year.

The Commission reviewed John Goodfellow’s comments: 
• Chair Spisak and Commissioner Smitten noted that the Commission’s work plan includes

examination of vegetative cutting regulations, tree preservation, wetland buffers, and
code alignment with the watershed district. Right now, the focus is bringing the code into
conformance with DNR requirements and other state regulations.

• Consensus to defer to Planner Richmond to review and potentially clarify tables.
• Consensus to add a “pervious surface” definition based on the DNR’s standard

language, and to leave “impervious surface” definition as is.
• Consensus to leave “natural habitat” as is for now, based on context in the code and the

potential historical intention to encourage contiguous habitat for wildlife corridors.
• Consensus to save discussion of whether to standardize tree measurement for later; add

to work plan under vegetative cutting.
• Consensus to change “topping” to “height reduction pruning.”

Planning Commission Recommendation 
Smitten moved to recommend to City Council to adopt the Marine on St. Croix Zoning Code as 
amended and with the changes discussed this evening. Casey seconded. Roll call vote: Hagstrom 
– yes; Spisak – yes; Smitten – yes; Henry – yes; Mrosla – yes; Casey – yes. Motion carried
unanimously.

Chair Spisak thanked current and past commissioners who had worked on updates, including but 
not limited to: Jack Warren, Gwen Roden, Ron Brenner, Dan Willenbring, Andy Creager, Mike 
Zajac, Joyce Ritz, Edward Sanderson, and John Waugh. He noted that Commissioners 
Sanderson, Hagstrom, and Assistant Clerk Dammann had looked out for the interest of the City 
while working with the DNR to make revisions. Additionally, he recognized the essential efforts 
of Clerk Peterson and planners Beth Richmond and Rita Trapp to get the City to this point. 

Approval of Minutes  
November 28 monthly meeting and December 12 workshop 
Casey moved to approve the minutes of the November 28 City of Marine on St. Croix Planning 
Commission meeting as drafted. Henry seconded. Roll call vote: Spisak – yes; Smitten – yes; 
Henry – yes; Mrosla – yes; Casey – yes; Hagstrom – abstain. Motion carried. 
Casey moved to approve the minutes of the December 12 City of Marine on St. Croix Planning 
Commission workshop as drafted. Henry seconded. Roll call vote: Smitten – yes; Henry – yes; 
Mrosla – yes; Casey – yes; Hagstrom – yes; Spisak – yes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business 
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None. 

New Business 
Review draft changes to Chapter 2 of City Code 
The Commission reviewed minor changes to Chapter 2 of City Code, recognizing that state 
statutes govern formation and duties of planning commissions. This will go before Council 
February 8. 

2024 Work Plan 
The Commission has a draft for review. Assistant Clerk Dammann will add any updates that 
came up during the hearing for the Council-Commission workshop February 13. 

Change regular meeting start time to 7 pm 
Chair Spisak said he had polled Commissioners on the meeting start time and going forward 
meetings would start at 7 pm instead of 7:30. 

Select Acting Chair 
Tabled to February meeting. Chair Spisak invited commissioners to let him know if they are 
interested. 

MN DNR - Gateway Trail briefing  
Chair Spisak attended a meeting with Nathan Moe of the DNR and council members Miller and 
Ward on January 19. Plans for the trail continue to evolve. Mr. Spisak has invited Mr. Moe to 
address the Commission in March or April to get a better idea of land use impacts and whether 
current plans for the trail coordinate with the Marine Comprehensive Plan. 

Washington County Glacial Hills Trail briefing 
Chair Spisak will reach out to Washington County to request a briefing and encourage 
communication between the two entities planning the trails. 

Annual CC/PC Workshop 
Set for February 13, 6 pm. 

Chair Comments 
Possible New Commissioner Appointment: The City received an application from Lisa White to 
fill the open commissioner seat. A small group of council members, commissioners, and staff 
interviewed Mrs. White on January 29 and has recommended that Council appoint her on 
February 8. 
Adjournment 
Mrosla moved and Hagstrom seconded to adjourn at 8:28 pm. Roll call vote: Henry – yes; Mrosla – 
yes; Casey – yes; Hagstrom – yes; Spisak – yes; Smitten – yes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk 



Attachment: Comments from commission and public prior to January 21 
Commenter Section Title Comment Response 
PC 104.7 Abandonment Is this 6 months in our current code? I can't remember if we discussed 

this issue. In any case, I think extending it to 1 year makes sense 
6 months was current 
code. Noted 

PC 203.1 Use Definitions I like this in lieu of accessory apartment Noted 
PC 203.1 Use Definitions Does J-Rods do more than minor repairs? Discuss with PC 
PC 303.1 Dwelling Unit Restriction This seems like a short timeline Noted 
PC 401.3 Uses Called out as LI and L-I, make consistent Changes made 
PC 402.2 Subdistricts Should this be P for VC, existing restaurant or tavern? Changes made 
PC 501.8 PUD Should we further define this, or delete the sentence? The current code 

has a section (310.4(2)) that further explains this term. 
Sentence deleted 

PC 603.2 Driveways See section I above. Same comment here Discuss with PC 
PC 603.2 Driveways In many (most? All?) cases, the first 50 feet will go onto the property, 

beyond the property line. It seems more reasonable that this read 
"between the paved street and property line." Same for section II. Below 

Discuss with PC 

Public 303.2 Building and Structure 
Height 

Would like to see privately-owned residential wind generators addressed 
here and elsewhere 

On list to determine 
post-update 

Public 401.3 Uses What about wind generators on towers? Atop buildings? On list to determine 
post-update 

Public 402.2 Subdistricts Should SC-VC also be a "P" for existing restaurant and tavern? Changes made 
Public 402.2 Subdistricts What would be the required conditions for outdoor dining area in the SC-

VC? 
On list to determine 
post-update 

Public 402.2 Subdistricts Under II Impervious Surface subtext d numeral vi: In order for the 
detoxification and control of stormwater to be most effective, the 
wording of what is under the impervious pavement should be more 
specific. There are so many types of sand and gravel. 

Leave as-is for 
flexibility. Additional 
details needed as part 
of any application 

Public 602 Lighting Why does the bulb technology matter? What is this intended to address? Dark sky 

Public 602 Lighting Be willing to enforce these ordinances beyond just sending a letter and 
hoping people comply 

Noted 

Public 604.2 Fence height What does this mean (deer height opacity)? Required opacity of 
fence is 80% 



 

CITY OF MARINE ON ST. CROIX 
CITY COUNCIL-PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSHOP  

MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2024 6:00 pm 

 

Present: Mayor Kevin Nyenhuis, Councilmembers Lon Pardun and Bill Miller, PC Chair Scott 
Spisak, Commissioners Jennifer Henry, Kristina Smitten, Tim Casey, Anna Hagstrom, Lisa 
White 

Absent: Councilmembers Charlie Anderson and Wendy Ward, Commissioner Gerry Mrosla 

Citizens Present: None 

 

Mayor Nyenhuis called the workshop to order at 6:00 pm.  

Council Input and Suggestions 
Commission Chair Spisak announced that with the zoning code now in conformance with state 
statutes, the Commission can turn its focus to other items in the work plan. Notably, in October 
2023 Council passed an ordinance allowing up to four ticketed (commercial) events per year on 
residential properties. Because this type of use isn’t allowed in the zoning code, Council had 
asked the Commission to research whether the zoning code should be changed to allow use of 
residential properties as occasional event venues. Spisak sees this potentially falling under Home 
Occupations in the zoning code.  

Councilman Miller suggested that the first step might be finding out whether this issue is a 
priority for Marine residents. Mayor Nyenhuis noted that cultural changes including Covid led to 
new approaches to events, and said the City should start to anticipate such shifts and respond 
appropriately. Miller noted that cannabis farming is one such business trend on the horizon. 

Consultant Planner 
Chair Spisak noted that planning funds are potentially available for City planning projects such 
as the Mill Site, School Site, and Cemetery. The group reached a consensus that spending for any 
projects outside of Planning Commission would need Council approval, and would ideally come 
through the Commission first. 

Work Plan Priorities 
Chair Spisak noted that one high priority is developing a plan ensure that historic buildings in 
Riverway districts can be rebuilt on their existing footprints even if they don’t meet water and 
bluff setbacks. Options include legislative lobbying and adding language to the Comp Plan.  

The City Clerk’s Office requested that the Commission prioritize addressing the discrepancy 
between City Code and the Zoning Ordinance around commercial events in residential districts. 



 

Mayor Nyenhuis asked if the City is opening the issue up again. Commissioner Casey said he 
would like to see it opened up again. Councilman Pardun suggested the Commission research 
what’s happening in similar-sized communities and hold a public hearing for residents to share 
their views. That process worked well for the short-term rental issue. 

The group reached a consensus on the following priorities: pursuing protections for historic 
Riverway buildings to be rebuilt on existing footprints; ticketed events in residential areas; solar. 

The professional planners will likely be able to help with solar. Chair Spisak suggested 
developing a list with Planner Beth Richmond to include other small work plan items she could 
lead. Commissioner Hagstrom noted that the Commission could split into groups to work with 
Ms. Richmond on the small items. 

City Code Chapter 2 
Chair Spisak drew the group’s attention to changes in Chapter 2. By explicitly citing the 
Commission’s authority granted by state statute, the City may have additional leverage – or 
increased awareness of its existing leverage – when working with political subdivisions (school 
district, county), especially concerning acquisition and disposal of property.  

Councilman Pardun asked for clarification on whether Planning Commission needs to review 
and comment on routine capital improvements such as road and drain field projects. Council 
hasn’t done this before and it would add a layer to the process for necessary infrastructure 
projects. Chair Spisak suggested researching best practices and asking the City Planner about 
practical application of the state statute. Councilman Miller suggested keeping Chapter 2 in mind 
generally and briefing the commission chair on projects so PC can join the conversation if 
needed. Commissioner Hagstrom pointed out that keeping the Commission apprised could 
streamline efforts. Commissioners are able to spot zoning issues early on in the planning process, 
rather than waiting until plans are near completion before a zoning obstacle is discovered. 

Regarding proposed plats and amendments of existing plats, Spisak noted that a re-platting of 
Broadway St. would be coming up in relation to the cemetery, and it would be appropriate for 
PC to review and comment on it. 

The group also discussed the Commission’s role as Marine’s Historic District Board, the 
difference between registered historic buildings and historic districts, and striking a balance 
between honoring history and creating burdensome regulations. Commissioner Hagstrom offered 
to write a short background report about Marine’s historic district. 

Councilman Miller thanked the Commission for their work and said it’s impressive that a city of 
this size has a capable planning commission. Commissioner Smitten thanked Council for 
meeting, saying the communication and input were helpful to the Commission’s efforts to 
support Council. 

 

The workshop adjourned at 7:04 pm.  

Minutes taken by Suzanne Dammann, Assistant City Clerk 















Pre-Application: CUP for Fence Height 

Darrell Schaapveld, 1410 Quant Ave., would like to install an 8-foot privacy fence along a portion of the 
north property boundary. Per Zoning Code Development Standards (Section 600), this would require a 
conditional use permit. The property is in the Single Family Rural District. 
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Marine on St. Croix Planning Commission 
WORK PLAN 

Abbreviations: 
CC – City Council 
ES – Ed Sanderson 
KS – Kristina Smitten 
PC – Planning Commission 
SS – Scott Spisak 
 
 

2023 2024 Priorities 
•  Zoning ordinance revisions 
•  5G design guidelines 
• Protections for historic Riverway buildings 
• Ticketed events in residential districts 
•  Solar (moved up) 
•  Comp plan consistency and errors; meet w/ Bolton & Menk in June 
•  Lot area requirements, Q4 this year (need guidance from council) 
•  Solar  
•  Residential Care Facilities

 

Policy Planning 
 

No. PC 
Member  

Task Notes, date completed, etc. 

       Lot Area requirements - 506.6(a) – Are 
our lot area requirements achieving 
overarching community goals? 

SS: A systematic review of vacant lots - especially in the SFU district should be 
undertaken and aligned with the Comp Plan to identify and encourage future 
development 

      Scott Solar language addition. Review 404.7 
(1) (a) solar glare.  

SS: The work that was done with Great plains Institute in 2015 and earlier is now 
outdated. GPI has a new model ordinance template for MN that the City should use 
to customize an ordinance. GPI is able to offer consulting services to the City. There 
is some fairly significant work involved here. See; 
https://www.betterenergy.org/blog/minnesota-solar-toolkit/ 

Also, should ground-mounted arrays should be listed as an accessory use in all 
districts? Currently this is not uniform. 

       Vegetative Cutting – (1) Requires 
review to be sure it’s current. Believe 
requirements around vegetative 
cutting were updated. 

The city provides veg. cutting permits in parts of the river overlay district. See 
510.6(1) (a)&(b)  

KS Also see Forestry Committee review comments.  



 

2 
 

Consider adopting a consistent, standard measurement of trees of 6 inches diameter 
measured at 4.5 feet 

  Tree Preservation language – 
Coordinate review by forestry group 

In the Lower St. Croix: 

Cutting of trees and shrubs is not allowed without a local permit: 
 On slopes over 12% 
 Within 40 feet of blufflines 
 Within the following distances from the Ordinary High Water Level: 

o Rural Districts: 200 feet 
o Urban Districts: 100 feet 

A local permit is only allowed for: 
 Trees less than 6 inches in diameter at breast height 
 Vegetation not screening structures from views from the river 
 Activities that preserve essential character, quality, density and continuous 

canopy 
 Diseased trees, if removal is in public interest 

Permits not needed for: 
 The minimum necessary for activities under a building permit 
 Maintenance of transportation and utility rights-of-way 

 

 

Jennifer Residential Care Facilities Residential Care for adults is a complex topic that the Planning Commission 
recommends prioritization by council. This could become an issue in town. Any new 
regulations would need to comply with definitions and requirements in state 
statutes. 

 Sandy Overall consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan – Ensure that the 
updated code is consistent with the 
Comp Plan policies. 

Can complete after CC has a compiled, updated zoning code, but let me know if 
others want to discuss a different timeline. 

 Zoning map doesn’t show light industrial. 
 Add language about the Landing and/or preservation of historic structures. 
 Change to allow for density bonuses in planned unit developments. 
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 Kristina 504.7 (3)(e) add a credit option? Similar to use of wetland replacement credits. This would allow discretion for open 
space to be placed in priority locations and not only at the proposed development 
site.  

 Sandy 502 Zoning Map reference to updates.  

 

Can complete after CC has a compiled, updated zoning code, but let me know if 
others want to discuss a different timeline. 

From SS: The Future Land Use map on page 12 of the 2040 Comp Plan has an error in 
the Rosabelle street area. A large area is shown as Single Family Rural and it should 
be Single Family Urban - which is the current zoning. The city Clerk has an email on 
file from me regarding this from mid-2019. The map should be corrected and the 
change handled with Met Council 

 Kristina 404.7 (1) Lighting nuisance GreenStep / Dark Skies has asked to consider code modification to include: 
All parking lot and security lighting shall be directed away from adjoining residential 

areas. 
Linear LED or neon architectural or sign accents are not allowed with the exception 

of temporary seasonal lighting. 
Exterior house lights shall be subject to a curfew time, unless for necessity.  
Needs discussion. 

  Wireless Communications: 5G Design 
Guidelines 

Work with a consultant to create these guidelines in 2022 

  Wetland Buffer Regulations Council Request led by Ward. Should coordinate effort with revisions for watershed 
district’s new regulations. May Township’s code may serve as starting point. 

  Tiny Homes   AARP has a good model zoning ordinance that balances the needs of 
communities and tiny home residents. There isn’t always consistency – some 
have a foundation; others are on wheels. Cities typically require a 
foundation. 

 Sacred Settlements (tiny homes on church property) 

  Watershed District Changes Consider changes requested by the Carnelian Marine St. Croix Watershed District – 
there may be grant fund available for professional help with this. 
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  Protections for Historic Riverway 
Buildings  

 Add language about the Landing and/or preservation of historic structures 
(also in Comp Plan task above). 

 Legislative Lobbying to create statutory exceptions. 
 Possibly enact a historic preservation ordinance.  
 Refer to the 2002 Cooperative Management Plan for the Lower St. Croix. 

Riverway, which includes language about the value of historic structures in 
the Riverway.  

 Refer to MN Rules themselves, which include language to “maintain and 
preserve the character” of what was there historically.  

  • Ticketed Events in Residential 
Districts 

 Commercial use (limited ticketed events) allowed in residential districts in 
City Code, but not Zoning Code. 

 

 
Zoning Code Clarifications or Minor Updates 

 
 Many PC 

members 
Definitions review:  

● Essential Services –  
● Marina  – 
● Solar – SS 
● Single Family Detached – 
● Steep Slope – 
● Wetland –  

 

DNR definitions for the Lower St. Croix: 

"Steep Slopes": lands having average slopes over 12 percent, as measured over 
horizontal distances of 50 feet or more, that are not bluffs. 

"Bluffline": a line along the top of a slope connecting the points at which the slope, 
proceeding away from the river or adjoining watershed channel, becomes less than 
12 percent; For the complete definition see 6105.0354 Subp. 5 (link is external). 

 

      Sandy  Revise driveway standards, per Jason 
Crotty’s following comment “My 
concerns are where the proposed 
driveway meets the City road.”  

      

KS forwarded Jason’s comment to ES. Relatively minor but important language 
insertion.  

Suggest adding the language below as Section 406.2, Part 8 of the Zoning Code or 
Section 406.4, Subd. 2 Standards and Guidelines (perhaps as section (7) renumbering 
existing (7) and (8) to (8) and (9).  
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● A maximum grade of 2 percent within 50 feet of the centerline of the 
intersecting road.  The driveway surface shall initially follow the existing 
shoulder grade and shall slope away from the town road.  

● 5) All driveways should intersect the public road at approximately a 90 
degree or right angle to the highway pavement. 

The proposed language comes from 3 other city zoning code examples provided by 
Jason. 

 Sandy Septic requirement if hook-up is 
available - Is it necessary for lots to 
have two septic sites available if the 
property is hooked-up to city sewer?   

 

Discussions with Lynette  provided below - I assume any changes in septic 
requirements could drive the PC/CC to consider reducing the minimum lot size in 
certain areas, especially the village area? KS opinion that PC should be involved in 
septic requirements, as it relates to Comp Plan implementation and has land use 
implications. 

My questions to Lynette: 

1. If a lot is not hooked up to the collection system/shared septic drain field, it must 
have a primary septic drain field site as well as a back-up, secondary site on the lot in 
case the primary site fails. 

2. If a lot is hooked up to the collection system/shared septic drain field, it still needs 
to pass a perc test to show it could drain septic in case there is a failure in the septic 
tank and/or the city collection system? 

3. Am I capturing this correctly? Is it codified anywhere, code or policy or ordinance? 
I have heard of reference to Ordinance No. 70 as the "Septic ordinance" but not sure 
I have seen it. 

Lynette’s response:  

Yes, those are the septic requirements but those are laid out in the City Code, not 
the Zoning ordinance. We are actually in the process of reviewing the septic code 
now that we do have some available connections again, but all City Code revisions 
are done by Council approval so Planning Commission does not need to review. We 
are hoping to have the draft amendments to the sewer ordinance ready for the 
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November Council meeting. There should not be any changes in the Zoning code as a 
result however.      

  Substandard Structures (401.2) – Need 
to review? 

Check for consistency between the definition and 510.4 definition across code 

 Kristina LI building guidelines – natural colors, 
durable materials. 

Suggested to add to Section 509 exterior color guidelines and durable construction 
materials.  

      Sandy Consider adding a summary table of 
sections 504-510 for quicker reference 
and comparison across zoning districts 
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